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Eid and Diwali are Official School Holidays!
 By: Zeina Zahoori, Grade 8

    On January 9, 2017, the Board of Education declared 
Diwali, Eid al Adha and Eid al Fitr as official school 
holidays. This took a lot of time and effort to make 
happen and would not have been done if it weren’t for the 
hard working Muslim and Hindu students we have in our 
district. Now, Muslim and Hindu students will be able to 
enjoy the holiday  with family and friends without worrying 
about missed school. For the 2017-2018 school year, 
teachers will have a Conference Day on Diwali, November 
19, 2017, which will allow students celebrating Diwali to 
enjo,y and on June 15, 2018, there will be no school for 
Eid al Fitr.

Muslim Inter-Scholastic Tournament (MIST)NY
By: Zeina Zahoori, grade 8

    This year, several students from our district 
participated in MISTNY. MIST is an inter-scholastic 
tournament for Muslim students to meet other Muslims, 
and to learn more about whichever competition they decide 
to compete in. They have math olympics, many different 
writing and oratory competitions, improv, singing and even 
basketball. Along with the competitions, there are fun 
lectures and workshops. They have calligraphy and events 
to support charities as well. Because there weren’t many 
students from our district this year, we couldn’t do any 
of the team events. Another bonus was that since the 
event took place on the campus of Columbia University, we 
were able to see the beautiful architecture and scenery. 
Although the competition is meant for high school 
students, eighth grade students are allowed to join. If 
you are in eighth grade or seventh grade this 2016-2017 
school year, join us at the Islamic Center of Long Island 
next year.  It was a very fun experience and was definitely 
worth my weekend. Come join us next year! If you have any 
questions, you can email us at iclimist@gmail.com.



  BurgerFi
Review written by: Abby Hallen, Grade 7

   ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐
         
          BurgerFi opened at 6234 Jericho Turnpike in 
Commack in October.  I was fortunate enough to eat 
there over spring break and discovered that it’s 
delicious! BