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On Monday, January 7th,  
concerned parents, students, 
and teachers flocked to the 
High School East auditorium 
where they hoped to be 
informed of the budget for 
next school year. Demanding 
to be knowledgeable, the 
people of the Half Hollow 
Hills school district pushed 
for a public informative 
meeting, which they were 
granted this night. This event 
was met with an abnormally 
large turnout. The upper 
seating area was opened to 
the public, filling up as soon 
as seats on the floor were all 
taken. Latecomers pushed 
into the aisles, resorting to 
standing in order to remain in 
the meeting. The presentation 
began roughly ten minutes 
later than planned, however 
all went well. Each board 
member took their time 
to deliver individual 
presentations explaining how 
the budget works, our budget 
this year, what will change 
between this year and next 
year, and why.

The simple breakdown 
of the 2012-2013 budget 
expenses is as follows: $222 
million total; eighty percent 
of which goes to employee 
salaries and benefits, eighteen 
percent of which goes to 
vendor contracts and a 
category known as “other”, 
and two percent of which goes 
to equipment and supplies. 
With all that has been going 
on in the past few years with 
the economy, the school was 
informed that they should 
use what are known as “rainy 
day” funds in order to supply 
part of the budget since 
state aid and the tax levy are 
going down. This past year, 
however, school districts in 
New York were presented 
with a property tax levy cap. 
Generally speaking, this is a 
formula created by the state 
legislation for calculating the 
allowable tax levy while also 
imposing severe constraints 
to maintain local control. 
Even with these attempted 
solutions, the school district 
is still coming up short on 

money. With a decreasing 
population in the area, the 
school is predicted to continue 
losing money and students in 
future years.

With this in mind, cuts 
that have already been made 
include the removal of certain 
administrative positions. 
Moving on for the future, 
however, more cuts need to 
be considered and made in 
order to secure Half Hollow 
Hills’ outstanding reputation 
as an educational facility. 
A potential closure up for 
discussion is that of Chestnut 
Hill. At the mention of this, 
many members of the crowd 
shouted angrily at the stage. 
Obviously, this is a sensitive 
situation. Chestnut Hill has 
the lowest enrollment. In 
addition, its location near 
the Long Island Expressway 
makes it ideal for leasing 
out. Regardless of how this 
was explained, parents still 
protested.

Another big cut that is 
being taken into consideration 
is the closing of Candlewood 
Middle School. Students from 
Candlewood would move into 
West Hollow Middle School. 
From there, all elementary 
schools would be expanded 
to include grades kindergarten 
through sixth grade. West 
Hollow Middle School would 
then hold students in seventh 
to ninth grades, leaving the 
high school with grades tenth 
through twelve.

A larger cut, and an 
extremely controversial 

idea, is the closing of High 
School West. Students from 
High School West would be 
integrated into High School 

East, nearly doubling the 
current population of the 
school. Guidance counselors 
will be doubled as well, 
however the number of 
teaching positions was not 
discussed. It appeared that 
more students than parents 
were concerned about this, 
although most of the parents 
were too preoccupied with 
the closing of Chestnut Hill. 
A larger student body at East  
could erupt into chaos. Many 
students do not want to be 
combined, complaining that 
there are already too many 
kids in High School East 
and doubling the amount of 
students would be hectic. 
Students in High School West 
are reluctant to leave their 
school so easily.

After these three cuts were 
discussed, the floor opened 
for questions, comments, and 
concerns. One tremendously 
shocking comment which 
was backed with shouts of 
enthusiasm was the suggestion 
that teachers’ salaries be cut 
and most of their benefits 
taken away. Many members 
of the audience held hostility 
towards teachers, claiming that 
they are overpaid. Rationally 
speaking, doubling classroom 
sizes and cutting salaries is 
counterproductive, but that 
explanation never emerged.

At this point, the room 

erupted into a mad house. 
People were shouting and 
screaming their opinions; 
booing and cheering when 

they felt it was appropriate. 
One very ironic aspect of the 
night was that the meeting 
was held to inform the 
community, however when 
the community was presented 
with the facts and logical 
answers to their questions and 
concerns, they criticized the 
board. Comments could be 
submitted to the speakers by 
being written and placed in a 
bin, which was then carried up 
to the board members where 
they were read and answered. 
Even if they could not answer 
a question because they did not 
know, they would say so. Most 
of the time when this occurred 
was when questions were 
asked about the unforeseeable 
future. There is only so much 
of next 

Uproar at the First Community Budget Meeting

school year we can predict, 
but parents expected a view 
into a crystal ball. At times, 
the orator would skip dozens 
of slips, commenting that he 
was only doing so because 
they contained profanities.

A comment was made 
by an audience member 
claiming that extended bus 
rides for children would 
result in future contraction 
of cancer. This was the point 
at which my siblings and I 
left. As a personal reviewer, 
I would say the information 
presented was simple enough 
to understand, but not as in 
depth as I would have liked it 
to be. However, anyone who 
attended the meeting should 
have a better understanding 
of the financial situation of 
Half Hollow Hills. The end 
open discussion was terrible. 
The crowd was utterly out of 
place, rude, and rowdy. The 
submission of comments that 
were not only illogical, but 
also contained profanities 
is something that I, along 
with other members of 
the audience, found to be 
completely unacceptable on 
the community’s part.

If you were planning to go 
to the meeting and missed it 
or are just curious as to what 
information was presented, 
the PowerPoint slideshow 
can be found on the district 
website. In addition, the 
results of a survey open to the 
public, asking for opinions 
and feedback and different 
cuts the district is considering 
making, are available on the  
district website.

Community Members, parents and students fill the HSE 
auditorium to listen to the possibilities of the upcoming budget.

A Student’s Perspective
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On December 14th, 2012, 
the unthinkable occurred. 
A gunman named Adam 
Lanza entered Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
in Newtown, Connecticut 
and killed twenty children 
and six adults, including 
himself. Lanza had shot and 
killed his mother, before the 
shooting spree at the school.

The adults killed included 
the principal, Dawn 
Lafferty Hochsprung, the 
school psychologist, Mary 
Sherlach, and teacher 
Victoria Soto. Each of them 
had attempted to prevent 
the gunman from reaching 
the children, who ranged 
from six to seven years old.

The families of Newtown 
and the country were 
immediately thrown into 
disarray; the idea that even 
children in elementary 
schools were not safe from 
gun violence was shocking. 
Funerals commenced for 
children the next weekend 
as the nation began to 
question what this situation 
would mean for the future 
of gun control legislation.

The aftermath of this event 
has proven to be ideologically 
divisive. Some politicians 
believe that the shooting 
at Sandy Hook elementary 
school proved how desperate 
the country is for expansive 
measures for gun control. 
Gabrielle Giffords, former 
Congressional Representative 

from Arizona and victim of 
a 2011 shooting, launched a 
campaign entitled “Americans 
for Responsible Solutions” 
against gun violence early 
this January. Others feel that 
the nation would be safer if 
gun usage was not limited. 

Vice president of the National 
Rifle Association, Wayne 
LaPierre, has suggested that 
armed guards be placed in 
schools across the country.

President Obama, no longer 
worrying about carrying 
favor among gun owners to 
win reelection, has promised 
to champion broad new 
reforms in the wake of the 
Sandy Hook shooting. As 
the fight to pass any type of 
gun control legislation in 
Congress would be brutal, 
the president is likely to use 

Tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School
Grace Segers

Staff Writer

his own executive power 
in the regulation of guns. 
Actions he could take on his 
own could include imposing 
new limits on guns imported 
from overseas and tightening 
enforcement of existing gun 
control laws. With regards 

to the link between mental 
illness and gun violence, it is 
likely the president will also 
compel federal agencies to 
improve the sharing of mental 
health documents and order 
the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention to do research 
on people involved with 
shootings. This will allow 
the administration to improve 
the country’s mental health 
and criminal justice systems 
while public support is strong.

It is clear that the people 

of the United States have 
been thrown into a state of 
shock by the shooting and 
are more willing than ever 
to have preventive measures 
on gun violence be passed. 
In a recent poll published 
by the Washington Post, 

52% of Americans say the 
shooting in Newtown has 
made them more supportive 
of gun control. In the event 
that the president calls for a 
renewal of a ban on the most 
powerful rifles, which expired 
in 2004, 58% of Americans 
said they would support the 
legislation. Many believe that 
the threat of gun violence 
should be counteracted 
with protection by guns; 
55% of the public believe 
that armed guards should 
be stationed in the nation’s 

public schools. According to 
the poll, over half the country 
believes that the threat of 
shootings could best be 
battled with better treatment 
of mental illness and more 
thorough background checks.

Individual states have 
rushed to act with new 
legislation in the aftermath 
of Sandy Hook; on Tuesday, 
January 15th, New York 
became the first state to 
respond with gun control 
measures. Governor Cuomo 
signed into law a package 
that banned more assault 
weapons by adjusting the 
definition of the term to 
include semiautomatic 
pistols, rifles, and shotguns. 
The new legislation also 
includes efforts to limit gun 
ownership by the mentally 
ill and increase penalties for 
multiple crimes committed 
with guns. Governor Cuomo 
and New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg are both 
hopeful that this new law 
will encourage other states to 
adopt more comprehensive 
gun control measures and 
therefore reduce violence.

The shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School is a 
tragedy that has inspired the 
nation to debate and adopt gun 
control measures, for better or 
for worse. One can only hope 
that this sort of inexplicable 
violence will be prevented 
tomorrow by the actions taken 
by the government today.

Sandy Hook Elementary School
Photo: Courtesy of Google Images.

Budget Survey 
Update

On Wednesday, February 27, 
2013, the Amnesty Club, the 
Art Club, and Mrs. Cullen’s 
AP Human Geography class-
es are hosting an event called 
One Million Bones. One 
Million Bones is a national 
movement designed to sup-
port the victims and survivors 
who have been affected by 
the recent genocides and hu-
manitarian crises in countries 
like Sudan, the Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo, Soma-
lia, and Burma. 
The students 
part icipat ing 
in this fund-
raising event 
will make rep-
licas of hu-
man bones and 
receive more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the cri-
ses. The bones 
will serve as 

“symbols of solidarity with 
victims and survivors.” The 
finished bones will be mailed 
to the Bezos Family Founda-
tion for CARE’s work, and 
they will donate $1 for every 
bone in return. The sponsors 
will take the collected bones 
(their aim is 1,000,000 bones) 
and create a collaborative in-
stallation at the National Mall 

Help Support the
 National Movement 

Jiyun Lee
School News Editor

in Washington, D.C from June 
8th-10th, 2013. Naomi Natale, 
the founder and director of the 
project, said that through this 
event she hopes “to create a 
visible movement that will 
increase global awareness 
of these crises while raising 
the critical funds needed to 
protect and aid displaced and 
vulnerable survivors.” This 

event will be held 
in the cafeteria 
after school 
on February 
27th. Anyone 
is allowed and 
e n c o u r a g e d 
to participate. 
Desserts will 
also be avail-
able. Come 
out and show 
your support!

Madeline Bacchus
Staff Writer

Continued on page 4.

The Board of Education, 
alongside Superintendent 
Kelly Fallon, further inquired 
about the community’s 
opinion on the budget 
development process for 
the upcoming school year. 
Starting with an open Budget 
meeting, they went further by 
teaming up with the program 
K12 Insight and creating an 
online survey that any member 
of the community was free 
to fill out. The information 
presented in this survey 
included all the possible 
changes for the next school 
and asked each participant to 
rate them on how desirable 
they were. Not only was this 
meant to serve the purpose of 
collecting feedback from the 
community, but to also inform 
the community of the issues. 
The survey was opened on 
January 8 and closed on 
January 18. After reviewing 
the results, some remained 
within reason, however some 
results were surprising to all.

Every parent/guardian in the 

district received an emailed 
invitation to take this survey; 
that’s a total of 6659 possible 
responses. However, only 
2317 actually took the survey 
through the link emailed to 
them. That’s a participation 
rate of 35%, rather low 
considering the anxious 
energy displayed by parents 
at the meeting held earlier this 
year. In addition, 26% of the 
participants did not presently 
have children attending 
schools in the District, an 
odd thought. Of those with 
children enrolled in the school 
district, the majority of voters’ 
children are in middle school 
and mainly in 7th grade. 
Regardless, the survey was 
publicly accessible on the 
district website, making it 
readily available for any who 
wished to participate, email or 
not. Through public access a 
total of 3140 responses were 
received. As for staff, parents, 
and community members as a 
whole, there are approximately 
15,500 households in the 
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In January of each year, the 
AP Art History class puts their 
heads together to come up 
with an installation that will 
hopefully “wow” the student 
body and faculty. This year, 
Mrs. Uttendorfer and her Art 
History class came up with the 

idea to build a sculpture that 
sent a message to the school. 
As a student in the class, I was 
able to contribute to the idea 
and work with my classmates 
to achieve our goal of creating 
the installatin and displaying 
it for all of HSE to see. Prior 
to leaving for winter break, the 
class sat down and discussed 
the idea while figuring out 

ways to create this sculpture 
with little funds for supplies. 
We discussed different topics 
that come to mind when 
we think of school and the 
majority of us said the word 
stress. After coming up with 
a basic idea, we then had to 
find an artist that most notably 
uses a type of stress in his 
artwork. French artist Arman 

Pierre Fernandez once built 
a clock sculpture, which is 
where we got our inspiration. 
On January 2nd, the day 
we all returned to school 
from break, the art history 
students were excused from 
class for the day to build the 
sculpture that was envisioned. 
Our message to the student 
body is this: time is always 

This year’s holiday show 
at James E. Allen was the 
best yet! The kickline, 
cheerleaders, concert 
choir, band and expressive 
movements among others 
performed amazing numbers 
for the staff and students.
The students at the schools 
were so thrilled and full of 
zeal over the show. However, 
the best part of it was that 
Santa and his elves took 
time from wrapping all their 
presents to make a special 
appearance. Santa even 
did a little performance to 
Gangnam Style! Thanks to all 
of the wonderful volunteers 
who made this event 
possible!  Year after year, 
HSE students spread holiday 
cheer to the students at James. 
E. Allen, and this year’s 
stellar perfomances were no 
exception!

Lindsay Goldman
Staff Writer

One Step 
At A Time

Rachel Schwartz
Staff Writer

Holiday Show At James E. 
Allen... Another Success

ticking, and in life, you’re 
always on the clock. Although 
you may be rushed, in the 
end, everything will work, 
out and in our case, you will 
succeed in school. The whole 
class worked extremely hard 
throughout the day painting, 
building, hammering, cutting 
and pasting while trying to 
create a sculpture that was 
like nothing one has ever seen 
before. One of the reasons that 
our sculpture was extremely 
successful was because it 
doesn’t differentiate between 
student and teacher. Everyone 
feels like they are always 
being rushed and “on the 
clock,” so no matter your 
age, you are able to relate. In 
a way the sculpture provides 
common ground between 
the faculty and students of 
High School East making 
for a stronger community 
and school environment. 

A special congratulations to Thunderbird 
Staff reporter Grace Segers who won the 
“Young Adult Prose Prize,” administered 
by the Chautauqua Literary Society and 
has now received an offer to have her 
short story “The Lake” published in the 
Chautauqua Literary Journal.  

Mrs. Uttendorfer and members of her Art History class 
with their 2012 Art Installation, One Step at a Time

HSE Dixettes performing at the holiday show.

Santa perfoming his Gangnam Style moves.

HSE cheerleaders performing at the holiday show.
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Hills East annual Art Day 
was, once again, a success! 
In addition to students and 
staff from East in attendance, 
many eighth-graders from 
the middle schools came to 
view the various different art 
courses held at High School 
East as well. Upperclassmen 
taking art demonstrated what 
they do in certain classes. 
The intention was to provide 
inspiration to budding artists. 
A focal point was the AP 
Art yearly installation. AP 
Art History students created 
posters next to the installation 
to provide insight about what 
is done in the class. Music 
videos were created using a 
green screen. Architecture 
students provided models of 
one of their projects to present 
to possible future architects. 
Photography classes took their 
projects and posted them on a 
bulletin board for everyone to 
walk around and admire. A 
lot of students were on hand 
to represent their talent and 
create an interest so that more 
and more Hills East students 
will enroll in art classes. 

In order to take an upper 

level art class, one must 
complete a foundation art class 
such as Studio in Art, Creative 
Crafts, Design and Drawing 
for Production I, or 
Media Arts. After 
taking a foundation 
course, a student will 
be able to advance to 
upper level courses 
such as Drawing 
and Painting I-IV, 
Fashion Illustration 
and Fashion Design 
I-IV, Ceramics and 
Sculpture I-IV, 
Architecture I-IV, 
Photography I-IV, 
and Video I-IV. 
It is at this level 
that photography 
is stressed as an 
art form. As 
one progresses 
to higher-level 
courses, one will 
find it more challenging to meet 
the requirements. The next 
level of any art class focuses 
on preparing students for the 
AP level, which is for only 
the most serious art students.

Mrs. Uttendorfer, an art 
teacher at High School East, 
also thought that Art Day was 
a success! Mrs. Utt teaches 

photography, AP Art History, 
AP 2-D and Photography I-IV. 
I had a chance to sit down 
and interview Mrs. Utt about 
her thoughts on Art Day. 

In Mrs. Utt’s opinion, “Art 
Day was a success. The fifty 
West Hollow students came 
for tours and witnessed the 
excitement of the arts at High 
School East.” According 
to Mrs. Utt, underclassmen 
prefer the classes that are 
all technological, such as, 
computer graphics, video, 

Art Day

Budget Survey Update (continued from page 2)
district. Out of this, a total 
of only 5,457 responses were 
collected. These numbers 
are dangerously low in a 
community that appeared to 
be more than willing to voice 
their opinion. It is rather 
ironic that the community 
requested opportunities to 
have their voices heard yet 
when one comes up, it is 
barely utilized. In spite of 
this information, parents did 
dominate, claiming 72% of 
the population of participants.

The survey began with 
some general question 
regarding public education as 
a whole. When asked if public 
education is a wise investment, 
99% of participants answered 
yes while 1% responded with 
no. Moving into economic 
matters, 53% percent of 
voters agreed that the cost of 
public schools is fair, given 
the stated benefits.

As parents and students 
know, Half Hollow Hills 
provides bus services for all 
students. This includes busing 
for after-school activities and 
field trips. The elimination 
of after-school and field trip 
busing would save the district 
$200,000. When presented 
with these facts, 40% did not 
support the elimination of 
busing, a close following 39% 
supported reducing busing, 
while a smaller, but still 
substantial, 20% supported 
eliminating busing. Many 
students rely on busing to get 
them home from after-school 
clubs and sports. This cut is 
not one that will be supported 
fully amongst the student 
body.

The Half Hollow Hills 
school district is privileged 
enough to have its own 
Natatorium, located at High 
School West. Each year, it 
costs $325,000 to keep it 
open. On this issue, 63% of 
voters stated that they did 
not support keeping the pool. 
Having a pool at our disposal 
is a privilege, which perhaps 
some take for granted. It 
would appear that most of the 
community is willing to give 
up this privilege. The issue of 
the Natatorium is a sensitive 
one in the swimming and 
diving community, however 
with a decreasing budget 
certain changes must be 
instituted and opportunities 
once held may have to be 
given up.

A controversial topic at 
the initial meeting, which 
was greeted with negative 
shouts and comments among 
the crowd, was the closing 
of Chestnut Hill Elementary 
School. Although presented 
with declining enrollment, 
members of the community 
were still violently opposed to 
this change as Chestnut Hill 
holds a sentimental value to 
them as a building in which 
their children grew up. Some 
Chestnut Hill supporters 
even went after Vanderbilt 
Elementary School, asking 
why it wasn’t first to be 
closed. Obviously, they 
missed the information they 
were previously shown which 
concluded that Vanderbilt’s 
student population is greater 
than that of Chestnut Hill. 
In the survey, however, the 
majority did not support 

these sentiments. Only 36% 
supported keeping Chestnut 
Hill, leaving 64% in favor of 
closing the building.

Another change brought up 
is the closing of Candlewood 
Middle School. With this, 
Elementary grades would be 
expanded to include sixth, 
Middle School grades would 
only hold seventh and eighth, 
and High School grades 
would remain the same. This 
would save $2.5 million. This 
issue came close to even; 42% 
supported closing the school 
and 58% did not. While the 
majority was still not in favor 
of this decision, the number of 
those supporting it is shocking 
and a bit terrifying to Middle 
School students who wish to 
remain in their designated 
schools.

The biggest issue of the 
night, was the closing of 
High School West. This is a 
major proposal. The amount 
of money saved would be 
$5 million. However, is it 
worth more than doubling 
the population of students 
in one building? Is it worth 
increasing class sizes? 75% 
think not, as expected. While 
this may save the district 
the most money, the four 
years spent in high school 
are too important and should 
not be spent shoved into an 
overcrowded building. When 
asked about this issue, many 
students in High School 
East pictured the crowded 
hallways in between classes, 
and then doubled it to get 
an idea of just what would 
happen. Obviously, this was 
not an attractive vision. It’s 

nice to know that parents feel 
the same way.

As for academic programs, 
most of the voter support 
backed the elimination of 
elementary summer school, 
which would save $250,000. 
Good news to the music 
department: the elimination 
of elementary band, orchestra, 
and chorus programs was only 
supported by 36%, making 
this cut the least likely to take 
effect.

Regarding extra-curricular 
activities, the majority 
of participants supported 
combining high school junior 
varsity and varsity teams to 
save $600,000. Now, I’m 
not a sports person, however 
something tells me that 
members of the high school 
sports teams would not be 
happy with this on any level. 
Following closely behind this, 
by only 1%, is the elimination 
of all after school clubs and 
intramurals at the elementary 
level, which would save 
$30,000. The least of all of 
these is the elimination of 
all middle school athletic 
teams to save $400,000. At 
total of 69% of voters did not 
recommend this cut.

One issue, or rather the 
feedback from the audience 
over this issue, that was 
appalling was the reaction 
to staffing. Most parents at 
the meeting were ruthless to 
staff. Often, comments were 
made supporting cutting 
teachers’ salaries and benefits. 
Therefore, teachers would 
be paid less to teach larger 
classes and carry out a larger 
amount of work. On top of 

that, they would receive fewer 
benefits for their strained 
efforts. However, this issue 
of teachers’ salaries and 
benefits was not addressed 
in this survey, but rather the 
administrative positions. 
Many were in favor of 
keeping the entire security 
force for the next school year. 
Trailing behind, with only 3% 
support, was support for the 
reduction of building-level 
administrative positions.

A growing issue with the 
budget is the encouragement 
by the state to use District 
reserves to maintain programs. 
When it came to this, most 
voters recommended keeping 
this idea intact. Another issue 
addressed is “piercing the 
cap”. This process increases 
the tax levy beyond that which 
the Property Tax Levy Cap 
would allow. When voters 
were asked if they would be 
in support of piercing the cap 
in order to maintain some 
District programs, opinions 
were on the fence. 52% voted 
yes and 48% voted no. As for 
reasoning behind this, at the 
board meeting lots of negative 
tone surrounded the idea of 
“piercing the cap”, however, 
reading its definition may 
sound appealing, leading to 
a generally unsure public. 
However, interestingly 
enough, when posed with 
the situation in which the 
District were to present a 
budget which had reductions, 
but also pierced the cap, 40% 
flat out rejected piercing the 
cap, making it the highest 
percentage of votes in this 
area.

and photography. She 
believes that students who 
take those classes will use 
these skills since technology 

is everywhere. 
Apparently, there 
aren’t any specific 
classes for Seniors 
only, but Seniors 
who continue on 
with art classes 
can go up to the 
AP level. “Art is 
important because 
it teaches you the 
understanding and 
communicat ion; 
it teaches you 
everything in life. 
Studies show that 
students who take 
art do better in 
life, for example, 
on the SAT. Art 
is everywhere: in 
advertisements, 

clothes, packaging, etc. I don’t 
know if people know how  
nfluential art is.” Since Mrs. 
Utt is a photography teacher, 
she believes that photography 
is the most fun art class 
because students get to show 
their creativity and work in 
the dark room. There are also 
many art clubs available at 
East. These include: art club, 

photography club, fashion 
club, architecture club, and 
National Art Honor Society. 
Mrs. Utt says, “There is an 
art club for everybody’s 
interest. Each and every 
club does different types 
of projects and all of the 
clubs have a goal to improve 
the school in some way.”

Art classes are so much fun! 
They teach a lot about art, 
history, and creativity. Mrs. 
Utt isn’t the only art teacher; 
the entire department is made 
up of great art teachers. Mrs. 
Godoy teaches Fashion & 
Design and Illustration; Mrs. 
Norris teaches AP Studio Art 
and Drawing & Painting; Mrs. 
Mead teaches Architecture, 
Drawing for Design and 
Production; Mrs. Diodato 
teaches Ceramics & Sculpture, 
Photography I, and Media 
Art; Mr. Wiley teaches Media 
Arts, Computer Graphics, and 
Video; Ms. Haase and Ms. 
Nelkin teach Web Design; 
Ms. Cattone teaches Creative 
Crafts. A final thought: art 
relieves stress and gives you 
a break from the monotony 
of essays and tests, so take 
an art class and see how 
much it can help you!!

Art teachers pose with signs of some of the 
classes offered at HSE.

Alexus Haddad
News Editor
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On Thursday, January 10th, 
members of the Thunderbird 
Newspaper staff took a field 
trip to Hofstra University 
to attend an outstanding 
Student Press Day. High 
school students from various 
schools across Long Island 
gathered at this event to 
learn about the field of 
journalism and publication. 

The itinerary consisted 
of three sessions in which 
different speakers presented 
their experiences, careers, and 
opinions. In the first session, 
an investigative journalist 
from Newsday revealed 
many of her secrets and 
tactics that provide her with 
such success. She discussed 
the importance of sources 

Whether it’s in academics 
or extracurriculars, there 
is always something that 
students are working towards. 
It could be the regents or the 
big game. Ask the students in 
the music department what 
they work for, and they will 
all say the same thing: the 

concert. The concerts happen 
twice a year for the students 
in the band, orchestra, and 
chorus, as well as any other 
extracurricular ensembles, 
such as the cross campus 
band, orchestra and chorus. 

in investigative journalism 
because anonymous tips and 
other people can help the 
journalist 
to learn 
significant 
d e t a i l s 
for a 
story. The 
s e c o n d 
s e s s i o n 
of the 
day was 
comprised 
of a panel 
of well-
k n o w n 
people in 
the media 
i ndus t ry. 
From a 
r e c e n t 
c o l l e g e 
g r a d u a t e 
j u s t 

Newspaper Club Members Visit Hofstra 
University for Student Press Day

Taylor Kaston
Staff Writer

HSE Music Students 
Perform In Their

Lauren Lopez
Staff Writer

beginning her career to the 
editor of Newsday’s online 
breaking news, the people 
on the panel discussed 

important stories that have 
recently taken over the media. 
They spoke of Hurricane 

Sandy and 
even the 
Sandy Hook 
Elementary 
S c h o o l 
shooting in 
N e w t o w n , 
Connecticut. 
Last, but not 
least, a panel 
spoke to the 
high school 
s t u d e n t s 
a b o u t 
politics in 
journalism. 
T h e s e 
p a n e l i s t s 
spoke of 
the role of 
the media 
during a 

presidential election, as well 
as many other interesting 
ways in which social media 
impacts political elections 
in our society today.

Hofstra University’s 
Student Press Day allows 
high school students with 
zealous interests in journalism 
and communications to 
familiarize themselves with 
the field. The speakers and 
panelists had extremely 
fascinating stories and 
opinions regarding their jobs 
and the industry as a whole. 
If you have the desire to study 
journalism, public relations, 
communications, or any other 
similar field, you should 
definitely join the Thunderbird 
and take a trip with us to 
Hofstra’s Student Press 
Day—you won’t be sorry! 
 

Winter Concert
The Winter concerts this 
year were on Wednesday, 
December 12th and Tuesday, 
December 18th. The cross 
campus concert was on 
January 17th. Cross campus 
brings students from both 
East and West together to 
perform in their respective 
ensembles. As always, the 
performances  were a huge 
success. It’s always exciting 

to have worked so hard and 
have it all pay off on that 
one night. As always, a huge 
thanks goes out to Mrs. Strom, 
Dr. McRoy, Mr. Belanich, and 
Mrs. Benstock for directing 
such wonderful performances.  

Mr. Belanich with the HSE symphonic band

Mrs. Strom with the HSE Symphony Orchestra Dr. McRoy directs the HSE Concert Choir.

Newspaper Club members at Hofstra University’s 
Student Press Day.

This year’s Winter Pep Rally, 
which had to be rescheduled 
from December 21st to 
January 4th, was both lots of 
fun and effective in raising 
money for Hurricane Sandy 
Victims.  Students had the 
opportunity to donate money 
in exchange for seeing their 
teacher pied in the face. The 
teacher that raised the most 
money would be pied in front 
of the whole school. Mr. Del 
Giudice, the winner of the 
pie contest, set a new record 
for money collected. Mr. 
Seely came in second, with 
Mr. Rendon and Mr. Simon 
close behind. A big thank you 
to everyone who donated. 
Performances by the Hills 
East Cheerleaders, Dixettes 
and Expressive Movements 
kept the crowd entertained 
and lively. The school 
demonstrated their support 
and pride when all the winter 
sports teams walked through 
the gym. Good luck to all of  
the athletes throughout the 
rest of their seasons.

Winter Pep Rally
Natalie Haebich

Editor-In-Chief

HSE students enjoying the pep rally

Who will be the lucky one to get pied?
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On December 12th, 2012, a 
concert was held to help raise 
funds for Hurricane Sandy 
relief. Hurricane Sandy, the 
devastating superstorm that 
affected many areas on the 
East Coast, created a lot 
of damage that needs to be 
fixed, The concert was one 
way to raise money for the 
relief efforts. Many people 
lost their homes, and there 
are many lasting effects of 
the hurricane. Large parts 
of cities and towns lost 
p o w e r , and many 

communities 
close to the water 
had to evacuate. Many 
state parks were damaged 
and had to close down. On 
November 29th, 2012, the 
Associated Press reported 
that a total of 48 people lost 
their lives due to Hurricane 
Sandy. Many of New York 
City’s tunnels and subway 
systems were flooded and had 
to have water pumped out.

The concert was a huge 
success, raising about 
$50,000,000 for Hurricane 
Sandy relief. Some of the 
artists that performed were 
Bruce Springsteen and the E 
Street Band, Paul McCartney, 
the Rolling Stones, The Who, 
Eric Clapton, Kanye West, 
Roger Waters, Alicia Keys, 
Nirvana, Eddie Vedder, David 
Grohl, Jon Bon Jovi, and Billy 
Joel. In addition to the music, 

A Break From
February Break

Shari Bieber & 
Jake Irwin

Staff Writers

12/12/12:  The Concert  For  
Hurricane Sandy Relief
Heather Andelsman &
Hannah Wild

Entertainment Editor & Staff Writer 

John Bon Jovi and Bruce Springsteen perform at the 
12/12/12 Concert. Photo: Courtesy of Google Images.

there were a few well known 
actors and comedians set to 

take part in one way 
or another, 
i n c l u d i n g 

Billy Crystal, 
Jon Stewart, 

L e o n a r d o 
D i C a p r i o , 

Kristen Stewart, 
Chris Rock, 

Susan Sarandon, 
Adam Sandler, Jake 

Gyllenhaal, Jimmy 
Fallon, Steve Buscemi, 
Quentin Tarantino, Seth 

Meyers, and Sean Combs. 
The 12/12/12 concert 
tickets sold out almost 
instantly, and there were 
about 13,500 people there.

Hurricane Sandy affected 
many people on the East Coast, 
and some are still suffering as 
a result. Any relief that can be 
given to the victims is helpful 
and appreciated. For more 
information or to find out ways 
you can help, visit sandyrelief.
org. Victims of the storm will 
appreciate any and all efforts. 

Student Government Update

Student Government has 
been working hard to make 
your 2012-2013 school 
year the best year yet! 
Before the winter break, 
Student Government 
was responsible for 
the Operation Holiday 
fundraiser. The donations 
from Operation Holiday 
went to the M’ Yad 
L’Yad foundation. This 
foundation supports the 
needy families of our 
community. High School 
East was able to raise 

   It was a night full of food 
and dancing for the class 
of 2013 on Friday, January 
13th. For this year’s Senior 
Banquet, the East Gym was 

beautifully decorated with a 
Mardi Gras theme. Students 
walked through a shiny blue 
shade with Mardi Gras beads 
intact and instantly felt the 
party atmosphere of Mardi 
Gras. Seniors started off the 
night dancing to music played 
by DJ Randal Gaspard. 
They enjoyed a grand buffet 

of Italian food donated by 
Cirella’s Restaurant. Seniors 
also viewed their class video, 
which contained a montage 
of pictures and videos taken 
throughout the 2012-2013 
school year. Then everyone 

listened  carefully as their 
Student Government officers 
announced the results of the 
Senior superlatives. Win or 
lose, all of the Seniors had a 
great time dancing the night 
away and enjoying one of 
their last memories at High 
School East.

$1,300 for these families. 
Student Government 
officers and representatives 
also attended the holiday 
show at James E. Allen. 
Candy was wrapped up in 
bags for the students and 
delivered to them directly 
from Santa and his elves.

When High School East 
students return from the 
holiday break, Student 
Government organized 
Rock for Refugees on 
January 11th. High School 
East student bands rocked 
out and were able to raise 
money for Hurricane 

Shari Bieber
Staff Writer

Shari Bieber
Staff Writer

Seniors pose for a picture at the Senior Banquet

Hurricane Sandy had a 
significant impact on the 
entire tri-state area. As a 
result of the extreme weather 
conditions and widespread 
power outages, school was 
out of session for eight 
days. Seven of the days 
were due to the damages of 
Hurricane Sandy, and the 
eighth unscheduled day off 
was due to the snowstorm on 
November 7th and 8th. As a 
result, the Board of Education 
concluded that Half Hollow 
Hills Schools would be in 
session on February 19th, 
20th, 21st, 22nd and May 
28th.

The storm this past October 
can be considered one of 
Long Island’s worst storms on 
record. Many Long Islanders 
are still trying to recover 
from this superstorm and its 
effects. The weather is out 
of our control, therefore, 
it doesn’t seem right to be 
penalized vacation days for 
something this catastrophic. 
Schools on Long Island and 
in the city needed to figure 
out a way to make up the 
valuable days that were lost. 
Many individuals seem to be 
frustrated with their vacation 
time being taken away, but 
it shouldn’t cause anger in 
people, especially those who 
weren’t negatively affected in 
any way by the superstorm. 
Instead of worrying about 
days being taken away, people 
should be thankful that the 
storm did not cause major 
problems in their lives.  It is 
difficult, however, to concede 
to the fact that for the first 
time in any of our memories, 
we will not have the much 
needed and much anticipated 
break from the harsh winter

In addition, many families 
and teachers in the district 
have scheduled vacations 

during this week anticipating 
that they would have off. So 
now, the Board of Education 
is expecting families and 
teachers to cancel their 
vacations that they were 
promised so they can be in 
school. While most of us are 
fortunate enough to have no 
real reason to complain in the 
aftermath of a superstorm, 
this is unfair to families, 
and we would assume that 
most would probably still 
go on their vacations despite 
school being in session. This 
will result in many students 
being absent causing the 
students in school to suffer 
because teachers may not 
want to teach important 
lessons when so many of 
their students are not in class. 
It is completely unfounded 
that the state will not excuse 
five days of the break for 
“extraordinary conditions” 
unless the District first uses 
all scheduled vacations days. 
We would like to know who 
made up that rule! Due to 
the highly competitive nature 
of education, especially in a 
state as esteemed as ours, the 
state education department 
does not see fit to make 
accommodations for vacation 
time. 

Although we’ve already 
made adjustments in the 
area of mid-term week, that 
doesn’t affect students in 
the lower grades, thereby 
requiring these measures to 
be taken.  

That being said, there 
are many pros and cons to 
the unexpected calendar 
modifications that took 
place this school year.  With 
an unprecedented weather 
event like Superstorm Sandy 
hitting so close to home, it 
is no wonder that something 
extraordinary would need to 
be done.  All that remains is 
one, time-honored question: 
how many days until summer 
vacation?

Sandy victims. The officers 
and representatives were 
also excited to decorate 
the East Gym, along with 
the Art Club, and organize 
Senior Banquet. Student 
Government members 
helped to serve dinner and 
check Seniors’ coats as 
they entered the school. 
If you would like more 
recent updates on Student 
Government organized 
events, check out the 
Student Government 
eboard on the Half Hollow 
Hills website.

Senior Banquet
2013
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There has been a new 
phenomenon ever since the hit 
series Twilight first came out. 
Vampires have been running 
through every human’s mind 
b e c a u s e 
of the 
way they 
were first 
portrayed 
in the 
Twi l igh t 
s a g a . 
Vampires 
a r e 
portrayed 
as very 
g o o d -
l o o k i n g 
men and 
w o m e n , 
m a k i n g 
a l m o s t 
e v e r y 
teenager 
d r o o l 
o v e r 
t h e m . 
Twilight star Rob Patterson, 
otherwise known as Edward 
Cullen, created an image 
and a standard of how all 
vampires should look. Paul 
Wesley and Ian Somerhalder 
embodied the look similar 
to the vampires that Twilight 
fans craved. These actors star 
in the hit television sensation 

On December 17th, 2012, 
the sixth and final season of 
the hit CW -TV show Gossip 
Girl sadly came to an end. The 
episode, “New York, 
I Love You XOXO” 
tied up all the loose 
ends in the plot and 
gave most of the 
characters happy 
endings. In the 
finale, Blair Waldorf 
(Leighton Meester) 
and Chuck Bass (Ed 
Westwick) finally 
get married after six 
seasons of on and off 
relationships. In the 
previous episode, 
we see Chuck’s father, Bart 
Bass (Robert John Burke), fall 
to his death off of a building, 
witnessed by Chuck and Blair. 
They get married so that Blair 
doesn’t have to testify, but in 
the end it’s because they truly 
do love each other and have 
wanted to marry for a long 
time. Serena Van der Woodsen 
(Blake Lively) sees Dan’s 
(Penn Badgley) letter to her, 

which is the original chapter 
he had written about her for 
his book, about how much he 
truly loves her. She gets off 
of her plane to Los Angeles 
and comes back to the city 

to find him. Georgina Sparks 
(Michelle Trachtenberg) joins 
forces with Chuck’s uncle Jack 
(Desmond Harrington) in one 
last scheme to help Chuck and 
Blair. Nate Archibald (Chace 
Crawford) and Sage Spence 
(Sofia Black D’Elia) try to find 
out the identity of Gossip Girl 
in one last attempt to save The 
Spectator. By the end of the 
episode, Gossip Girl’s identity 

The Vampire Diaries...
A Huge Hit

Jordi Schmidt and 
Emily Shanker

Staff Writers

GOSSIPGIRL...
Final Season

Heather Andelsman
Entertainment Editor

The Vampire Diaries. 
The Vampire Diaries started 

in September of 2009 on 
the CW network, and the 
first season averaged 3.6 
million viewers. As the show  
progressed, the fourth season 
began in 2012, and it became 

more popular than ever.
With 4.8 million views by 
the fourth season, everyone 
began to rave over this hit 
show.  The show has received 
numerous award nominations, 
winning two People’s Choice 
Awards and many Teen 
Choice Awards. Vampire 
Diaries stars Nina Dobrev as 

Elena Gilbert, Paul Wesley 
as Stefan Salvatore and Ian 
Somerhalder as Damon 
Salvatore. The focus of the 
series is the love triangle 
that occurs between the three 
of them. Damon and Stefan 
are  vampires, and Elena is 

initially human.  
The setting of 
the show is in 
Mystic Falls, 
Virginia, and 
it is a fictional 
series based on 
s u p e r n a t u r a l 
b e i n g s . 
This show 

targets teens 
and young 
adults, mainly 
girls, interested 
in the drama, 
mystery and 
romance. As 
fans of this 
show, we would 
r e c o m m e n d 
this to teenage 
girls who are 
interested in 

starting a new series with 
lots of cliffhangers, romance, 
and blood. To start the series 
from season one, you can 
visit www.hulu.com or 
make an account at www.
neflix.com! Be careful, you 
never know if supernatural 
beings are lurking.

is finally revealed. William 
Van der Woodsen (Alec 
Baldwin) returns to win Lily 
(Kelly Rutherford) back, and 
Ivy Dickens (Kaylee DeFer) 
finally realizes that William 

was using her just 
to win Lily back. 
Special appearances 
are made by Dan’s 
sister, Jenny (Taylor 
Momsen) and 
Serena’s brother 
Eric (Connor 
Paolo). Other 
characters from 
previous seasons 
make cameos 
such as Vanessa, 
Juliet, Agnes and 
Lola. Kristen Bell, 

the voice of Gossip Girl, 
also makes a special guest 
appearance, along with Rachel 
Bilson. The episode features 
a part at the end showing 
where all of the characters 
end up five years later. The 
ending of Gossip Girl is 
bittersweet for longtime 
fans, and to those fans, even 
though it’s over, Gossip 
Girl will always live on. 

The cast of the Vampire Diaries which includes Nina 
Dobrev, Paul Wesley and Ian Somerhalder. 

Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

The cast of Gossip Girl. 
Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

Skyler Yahney
Entertainment Editor

Love in Motion is a band 
from Long Island that is 
quickly rising to fame. Dom, 
David, Matty and Tom are all 
extremely talented musicians 
who have been performing 
all over the Tri State area 
and selling out venues. Their 
songs are very catchy, and 
in my opinion, they could 
easily end up on any top 40 
list. Their hit song “Summer 
Kind of Love” has a beat that 
makes you beg for summer 
all over again. Before they 
turn into the next big thing, 
I got the chance to interview 
them so Hills East has a 
better understanding of who 
Love in Motion is. You can 
also follow them on Twitter 
or search them on YouTube 
if you are curious for more!

TB: How did Love 
in Motion form?
LIM: Dom and David 

originally formed Love in 
Motion. Shortly after they 
called Tom and then called 
Matt to record the EP.

TB: How did you come up with 
the name Love in Motion?
LIM: Dom came up with 
the name “Love in Motion” 
from a Skrillex song that 
he really enjoyed. The rest 
of the members agreed 
on the name shortly after.

TB: Who are 
your inspirations?
LIM: Our biggest musical 
inspirations are artists 
like One Direction, David 
Guetta and The Wanted.

TB: What is the hardest 
part about being in a 
band that performs often 
while still in high school?
LIM: One of the hardest parts 
of being in a band and staying 
in school is keeping a balance 
between shows, practices 
and homework/schoolwork.

TB: How often do you practice 
or rehearse each week?

LIM: We usually practice 
6-7 hours a week.

TB: Do you have any 
favorite venues that 
you have played so far?
LIM: On December 9th, 
we played at a venue in 
Patchogue, New York 
called The Emporium. It 
has been the biggest show 
we have played so far.

TB: What was the best 
part about filming your 
music video “Summer 
Kind of Love?”
LIM: The best part about 
filming “Summer Kind of 
Love”was having a good time 
at the beach while hanging 
out with our best friends.

TB: What has been 
your greatest experience 
so far as a band?
LIM: Our greatest 

experience as a band has 
been the close friendship/
bond we have formed 
together. Six months ago 
we were good friends, and 
today, we are brothers.

TB: What is the ultimate 
aspiration for Love In Motion?
LIM: Our ultimate goal 
is to have our music on 
the radio someday, as 
well as tour the world.

TB: Who would be your  
dream collaboration?
LIM: We would love 
to collaborate with 
David Guetta some day.

TB: When and where are your 
upcoming performances?
LIM: We played at The 
Architekt in Butler, New 
Jersey on January 26th. On 
February 8th, we played at 
the Bronx Underground in 
the Bronx, New York. On 
February 17th, we are playing 
with Allstar Weekend, Cute 
is What we Aim For and 
Nick Tangorra at Gramercy 
Theater in New York City.

Love in Motion 
Possibly the Next Big Thing

Members of the up and coming band 
Love In Motion
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Cody: You’re the best 
little brother ever! 
Love you so much!...
Alexus

Cas: Don’t leave me 
again…Dean

Katniss: I loaf  you….
Peeta

Tyler Grimaldi: Hi 
monkey. I love you! 
Happy Valentines Day 
TT!!...Lisa Diasparra

Akilah Weekes: 
Feel better and get 
awesome!...Adanna

Ian Mondschein: 
Hi! I know you want 
to be with me, but I 
know right now ain’t 
the right time. Have 
the bombdiggity of  
a day….Anonymous

Adam Shinbrot: Hey 
vice-chair! Have a 

splendid Valentine’s 
Day!...Anonymous

Alexa Valla: My favorite 
sophomore. Going to 
miss you….Edward Cho

Alie Cresciullo: I hate 
you but love you…
Edward Cho

Devan Calderon: 
OH WOOWWWW 
we don’t look alike…
Edward Cho

Joey Dunn: My homie 
see you when I come 
out…Edward Cho

Mrs. Nolan: Happy 
Valentine’s Day!...Mr. 
Nolan

Susan: You are the scum 
between my toes. I love 
u, mon cherie xox…
Daniela LeAnge

Mr. Goldman: Will you 
be my Valentine ;) …
Jordan Shapiro

Hannah Wild: I love 
you, Happy Valentine’s 
Day. You wild thing ;)…
Anonymous

Sydney Biegel: TbH I 
love you a lot and I hope 
my valentine has the 
best day ever!...Gabby 
Oliverio <3 your love

Gabby Oliverio: Happy 
Valentine’s Day babe! 2 
years in a row! I love you 
so much! XO have the 
best day…Sydney Biegel

Venkat G.:I want that 
curry and rice girl…
Happy Valentine’s Day 
;)…Andrew H. 

Andrew H.: You’ve been 
a mess, but I think I can 
clean you up…Happy 
Valentine’s Day!...Venkat 
G. 

Goldman and Carly: 
Y’all are the bomb. 
Happy Valentine’s 
Day…Anonymous

Carly Rubin: You’re so 
smart and beautiful…
James Defillipo

Carly R. and Lindsay G.: 
You’re beautiful! <3…
Jay Clay

Mrs. Cappiello: Happy 
Valentines Day! Love...
Anonymous

Areeta Shah: I love 
you with all my heart 
babycakes…Kamaal 
Williams

Lindsay Goldman: I 
hope my valentine has 
a sweet and happy 
Valentine’s Day!...
Wesley Jackson

Julia Gnieser: I am 
overly obsessed 

with you. Love you so 
much!...D’Nathan Knox

James Litchult: You 
are my night in shining 
a r m o r … N i c o l e t t e 
Cohen (aka your squishy)

Grant Rosenberg: I 
love it when we have 
playdates! Can’t wait for 
next time!...Alexa Pam

Jarred Rociopster: 
You are my 
sunshine you 
make me happy 
and I love 
you, you crazy 
monkey…your 
lunch buddy 
B-Boy-G

Jenna Sarcona: 
You smell really 
nice. (I know because 

I sit behind 
y o u ) …
Anonymous

C a m e r o n 
Weissler: I love 
you so much. You 
are the love of  my 
life. Always & Forever…
Jillian DeLuise

Ryley Fabber: You are 
the shiz, I love you…
Wesley Jaxx

Jessica Pelermo: You’re 
very nice & I love you…
Anonymous

Natalie Haebich: I love 
you more than food…
Anonymous

Hillary S: You are the 
shining light at the end 
of  the tunnel. Be my 
Valentine, honey!...
Anonymous

LeeAnn Piazzola: Hi 
mommy! ! ! ! . . .Marcus 
Piazzola

Marie Diamandis: When 
I first laid my eyes upon 
you… I cried, because 
you are too beautiful…
Wee Jaxx

W e s l e y 
J a c k s o n : 
I love you, 

Happy 
Valentines 

Day!...
Anonymous

Alexa Valla: You are 
beautiful. I love you 
so much. Can we get 
married? Become a 
model…Anonymous

Kristen Marchessault: 
I love you baby, and I 
did the dollar thing this 
time…Kevin Bormann

Natalie Boo Boo Child 
Haebich: Nestled 
amidst 2,000 acres of  
untouched wilderness 
magic is the source that 
sparked my love for 
you…Anonymous

Dominique:Thanks for 
$70…Henry

     Send a Valentine’s Message to Your Special Someone 

Proceeds from this 
Thunderbird fundraiser 
went to the American 

Heart Association.

Compiled by 
Natalie Haebich.
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Henry: Give me 
my money back…
Dominique

Alie Cresciullo: Love 
you so much! You are 
extremely attractive…
Zain Ali

Mr. Ciolfo: Love you…
Wes Jaxx

Ya e l : 
Idk what 
I would do 
without you. Y o u 
make me smile whenever 
I see you in the hallways! 
xoxo...Anonymous

Aysha Malik: I loved you 
since the first grade. You 
bring me joy and brighten 
my day...Anonymous

Moomie: Sorry I can’t 
be with you today but I 
love you for forever & a 
day. Happy Valentine’s 
Day!...Your pretty puppy

Sophia Geringswald: 
You are my enitre world. 
I have a shrine for you in 
my room...Anonymous

Shayne DePalma: From 
your secret admirer. You’re 
my life. Happy Valentine’s 
Day babee...Anonymous

Marisa Needle: Dearest 
Marisa, I love you like 
the fish loves the sea. Stay 
golden...Anonymous

Sam Hartman: Idk if  you 
have realized this but...I 
love you...Anonymous

Matt Schwartz: I really 
like you, but I’m afraid to 
talk to you. P.S. You smell 
good ;) ...Anonymous

Matt Tisch: You are 
so cute, you remind 
me of  Honey Boo 
Boo’s mom rubbed 
with hot chocolate...
Latisha Bonquee

Jenny Wang: “write 
that I’m awesome.”-

Jenny Wang...Joanna 
Wang

B r e t t 
Schneider: 

You’re beautiful! 
I love you!...Anonymous

Nikki Malholtra: You’re 
my BF, and the coolest 
person who ever lived. 
P.S. Blue lace...Matt 
Taylor

Brooke Pipietro: You’re a 
great friend! Always love 
talking to you. I’d send 
you hearts but I think 
you get enough already...
Matt Taylor

Amy Gill: You’re the 
sweetest girl I know. I’m 
a lucky guy. Will you be 
my Valentine?...Matt 
Taylor

Ben Edwards: Happy 
10 month Anniversary! 
Love You!...Nikki 
Malhotra

Mesha Rivers: You’re my 
best friend...Anonymous

Tifffany Coleman: I’m 
better than Mesha...
Anonymous

Adam Estes: I love you, 
I’m so happy to have you 
& you’re my best friend... 
Anonymous

Elee Wolf-Sonkin: 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
You’re a great friend. 
Spread the love...Anna

Juron Malcom: Love 
your best friend! <3...
Anonymous

Maia Rivers: You are my 
hero! I love you...Mesha 
Rivers

Aikta Rajput: If  you 
were a beet, I’d harvest 
you first... Dwight K. 
Schrute

Meri Koval: You’re 
really nice and pretty...
Anonymous

Hayley Cohen: You’re 
really nice and pretty...
Anonymous

My secret admirer: You 
are the peanut to my 
butter and the big to my 
deal, Love You!...John P.

Areeta Shah: What class 
do you have now?...
Anonymous

Jordan McRae-Ellis: 
Love you Big J...Wes Jaxx

Carly Paige: To my 
secret admirer: You’re 
so so so beautiful and 
so so so special. Happy 

Valentine’s Day!!...
Anonymous

Areeta Shah: Deliciously 
adorned nuts covered 
in a warm chocolate 
drizzle...Anonymous

Morgan Singer: When 
I first saw you, the love 
was instant. You are 
beautiful and everything 
I want! I like you, can we 
go out?...Elijah Clark

Adara Mifsud: Happy 
Valentine’s Day! You’re 
hotter than the eruption 
at Pompei. Awesome 
is your middle name. 
Because you shine 
brighter than cesium lit 
aflame. Knowing you 
makes me feel so blessed 
that for you I’d even fail a 
math test. I’m not gonna 
touch on how much you 
weigh; So I’ll just finish 
with, Happy Valentine’s 
Day!...Luke Shin

Vanessa Scott: I love 
You! <3 ...Anonymous

Aliyah Minor: Hey 

     Send a Valentine’s Message to Your Special Someone 

best friend ;) Happy 
Valentine’s day! xoxo...
Anonymous

Jennifer Wang: I’m scared 
of  you...Anonymous

Taylor Hason: Happy 
Valentine’s Day!! You 
are the cutest little mush 
in the world!! Love ya <3 
<3...Brandon Friedman

HSE: Happy Valentine’s 
Day!...Anonymous

Rachel: Happy 
Valentine’s Day BFF love 
yaaa <3... Andie

Matt Taylor: Roses are 
red, violets are blue, 
guess what... I love you! 
#bes t f r i endaward . . .
Nikki M. 

Taylor Hason: Happy 
Valentine’s Day!!! You 
are the love of  my 
life. Love you Tay-
Tay!!!!!!!!!...Justin Heller

Andie: Happy Valentine’s 
Day to my best friend. 
XOXO...Rachel
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Raw, dark, and riveting, 
Zero Dark Thirty is 
definitely the movie to see 
this winter. Nominated 
for five Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture, the 
film beautifully portrays 
the arduous hunt for Osama 
bin Laden and the woman 
at the center of the search.

Jessica Chastain plays 
Maya, the CIA agent who 
spent twelve years looking 
for the United States’ Public 
Enemy Number One. Based 
on the unnamed agent who 
dedicated her life to the cause, 
Maya is tough, determined, 
and fiercely intelligent; she 
is a strong woman holding 
her own in the traditional 
man’s world of international 
espionage. Chastain portrays 
her character with an 
incredibly raw power. The 
audience witnesses the great 
sacrifices Maya makes during 
the many years spent searching 
in her complete devotion to 
her work. We see how Maya is 

When Phil Simmons, 
played by Tom Everett Scott, 
and Alice Decker Simmons, 
played by Marisa Tomei, 
have to leave town for 
Phil’s job, they agree 
to let Alice’s parents 
Diane (Bette Miller) 
and Artie Decker (Billy 
Crystal) watch their 
three children. Alice 
doesn’t let her parents 
see their kids Harper 
(Bailee Madison), Turner 
(Joshua Rush) and Barker 
(Kyle Harrison Breitkopf) 
very often,because she 
believes them to be a bad 
influence, but they have 
no other option, so they 
allow Artie and Diane to 
watch the kids. Artie is very 
reluctant to do this, but Diane 
is determined to make sure 

incredibly human: she 
is tired, determined, 
and incapable of doubt.

The acting throughout is 
superb, and each character, 
h o w e v e r 
minor, has 
a level of 
c o m p l e x i t y. 
From the 
likable CIA 
agent who 
b r u t a l l y 
tortures a 
detainee at 
the beginning, 
to the agency 
o f f i c i a l s 
reluctant to 
put their faith 
in Maya, to 
the tough 
Navy SEALs 
who make the raid to kill bin 
Laden, each player in the hunt 
is deftly acted and incredibly 
real. We realize how many 
people were involved and 
how long the process was.

The audience can also see 
the questionable tactics used 
to gain intelligence. At the 
beginning of the movie, there 

What’s on the Big Screen

Grace Segers
Staff Writer

Heather Andelsman & 
Hillary Schier

Entertainment Editor

that the kids can connect 
with them so she can be close 
to her only grandchildren. 
The kids aren’t enthusiastic 
about it either, but they 

haven’t really gotten to know 
their grandparents well. Alice 
is very nervous, because 
Harper has a big Violin 

is an incredibly intense scene of 
torture. We see a man brutally 
beaten and waterboarded. The 
movie refuses to shy away 
from the horror of torture, 

providing a sickeningly 
realistic portrayal of the 
practice. The audience knows 
immediately that this is not a 
film that will sugarcoat reality.

Zero Dark Thirty is not to be 
watched while multitasking. 
In order to figure out exactly 
which agent is which and 
what that detainee said, the 

v i e w e r 
must give his full attention 
to the screen. The movie is 
excellently paced, constantly 
keeping the audience in a 

state of suspense, 
but scenes change 
quickly and new 
characters are 
constantly being 
introduced. The 
top CIA agents 
and National 
Security Advisors 
portrayed in the 
film are not given 
names, making 
it somewhat 
confusing to 
follow along. 
P r e s u m a b l y 
this is because 
these officials 

are still major players in the 
political realm, and it is far 
too close to the event for 
real names to be disclosed.

Neither President Bush nor 
President Obama is directly 
mentioned in the movie. This 
directorial choice aids the 
movie’s accuracy. The hunt 
for bin Laden is not presented 

as partisan, and therefore, 
the film is not biased 
towards either executive. 
It is simply presenting the 
facts in a cinematic venue.

Director Kathryn Bigelow 
and screenwriter Mark Boal, 
who also worked together 
on 2009’s Best Picture-
winner The Hurt Locker, 
have obviously done their 
research with this film. Boal 
spoke to many CIA agents 
and other federal officials, 
including the agent that Maya 
is based upon. The result is 
a gritty, realistic portrayal of 
what really happened. It is a 
tragedy that Bigelow, who 
directed Zero Dark Thirty 
spectacularly, was snubbed for 
a Best Director nomination.

Zero Dark Thirty is intense 
and intelligent, just like its 
main character. Everyone, 
especially those interested 
in politics and the inner 
workings of the CIA, should 
take the time to see it. The 
movie definitely deserves the 
accolades for which it has 
been nominated.

......................................................................................

audition, Turner has a stutter, 
and Barker is very wild and 
unpredictable. The kids are 
into high-tech items, like their 
smart house, and Artie and 

Diane aren’t up to date 
with this technology. 
Alice’s parenting is 

also very different 
from the way Artie 
and Diane raised 
her, which makes 
Alice very nervous 
about changing 
her kids’ habits.

This movie was 
a great movie for 
all ages, especially 
families. Everyone 
will have some 

sort of person 
or event in their 
family that they 

can relate to in this 
movie, and it will bring families 
closer together. Parental 
Guidance is funny, sweet, 
and fun for the whole family.

In Theatres:
Warm Bodies | directed by: 
Jonathan Levine | PG-13 

In this highly unusual 
mishmash of romantic 
comedy and horror that takes 
place during the aftermath 
of a worldwide zombie 
apocalypse, we follow the 
adventures of R (Nicholas 
Holt), a young zombie whose 
attraction towards a good-
looking female survivor, 
Julie (Teresa Palmer), slowly 
brings him back to life. It 
sounds sappy but has received 
positive reviews.  

Bullet to the Head | directed 
by: Walter Hill | R 

Based on a graphic novel, 
this action thriller tells the 
story of a hitman (Sylvester 
Stallone) and a cop (Sung 
Kang) who form an alliance 

to bring down the killers of 
their respective partners. Not 
surprisingly, it has received 
negative reviews. 

Stand up Guys | directed by: 
Fisher Stevens | R 

This dramatic comedy 
follows three elderly 
criminals, Val (Al Pacino), 
Hirsch (Alan Arkin), and 
Doc (Christopher Walken), 
reminiscing about the good 
old days and eventually 
fighting off an old mob boss 
to whom one of them owes a 
debt. It has received negative 
reviews, but seeing Arkin, 
Pacino, and Walken on screen 
all at one time sounds like a 
whole lot of fun.

What’s In 
Theaters

Continued on page 11

Max Wexler
Staff Writer
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The Miserable may be the 
title, but that definitely does 
not describe the film! Les 
Misérables is the blockbuster 
hit that opened Christmas 
day. I happened to have 
gone on Christmas day, and 
when I walked out of the 
theatre, I didn’t know what 
to feel. I was happy, sad, 
emotional, inspired; the list 
goes on. The story alone of 
Les Misérables is incredible, 
filled with amazing characters 
and wonderful songs. Les 
Misérables first started out 
as a novel and turned into a 
broadway musical in 1987.

The story takes place 
during the French Revolution, 
spanning a time period of 
18 years. Jean Valjean, the 
lead of the film, served a 
nineteen year prison sentence 
for stealing a loaf of bread. 
During the film, we follow 
the story of Jean Valjean, 

who throws away 
his parole and starts 
a new life, and other 
characters striving 
for happiness and 
survival during the 
revolutionary time 
period in France. The 
other characters in 
the film consist of the 
courageous Fantine, 
Inspector Javert, the 
innocent Cosette, 
the scheming 
Thenardiers, Marius, 
Eponine, Enjolras, 
and the Young 
Gavroche. The film 
also consists of 
world famous songs, 
such as “I Dreamed 
a Dream,” “On 
My Own,” “Bring 
Him Home,” and 
“One Day More.”

The acting in the 
film is incredible. 
The clear standouts 

By now everyone has 
to have heard the song 
“Gangnam Style,” by 
PSY. Park Jae-Sang, 
better known as Psy, is 
a South Korean singer, 
songwriter, rapper, dancer, 
and record producer. Psy 
is known domestically 
for his humorous videos 
and stage performances.  
Gangnam Style has about 
1,224,958,678 views 
on YouTube, and this is 
increasing everyday. Does 

anybody actually know 
what the song means? Not 
really! That’s the beauty 
of it! Why is this song so 
popular if no one knows 
the meaning of the words? 
One reason is that the 
music video is just plain 
odd in a comical way. 

The choreography is 
complex, but the settings 
are what makes it weird. 
For example, in the 
beginning of the video, 
Psy is seen in a horse 
barn. Before that scene, a 
kid who looks like him is 

Amanda Blum
Staff Writer

Cast List:
Jean Valjean- Hugh Jackman
Inspector Javert- Russell Crowe
Fantine- Anne Hathaway
Cosette- Amanda Seyfried 
Marius Pontmercy- Eddie 
Redmayne
Eponine- Samantha Barks
Thenardier- Sasha Baron 
Cohen
Madame Thenerdier- Helena 
Bonham Carter
Enjolras- Aaron Tveit
Young Cosette- Isabelle Allen

Photo: Courtesy of Google Images

Alexus Haddad
News Editor

Do You Gangnam Style?

in the film are 
Hugh Jackman, as 
Jean Valjean, and 
Anne Hathaway, 
as Fantine. 
H a t h a w a y ’ s 
performance is 
b r e a t h t a k i n g , 
as well as 
h e a r t b r e a k i n g . 
Both Jackman 
and Hathaway 
have already won 
Golden Globes for 
their performances. 
There are also 
breakout stars in 
Samantha Barks 
as Eponine, Eddie 
Redmayne as 
Marius, and Aaron 
Tveit as Enjolras. 
You may recognize 
these names from 
film and theatre. 
Barks played 
Eponine in the 
25th anniversary 

concert of Les Miserables, 
Redmayne was in the film, 
My Week with Marilyn, and 
Tveit was in the broadway hit 
Next to Normal and Catch Me 
if You Can.  Les Misérables 
was spectacular, filled with 
loving music, incredible 
acting, and an inspiring story. 
I loved it so much, that I 
saw it twice! Les Misérables 
was definitely an A+.

Photo courtesy of Google Images

dancing with Psy. The 
humor of the whole video 
makes people addicted to 
watching the actions of 
Psy. After the video was 
released,  Facebook News 
Feeds were increasingly 
“spammed” by Gangnam 
Style. The characters 
on Glee performed this 
song, which made even 
more people fall in 
love with it. Celebrities 
talk about Gangnam 
Style. The children of 
celebrities talk about 
Psy’s song. President 

Barack Obama even 
knows the choreography of 
Gangnam Style to allegedly 
“embarrass his daughters.” 
Gangnam Style is the most 
watched video in the history 
of YouTube. Many believe 
that Gangnam Style got 
over one billion views due 
to the fact that the video 
was humorous and very 
well promoted. Thanks to 
this one music video and 
outlandish choreography, 
Psy now has many new fans. 

Coming soon:
Identity Thief | directed by: 
Seth Gordon | R 

This comedy tracks the story 
of a successful businessman 
(Jason Bateman) attempting 
to hunt down a loud and 
obnoxious woman from the 
south (Melissa McCarthy) 
who has stolen his identity and 
is spending all his money. It 
doesn’t look like a cinematic 
masterpiece, but it should be 
good for a laugh or two.

Side Effects | directed by: 
Steven Soderbergh | R 

A suspenseful thriller about 
a young couple (Rooney Mara 
and Channing Tatum) whose 
world unravels when a new 
drug prescribed by Emily’s 
psychiatrist (Jude Law) - 
intended to treat anxiety - 
has unexpected side effects. 
Soderbergh is a talented 
director with a more than 
impressive résumé, so this 
should be good. 

A Good Day to Die Hard | 
directed by John Moore| R 
In the fifth installment in the 
delightfully ridiculous “Die 
Hard” series, New York cop,  
John McClain (Bruce Wills),  
heads to mother Russia to 
cause millions in property 
damage, shoot up Russians, 
and reconnect with his son 
(Jai Courtney). This film is 
almost certainly going to be 
incredibly stupid, but when 
it comes to Die Hard that’s 
usually a good thing.         

In Theaters
(Continued from page 10)
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What a surprising start to 
2013. After a six-year hiatus, 
Justin Timberlake is back 
making music, set to release 
his third album this year. 
Following a storied career with 
*NSYNC, and an incredible 
solo career, highlighted by 
his second album, FutureSex/
LoveSounds, which netted 
3 singles at the top of the 
Billboard charts, Timberlake 
decided to hang it up and 
pursue an acting career. Now, 
he’s surprisingly back, and has 
released his comeback single, 
“Suit and Tie.” How does 
the song hold up, though?

I’ll just say it right now- 
this song is no, “Cry Me A 
River,” and it’s no, “What 
Goes Around,” but it’s still a 
pretty decent song, especially 
after six years on hiatus. This 

Not going to spend 
too much time with the 
background behind the song 
or his backstory, because if 
you don’t know who Justin 
Bieber is, then you’ve been 
living under a rock. With 
that said, let’s start with the 
message of the song. Not 
surprisingly, it’s just another 
love song, much like the rest 
of the album (although if it’s 
not sappy and instead clever 
and creative and thoughtful, 
then it can be really 
successful). So, how about 
those lyrics by the Biebs?

Well... they’re alright. It’s 
nothing special like, “As 
Long As You Love Me,” was, 
but it’s not ear-screechingly 
terrible. They’re good to 
a certain extent. Some of 
the positives regarding the 
lyrics- “We’re gonna party 
like it’s 3012 tonight,” which 
is a reference to another 
song that Nicki Minaj was 
in titled, “2012,” which 

is one of those songs where it 
is impossible to just listen to 

it once, as I 
didn’t know 
what to feel 
after one 
listen. It was 
that different 
from anything 
else out there 
and different 
from anything 
else that he’s 
done prior to 
this. It takes 
m u l t i p l e 
listens to get 
a feel for 
this song. As 
I’ve talked 
with a lot 

of people about this song, 
they’ve said the same thing- 
one listen is not enough.

Addressing the positives 
of this song- these could 
be some of Timberlake’s 
strongest verses yet. Rarely 
has Timberlake gone into his 
falsetto (the only song that I 
can recall him doing so was on, 
“My Love,” which also went 
to #1 on Billboard), but when 
he does it and when it works, 
it’s something special. Does 
he maybe stay up there for too 
long in those verses? Possibly. 
However, it’s an incredibly 
strong vocal performance by 
Timberlake, and his vocals are 
one of the reasons why he is 
an artist that I highly respect.

What else is good about this 
song? The lyrics are pretty 

good as well. Sure, there 
are a few silly ones, like the 
one in the first verse where 
he sings, “Going out so 
hot, just like an oven,” and 
in the second verse where 
he sings, “So thick, now 
I know why they call it a 
fatty,” which is probably 
the worst of Timberlake’s 
in this song. But those are 
the only lyrical flaws in the 
verses. Some of the lyrics, 
such as the one where he 
proclaims that his girl is a 
classic just like Thriller (the 
classic album by Michael 
Jackson), and the ones in the 
choruses where he’s talking 
about dancing with his girl, 
are pretty good. Give the 
song this much credit- too 
many songs about love 
nowadays show no emotion 
whatsoever. However, on 
this track by Timberlake, you 
can clearly tell that he means 
every word that he says.

The other major positive 
that this song has going for it 
has to be in its chorus and in 
its beat. Man, the beat in the 
verses is catchy. It’s got a 
70s style to it, almost like an 
Earth, Wind and Fire song. 
The addition of the horns 
in the chorus, while a minor 
addition, still makes a big 
difference in the sound of 
this song. The violins in the 
song also add a nice touch as 
well, adding to the old school 
sound of this song. Anytime 
that an artist can produce 

POP OR FLOP?- SUIT AND TIE
BREAKING DOWN JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE’S LATEST SINGLE

an old school sound and stray 
away from the generic beat 
that’s filtering pop nowadays, 
it’s a positive for me. In terms 
of a catchy beat, this could 
be one of Timberlake’s best.

However, there are some 
moments where you do realize 
that Timberlake has been a bit 
rusty, as there are some major 
flaws in this song. Number 
one, there’s a bit too much 
profanity in this song. I’m 
fine with profanity in songs, 
as long as it is necessary to 
convey the emotion of a song. 
But this? Maybe a bit too 
much meaningless profanity 
that does nothing but make 
it impossible to play around 
little children. And number 
two, could they not think of 
a better intro to the song? It 
sounds so out of whack with 
the rest of the song that it just 
sounds unnecessary. An intro 
that actually flowed into the 
beat and makes you want to 
dance instead of scratch your 
head might be a good idea.

But, the worst flaw, and by 
a wide margin, has to be the 
verse that Jay Z brings to the 
table. I’m not the biggest Jay 
Z fan in the world, but he does 
have a lot of good songs and has 
shown that he can successfully 
do a guest verse, like he did 
in Beyonce’s hit, “Crazy In 
Love.” This verse, on the other 
hand is not his finest work. It 
goes on for far too long, and 
the beat changes so drastically 
on this one that you can 

barely tell that it’s the same 
song. Much like, “As Long 
As You Love Me,” this rap 
was highly unnecessary, and 
destroyed the positive vibes 
that this song was bringing 
to the table at that point.

Some of his lyrics, such as, 
“All black at the white shows, 
white shoes at the black 
shows,” which is a terrible 
play on words, and, “I’m at 
the restaurant with my rent, 
disturbing the guests,” just 
seemed phoned in and made 
up on the spot. This guy has 
been in the rap business for 
close to 20 years and has 
produced masterpieces, such 
as, “Empire State of Mind,” 
and this is the best that he 
can come up with for a guest 
rap verse? A bit disappointed 
in that. His contribution to 
the song was not needed 
whatsoever, as Timberlake 
probably should’ve 
gone solo on this song.
THE VERDICT:

Is this song as good as 
some of his other work? Not 
even close. However, for a six 
year hiatus and for music in 
general, is this song good? I’d 
say so. The beat is incredibly 
catchy, the lyrics by Justin 
Timberlake are pretty good, 
and the vocals are spot on. 
Take out Jay Z’s verse, and 
tweak the intro just slightly, 
and you’ve got a song that 
really could put Timberlake’s 

POP OR FLOP?- BEAUTY AND A BEAT
BREAKING DOWN JUSTIN BIEBER’S LATEST SINGLE

starred Jay Sean. “What you 
got, a billion could’ve never 
bought.” Another really solid 
lyric right there, showing 
maturity by Bieber, saying that 
money is not everything and 
that money cannot by real love.

But does that mean that 
all of the lyrics are like that? 
Absolutely not. “Show you 
off, tonight I wanna show you 
off,” and, “Body rock, girl I can 
feel your body rock,” open up 
their respective verses, and are 
not exactly strong or powerful 
lines. I get that this is an up-
tempo and fun love song, but 
c’mon... really? Tonight I 
wanna show you off? So your 
goal is not necessarily to find 
true love, but instead to make 
other girls jealous? These 
have to be the only 2 lyrical 
flaws regarding Justin Bieber. 
Everything else, however, is 
pretty good lyrically. That’s one 
area where Bieber has matured 
massively (remember just a 
few years ago, his chorus was, 
“Baby, baby, baby, oh,” so this 
is a really good progression).

Before dissecting Nicki’s 
verse, what about the beat? 
Well... much like Bieber’s 
lyrics, it’s got some flaws,  
and it’s got some nice things 
going for it. Starting with the 
positive- the build up from 
Nicki’s verse to the final 
chorus in terms of the beat 
is, dare I say it, flawless. It’s 
almost like from the second 
chorus on, it’s working 
towards something, and it all 
comes together in the final 
chorus. Executed perfectly, 
I might add. The beat in the 
verses is also pretty good- 
not perfect, but very solid 
overall. But, there are some 
negatives- 2 in fact. Number 
one, the sudden transition 
to the chorus. I’m all for 
slowing it down, but at least 
give us a warning. It pretty 
much came out of nowhere. 
If you didn’t know any 
better, it’d almost be like 
you’re listening to 2 different 
songs. Number two, the 
dance break. I’ll admit- I 
think the idea of a dance 
break is somewhat overused, 

but when used right, can be 
very good. However, this 
one? Not so much. It doesn’t 
remotely lead the song from 
the slow part into the second 
verse (up tempo). It also feels 
somewhat dull, like they tried 
to do too little. Bieber’s first 
experiment with dubstep was 
a mixed bag, in my opinion.

As for Nicki Minaj and her 
verse on this song- it’s terrible. 
She destroys anything positive 
that this song has going for 
it. I’m not a Nicki Minaj fan 
by any means, 
but this verse 
is just terrible. 
Let’s examine 
some of these 
lyrics, shall 
we? “World 
tour, it’s mine, 
ten little letters 
on a big sign.” 
This is my 
number one 
criticism of 
guest rappers 
on songs. They 
don’t rap about 
the subject 

whatsoever, but rather, they 
just brag about themselves. 
And that drives me nuts. 
What is Nicki rapping about 
in a song about love? She’s 
rapping about her star status 
(those ten little letters are 
(N-I-C-K-I-M-I-N-A-J) .

“Beast, beauty from 
the streets, we don’t get 
deceased.” You’ve got to 
be kidding me. We don’t 
get deceased? Thanks for 
the heads up- I thought that 
finding true love could kill 

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

Continued on next page.
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As 2013 is now in full 
swing, it’s time to look back 
on the year in music that 
was 2012. For many artists, 
it was a prosperous year, as 
they became recognized, 
or immensely popular. For 
others? It was a disaster-filled 
one, and one that they would 
love to forget. So, who were 
the winners 
and losers of 
2012 in music? 
NOTE: Any 
artist that had 
just 1 hit is 
not eligible 
for this list, 
so PSY, Carly 
Rae Jepsen 
and Gotye are 
automatically 
i n e l i g i b l e 
from this list.

WINNER: At 
this point in his 
life, I thought 
that he would 
be off the 
map by now. 
However, to my 
surprise, he’s 
still around, 
and boasted 3 
songs that went 
in the top 10 on Billboard. 
Yes, I’m talking about Justin 
Bieber. From a pure musical 
standpoint, Bieber was a 
winner this year. At the start 
of the year, I couldn’t stand 
his music, and now, I’m 
actually a fan of his latest 
album, Believe. And it’s not 
just my opinion, as he got 3 
legitimate hits this year, with, 
“Boyfriend,” “As Long As 
You Love Me,” and, “Beauty 
and a Beat.” And all of those 
songs are at least decent, if 
not, better. His album went 
certified platinum, and it was 
#11 on the year-end charts. In 
terms of his personal life, it 
was probably not his year. But 
in terms of musical respect, 
recognition, songs and all of 
those other things, Bieber 
had a pretty good 2012.

LOSER: Thankfully, for 
everybody who can appreciate 
good music, LMFAO was 
a big time loser this year. At 
the beginning of 2012, “Sexy 
And I Know It,” was still at 
#1 on the charts, riding on its 
success from 2011. But once 
that song fell off, and they 
played with Madonna at the 
Super Bowl, the wheels just 
fell off the bus. The group 
released their next single, 
“Sorry For Party Rocking,” 
and apparently, all of America 
was tired with the group and 
their jokes and their nonsense. 
That single flopped, and then, 
the group decided to go on 
hiatus. Artists that have actual 
talent and legendary songs, 

HIGH NOTES & SOUR NOTES
THE WINNERS AND LOSERS IN MUSIC OF 2012

like Justin Timberlake or Bon 
Jovi, can go on hiatus and 
come back and be recognized. 
But will anybody recognize 
LMFAO if they come back in 
5 years? I don’t think so. What 
a terrible year for this group.

WINNER: What band really 
took advantage of 2012? 
That would be fun., who 
was unknown just a year 

ago, and now, is everywhere 
on the radio. It started when 
Glee covered their single, 
“We Are Young,” and sales 
rose from 3,000 to immense 
popularity. Then, once that 
song was featured in a Super 
Bowl commercial, the song 
just took off, shooting up to 
#1 on Billboard for 6 weeks. 
Once that single died down, 
they released their second 
single, “Some Nights,” which 
is derived of Queen influence 
and works wonders. Both of 
those songs are some of the 
best songs of the year. Their 
album made the top 20 in 
terms of total sales for all of 
2012, and while, “We Are 
Young,” peaked at #1 and 
ended as the third best selling 
song of 2012, their other hit, 
“Some Nights,” peaked at #3 
and ended up as the fourteenth 
best selling song of 2012. 
Don’t be surprised if, “Carry 
On,” starts dominating the 
charts in 2013. From obscure 
to popular, that’s fun. for you.

LOSER: The two crazy ladies 
of pop both happened to make 
the loser list, and one of them 
is Lady GaGa. Now, is it fair 
to call her a loser in terms of a 
business standpoint, because 
she’s currently on tour right 
now and she’s sold out every 
single one of her shows? Not 
necessarily. But, in terms of 
a musical standpoint and a 
popularity one, is it fair to call 
her a loser? I’d say so. And 
unlike LMFAO, I am a Lady 
GaGa fan. She has a lot of 

good songs, and she’s got a lot 
of musical talent. However, 
with that said, she didn’t have 
a single hit in 2012. “Marry 
The Night,” was the final 
single that she released from 
her latest album, and that 
only had moderate success. I 
did happen to like that song 
a lot, but apparently, most of 
America did not, as it only 
peaked at #29. She dominated 

2010 with her 
one song, “Bad 
Romance.” The 
year 2009 was 
all about, “Just 
Dance,” and, 
“Poker Face.” 
And in 2011, 
the talk of music 
was, “Born 
This Way.” She 
didn’t dominate 
2012 like that at 
all. In fact, she 
barely scratched 
the surface.

WINNER: The 
final winner of 
2012 has to be, 
without a doubt, 
One Direction. 
I mentioned 
this in a Pop or 
Flop? segment 
in the last paper, 

but when boy bands aren’t 
popular, they’re the punchline 
of every joke. And when 
they’re popular, it’s almost 
like the second coming of 
the Beatles. One Direction, 
a British boy band derived 
from X Factor, and created 
by Simon Cowell, went from 
a random paring up of people 
who got rejected as solo 
artists from the competition to 
now, arguably, the biggest pop 
act in the world. They sold out 
Madison Square Garden this 
year in 1 minute, and if they 
wanted to, could probably 
sell out MetLife Stadium. 
In America, they released 2 
albums this year, and their 
first album, Up All Night, was 
the fifth best selling album 
of 2012. All of their singles, 
starting with, “What Makes 
You Beautiful,” then, “One 
Thing,” and, “Live While 
We’re Young,” had immense 
success in the USA, and their 
latest album, Take Me Home, 
went certified platinum in 
the USA and went to #1 in 
both the USA and the United 
Kingdom. The best part for 
fans of the group? They 
don’t have anybody talented 
enough to go solo (like Justin 
Timberlake), so expect this 
group to be making some 
music for a long, long time.

LOSER: This was supposed 
to be the year of Madonna. At 
the start of 2012, everybody 
was saying how this year, 
Madonna would dethrone 
Lady GaGa and take her 

place at the throne once more. 
And... it was anything but 
that. It started with her first 
single, “Give Me All Your 
Luvin’,” and that had Nicki 
Minaj and M.I.A. in it. With 
all the publicity that the song 
received, it only charted at #10, 
and after one week, fell off the 
charts and became obscure. I 
thought that her Super Bowl 
halftime show was good, but 
she didn’t do anything off of 
that. The show was marred 
by controversy, particularly, 
M.I.A. and her middle finger. 
After the halftime show (the 
week that the song charted), 
the song died. Single #2, 
in, “Girl Gone Wild,” only 
charted at #106, so call that a 
flop of a single as well. And 
her third single from MDNA, 
called, “Turn Up The Radio,” 
didn’t even chart on Billboard. 
As for her album, it did go to 
#1 in the first week, but only 
charted as the 44th best album 
in terms of sales of the year. 
In addition to that, the album 

footprint back on the music 
industry. If this is just some 
of what Justin Timberlake has 
to offer on his latest album, 
The 20/20 Experience, then 
I’ll eagerly be anticipating the 
release of his next album. Not 
a bad comeback single at all. 
FINAL SCORE: 4 out of 5

you, but thanks Nicki for 
letting me know otherwise. 
Why on earth are you trying 
to make this rhyme? Not 
everything needs rhyming 
(and we’ll get to the worst 
lyric soon). And if you were 
really trying to make this 
rhyme, then for goodness 
sake, think of a better lyric 
then, “we don’t get deceased.”

“Every time a beauty on the 
beats.” What is that supposed 
to mean? No, I’m not omitting 
anything from that- that’s the 
final lyric on her verse, and 
it directly follows the line 
about being deceased. That’s 
a fragment, number one. 
Number two, that doesn’t 
even make sense. Again, 
you’re trying way too hard to 
make this rhyme. Beauty on 
the beats? The beautiful girl 
beautifies on beats? It doesn’t 
make any sense, and that’s one 
of the problems with this verse 
by Nicki- it makes no sense.

But you know I couldn’t 
omit these 2 lines by Nicki. 
I’ve heard lazy lyrics, I’ve 
heard stupid lyrics, and this 
has to fall somewhere in the 
insanely stupid category. The 
first time I heard this song, 

Continued from page 12.
Suit and Tie...

Continued from page 12.
Beauty and a Beat...

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

I’ll admit- I laughed at those 
lines just for how stupid 
they sounded. Here you go:

“Justin... Bieber, you know 
Imma hit ‘em with the ether.

Buns out, weiner, but I gotta 
keep an eye out for Selena.”

In case you did not know, 
Justin Bieber’s girlfriend was 
Disney star Selena Gomez 
at the time of this song. “Hit 
‘em with the ether?” Again, 
what on earth is that supposed 
to mean? Especially since 
you just rapped a second ago 
about your stardom status, 
now you’re doing what? 
“Buns out, weiner?” I don’t 
even know what to say to that 
one- the jokes pretty much 
write themselves with that 
one. And, then, I can’t forget 
the fact that she stretches out 
Selena so that it sounds like 
Selener to make it rhyme. 
Nicki Minaj... why did you 
have to kill this song? I just 
don’t get the logic behind it. 
The irony of all of this? Once 
the song got popular, it was 
the end of their relationship.

THE VERDICT
So, how does this song hold 

up? Bieber’s part was good, 
and then Nicki Minaj came in 
and downgraded it. The sad 
part is this- having listened to 
the entire album, I really hope 
that Bieber releases 10 singles 
from this album, because 
there were much better 
options that could’ve easily 
shot up to #1 than this song. 
It’s an average song when all 
is said and done. Not his best 
work, though. Hopefully, his 
fourth single from the album 
(hopefully it’s something 
like, “Die In Your Arms”) 
is much better than this. 
FINAL SCORE: 2.8 out of 5

only went gold (500,000 
total sales), and that was 6 
months after the release. 
Taylor Swift’s latest album 
sold over 1,000,000 copies in 
1 week, and Madonna’s latest 
album sold over 500,000 in 6 
months? And, the album itself 
received mixed reviews, with 
a lot of them being negative. 
As for her concert tours, they 
were marred by controversy, 
as she had to cancel some 
of her shows overseas due 
to religious controversies. 
The stars were lined out 
perfectly for Madonna- it was 
a year where GaGa was doing 
nothing, where she would be 
performing at halftime of the 
biggest television event of all-
time in terms of ratings, and 
where she would finally have 
the chance to come back onto 
the music scene. And the end 
result was a big time flop of 
a year, and possibly, it’s time 
for Madonna to hang it up.
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Mess of a Season
Breaking Down the Dysfunctional New York Jets

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

 Collin’s Corner

Breaking news- the 
New York Jets are a mess. 
They’re a bigger mess than 
the Mayan calendar. After a 
horrid performance by Mark 
Sanchez against Tennessee 
on Monday Night Football, 
Rex Ryan finally had the guts 
to bench Sanchez and start 
the fan favorite for the next 
game. That fan favorite is... 
Greg McElroy? Another game 
gone by, another game in 
which Tebow has no chance 
whatsoever to prove himself 
worthy of the job. And the 
entire situation is a mess for 
this New York franchise.

Rex Ryan is the only coach 
that I can remember to have 
a quarterback controversy 
and make both quarterbacks 
unhappy. The controversy 
from the very beginning was 
Sanchez against Tebow, and 
one was bound to be unhappy, 
naturally. And yet, somehow, 
Rex Ryan has made both 
Sanchez and Tebow unhappy. 
When Tebow is expressing 
that he’s disappointed in the 
locker room, you know that 
he’s internally frustrated. 
Anytime that Tebow expresses 
any negative emotion, you 

know that it’s a bad thing. 
And how was Rex Ryan 

so stubborn to keep Mark 
Sanchez as the starter in the 
first place? His passer rating 
was only better than Matt 
Cassel’s. His total QBR this 
season was 23.4 (terrible); he 
had 13 touchdown passes and 
18 interceptions, and a 54.3% 
completion percentage. 
Which one 
of those stats 
reflect a guy 
that’s making 
the same amount 
of money as 
Aaron Rodgers? 
The fact that 
Rodgers, a 
Super Bowl 
champion, a Pro 
Bowl player, 
and a franchise 
quarterback, is 
making about 
the same type of 
money that Mark Sanchez is 
making is a discount double 
choke on the part of the Jets.

Better yet- did Rex Ryan 
want Tim Tebow to come 
to the Jets in the first place? 
I don’t think so. Why make 
a trade and give up a fourth 
round draft pick if you’re not 
going to use that player? I 
thought there was going to be 

some creativity in the system- 
maybe some wildcat offense 
(that’s why you brought in 
Sparano), goal line sets and 
some fake plays. And I’m not 
sure that Tebow’s been on the 
field for 50 plays this season. 
The whole situation was 
mishandled by the Jets. They 
never should’ve traded for 
him in the first place if they 

were never going to use him.
Remember this- Tim Tebow 

had the option of going to 
either the Jaguars or the Jets. 
The Jags actually put the better 
offer out, as their fourth round 
pick was more valuable than 
the Jets’ fourth rounder, and 
the Broncos left it up to Tebow 
to choose his destination once 
they signed Peyton Manning. 

He chose the Jets in hopes 
that he could beat out Mark 
Sanchez, lead the Jets to the 
promised land, and cement his 
legacy as a real quarterback. 
I’m not sure that Tebow has 
many regrets in life, but if 
he has one, it’s probably 
choosing the Jets over the 
Jags, because he’s wasted 
a season of his NFL career 

playing for 
this team.

T e b o w 
never got a 
fair shot at 
the job- let’s 
get that out 
of the way 
right now. It’s 
not like this 
guy stunk 
last season- 
you’ve got 
to have some 
talent to win 
the division 

and then win a playoff game 
against Pittsburgh against 
all odds. Was he the greatest 
last season in Denver? 
Absolutely not. However, he 
was only in his second year 
as a quarterback, and his first 
as the starter for the majority 
of the season. You can’t give 
up on a guy after that and say 
that he can’t play the position. 

He never got his fair chance 
at the starting job, and it just 
seemed from the start like the 
Jets wanted him for the sole 
purpose of selling jersey sales. 

Now, the Jets want to trade 
Mark Sanchez and dump 
Tim Tebow. I’m sorry- how 
are they going to trade Mark 
Sanchez? How are they going 
to trade a guy that went under 
50% completion in 8 games 
of the 15 this season? How 
are they going to trade a guy 
making a massive contract 
form what may be a third 
stringer at best? How do you 
trade a guy that maybe played 
4 good games (Buffalo, first 
one against New England, 
Indianapolis, St. Louis) all 
season? How do you trade 
a guy that has been in a 
steady decline since entering 
the league? Good luck with 
that. When David Caldwell 
turns down $1 million to be 
the general manager of the 
Jets, you know there’s an 
organization in chaos. When 
Fireman Ed decides to call 
it quits, you know that this 
organization is at one of its 
lowest points ever. It’s going 
to take a lot more than hiring 
a new general manager and 
firing Sparano to improve 
this mess of a situation.

PICK SIX: SUPER BOWL XLVII
BREAKING DOWN THE TOP 6 STORIES FROM SUPER BOWL XLVII

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

After what looked like a 
blowout, and mirror image 
of those bad Super Bowls of 
the 1980s, the 49ers staged 
a comeback and made Super 
Bowl XLVII go from a 
snoozer to a classic. In the 
end, the Ravens outlasted the 
49ers with a final score of 
34-31 and ended up giving 
San Francisco their first loss 
in Super Bowl history, and 
more importantly, giving 
Baltimore their second title 
in franchise history. With the 
season now officially over, 
it’s time to recap the Super 
Bowl with Pick Six. So, what 
were the top 6 takeaways 
from Super Bowl XLVII?

1. Jubilant for Jacoby
We’ll begin with Baltimore 

wide receiver Jacoby Jones, 
who I think deserved to be 
the MVP of the game even 
more so than Flacco. Why do 
I say that? First, let me start 
off by stating that Jacoby 
Jones has to be the most 
loved player in Baltimore 
for various reasons. With 

the case, however, for MVP, 
Jacoby Jones had only 2 plays 
throughout the game, but 
they were big ones. One was 
the 56-yard touchdown catch 
and the other was the longest 
return in Super Bowl history, 
with a 108-yard kickoff return 
to open up the second half. I 
don’t have anything against 
Flacco winning the award, but 
I will say that he disappeared 
throughout the second half 
and that he got very lucky on 
the deep ball to Jacoby Jones 
(that was more of a great 
catch and great yardage after 
the catch than it was a great 
throw). If the Ravens did not 
have Jacoby Jones, then I’m 
not sure we would be talking 
about Baltimore getting their 
second Super Bowl win. He 
played an amazing game 
and probably deserved to 
win the MVP with his two-
touchdown performance.

2. Flipping the Power On
The San Francisco 49ers 

took the field in the first 
half, looking half asleep and 
very nervous. They took the 
field in the second half, and 
after the kickoff return for a 
touchdown, they looked like 

they were ready to throw in 
the towel. I had predicted in 
my Friday Night Quarterback 
that we were overdue for 
a bad Super Bowl, and 
about 33 minutes into the 
game, it looked that way. 
And then... the power went 
out. In an event that we’ll 
most likely never see again, 
the power went out at the 
Mercedes-Benz SuperDome, 
causing a delay that lasted 
34 minutes. And without the 
power outage heard round 
the world, this game would 
not even be remotely close. 
Once the power went out, 
you could just see the change 
in the mentality of the 49ers. 
They attacked the Ravens; 
Kaepernick looked like the 
quarterback we had seen in 
prior playoffs, Frank Gore 
was torching Baltimore’s 
defense on the ground (he 
singlehandedly outrushed the 
Ravens), and if that game 
lasted 5 more minutes, I’m 
fairly certain that the 49ers 
would’ve pulled off the biggest 
comeback in Super Bowl 
history. The power outage 
definitely hurt the Ravens and 
definitely helped the 49ers.

3. The Final Sequence
What do I have to say 

about the final drive that the 
49ers called? It was terrible 
play-calling all around. First, 
I do not agree whatsoever 
with the decision to throw 
the ball on second, third, and 
fourth down. You have Frank 
Gore, LaMichael James, and 
the running ability of Colin 
Kaepernick, and that got 
you 182 yards throughout 
the game on a 6.3 yards per 
carry average (an amazing 
total). Why on earth would 
you then throw 3 straight 
passes when Baltimore’s 
defense did not have an 
answer to stop the ground 
game? It made absolutely no 
sense. It’s not like clock was 
a factor- the sequence started 
with 2:30 left in the game. 
The correct plan would’ve 
been to call a play on first 
down, then call another play 
(maybe something out of the 
Pistol formation) before the 2 
minute warning. Depending 
on where you are, you can 
throw it or run it. Bottom line 
is this- the 49ers had 3 plays 
to go 5 yards with clock not 
being a factor. The facts that 
they had to burn a timeout, 

didn’t throw to Davis once, 
called the same play twice, 
and relied on a fade route to 
Crabtree to win the game is just 
insane. What were Harbaugh 
and Roman thinking?

4. Super Entertainment?
One of the reasons why 

the Super Bowl is the biggest 
event in American sports is 
because it offers something 
for everyone, from the football 
fans to the entertainment 
fans. How were the halftime 
show, the commercials, and 
everything else along the way? 
Let’s start with the halftime 
show featuring Beyonce. I 
have to say, it was one of my 
favorite halftime shows of 
all time. I’d have no qualms 
putting this as the #3 halftime 
show of all time, only behind 
U2 and Michael Jackson. 
The technology that Beyonce 
used on the stage, combined 
with the music selection, the 
reunion of Destiny’s Child, 
and her incredibly powerful 
vocals, led to an amazing 
halftime show. My favorite 
moments from that halftime 

Continued on next page.
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When most people used to 
think of the Big East, the first 
thing that came to mind was 
basketball. Since its creation 
in 1979, the Big 
East has been 
a dominant 
basketbal l 

conference, as Big East 
schools have won a remarkable 
11 national basketball 
championships. Now, when 
people think of the Big East, 
they think of conference 
realignment and instability. 
The Big East isn’t even a 
shadow of what it used to be. 
The conference has lost all 
but one of its charter members 
and is in danger of losing even 
more schools in the near future. 

The demise of the Big East 
started in 2003 when the 
ACC stole Miami, Virginia 
Tech, and, soon after, Boston 
College. Back then, the Big 
East was able to regroup and 
add a few new and valuable 
replacements in Cincinnati, 
Louisville, and South Florida. 
The conference also added 
DePaul and Marquette for 
all sports except football. 
The Big East was still widely 
considered the best basketball 
conference in the nation. The 
Big East didn’t realize that 
the raid by the ACC would 
end up being the beginning 
of their fall from prominence

Because conferences are 
required to have 12 football 
teams to have a conference 
championship; beginning in 
2005, the ACC’s expansion 
to 12 teams allowed the 
conference to have a conference 
championship in football. 
The addition of a conference 
championship game helped 
the ACC’s negotiations for 
a new luxurious TV deal. 
The other major conferences 
noted the ACC’s success and 
decided to consider expanding 
to 12 teams themselves. 
However, the Big East ended 
up on the outside looking in 
when it came to adding new, 
more prominent schools.

In 2009, the Big Ten and Pac-
10 hinted at expanding to 12 
teams, but it wasn’t until 2010 
that the first major wave in 
conference realignment began. 
In June, the two conferences 
made their moves. The Pac-10 
added Colorado from the Big 
12, Utah from the Mountain 
West Conference and changed 
their name to the Pac-12, while 
the Big 10 stole Nebraska 
from the Big 12. The Pac-12 

shocked college football fans 
everywhere by almost adding 
Texas, Texas Tech, Oklahoma, 
and Oklahoma State in a move 
that would have created the 
first 16 team super-conference 
and possibly saved the Big 

East from the 
instability and 
collapse that 

it was about to 
f a c e .

I n 

November 
2010, the 
Big East 
a d d e d 

a rising 
football power, TCU, to expand 
its football. The optimism 
towards the Big East becoming 
a power football conference 
began to dwindle as the Big 12 
began to regroup. The Big East 
planned on adding some of 
the leftover Big 12 schools if 
it collapsed. Instead, the ACC 
added Syracuse and Pittsburgh 
from the Big East in September 
2011, while the Big East also 
lost West Virginia and newly 
added TCU the next month 
at the hands of the Big 12.

The Big East wasn’t left with 
many viable candidates when 
compared to the first time it 
was raided by the ACC. The 
conference made a futile effort 
to regroup by adding Central 
Florida, Houston, Memphis, 
and Temple, along with football 
only schools Navy, Boise 
State, and San Diego State. 
The conference still looked 
like it could be a prominent 
basketball conference even 
with the recent departures.

The feelings of instability 
around the conference 
continued to exist as time 
went on. Notre Dame moved 
to the ACC in all sports 
except for football, and the 
Big East countered by adding 
Tulane in all sports and 
East Carolina for football. 
Meanwhile, Louisville, 
UConn, and Cincinnati had 
been vocal about wanting 
to leave the Big East for the 
ACC, but only Louisville 
was given the opportunity, 
bolting for the ACC beginning 
in 2014. In addition, before 
even playing a game in the 
conference, Boise State and 
San Diego State decided to 
withdraw themselves and 
return to their old conference, 
the Mountain West. Outraged 
by the conferences failures 
throughout conference 
realignment, the 7 basketball 
only schools (Georgetown, St. 
John’s, Villanova, Marquette, 
DePaul, Seton Hall and 
Providence) are processing a 
deal to leave the Big East and 
form their own conference. 
Should these seven schools 
end up leaving, it will be 
the final nail in the coffin in 
the demise of the Big East.

The Demise of 
the Big East

Matt Tisch
Staff Writer

show had to be her stunning 
rendition of, “Halo,” the 
reunion of Destiny’s Child, 
and an incredible opening 
with, “Love On Top,” 
proving to the whole world 
that Beyonce can sing. I was 
a bit surprised that Jay Z 
was not on stage alongside 
Beyonce during, “Crazy In 
Love,” but that’s just me. As 
for the commercials, there 
were a lot of good ones this 
year. While there weren’t any 
classics, there weren’t many 
duds. However, the duds were 
painful, starting with Coca 
Cola’s chase for the Coke ad 
(not even remotely interesting 

and dragged on forever), 
Bud Light’s black crown 
coronation, the incredibly 
unfunny Century 21 ad, and 
Go Daddy, who definitely 
pushed the envelope way too 
far this year. The winners? The 
NFL Network advertisement 
with Leon Sandcastle was 
incredibly funny, both Doritos 
spots were clever and funny, 
Volkswagen’s ad with the 
Jamaican accent was well 
done (and not the slightest 
bit controversial), the Taco 
Bell ad came as a surprise, 
S a m s u n g ’ s 
advertisement 
featuring the 
next big thing 
was a tad 
too long, but 
pretty funny, 
Best Buy’s 
ad featuring 
Amy Poehler 
was funny, 
and Tide’s 
“Miracle Stain” 
advertisement 
about the Joe 
Montana stain 
found on a 
jersey was 
one of the top 
ads of the night. However, 
the best ad of the night had 
to be the Brotherhood ad 
from Budweiser and the 
Clydesdales. Incredibly 
touching, incredibly 
powerful, and once again, all 
without the use of dialogue. 
After a few duds in the past 
few years, it was a pleasant 

surprise to watch the Super 
Bowl commercials this 
year, as a lot of them were 
genuinely funny and genius.

5. Ray’s Last Ride
All the hype leading up to 

the Super Bowl was about the 
Harbaugh brothers squaring 
off, as well as Ray Lewis 
playing his final game ever 
before his retirement. How 
did it end for Ray? He’s 
riding off into the sunset, 
with his second Super Bowl 
ring, in amazing fashion. I’m 
willing to guarantee that if 
Ray Lewis did not announce 
his retirement before the 
playoffs, that the Ravens 
would not even be sniffing the 

Super Bowl. They would’ve 
been out against the Broncos 
in the divisional round. Ray 
Lewis had 7 total tackles 
during the Super Bowl, which 
was second behind teammate 
Dannell Ellerbe. Now, the 
debate begins- is he the 
greatest middle linebacker 
of all time? After two Super 
Bowl wins, it’s hard to argue 
against him. On the field, 
he was dominant, and this 
postseason, made a huge 
impact on the Baltimore 
Ravens in a positive way. Ray 

Lewis was one of the major 
reasons why the Ravens ended 
up going to the Super Bowl, 
and you saw it all throughout 
the playoffs, especially 
during Super Bowl XLVII.

6. Elite?
To close it all off, it’s time 

to get into the discussion 

about being elite. Joe Flacco 
called himself the greatest 
quarterback in the NFL at 
the start of the season, and 
it ended with his Ravens 
winning a Super Bowl. But is 
he the greatest quarterback in 
the NFL? Obviously, I don’t 
think that’s the case, but he 
has made a case for being elite 
with this Super Bowl ring. 
He’s made the playoffs in all 
5 seasons with the Ravens, 
he’s got a Super Bowl ring, 
and he threw 11 touchdowns 
to no interceptions in these 
playoffs, which was tied with 
Joe Montana for the best 
ratio of all time in a single 
postseason. Is he elite in the 
postseason? Absolutely. In the 

regular season? Not so much. 
In the regular season, he had 
a completion percentage of 
59.7% (and even in these 
playoffs, his completion 
percentage was just under 
58%), his QBR was under the 
average of 50, and he only had 
22 passing touchdowns, which 
was middle of the pack. So, I 
would call him a very good 
quarterback who becomes 
elite in the playoffs. As for 
what happens next... well, 
he’s scheduled to become a 
free agent, and if the Ravens 

were to apply 
the franchise 
tag on him, 
it would cost 
the Ravens 
close to 
$20,000,000, 
meaning it 
would be 
i m p o s s i b l e 
to sign other 
free agents or 
retain guys 
like Ed Reed. 
It’s going to 
have to enter 
l o n g - t e r m 
negotiations, 

and the 
Ravens will have to make a 
critical decision on whether 
or not Flacco is worth top 
dollar money. However, 
after these playoffs, it’s 
hard to argue that he’s not.

continued from page 14
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     Hi l l s Ea s t w i n t E r s p o rt s 

This winter season’s 
girls’ basketball team had a 
remarkable run. They stand 
right now with seven wins 
and three losses in League 
II.   Highlights of the season 
included a spectacular win 
over Northport on January 18th 
with a final score of 46-43. 
In a charitable event to raise 
money for cancer  awareness 
and research (Coaches for 
Cancer), High School East’s 

Girls’ Varsity 
Basketball Team

Make the Playoffs
Fatima Ouedraogo & 
Helen Kim

Staff Writers
girls’ basketball team swept  
Connetquot with a final score 
of  62 to 18 on January 26th. 
Team captains,  Ashley Walker 
and Julia Gneiser, helped lead 
the team to a tremendous 
victory with Walker scoring 
12 points and Gneiser scoring 
13. Sophomore, Kristen 
McKenzie, had 13 rebounds 
for that game. The team has 
made amazing progress this 
season and are anxiously 
awaiting the playoffs.   Good 
luck to all the players! 

Congratulations to the Girls Varsity Basketball team for making the playoffs.


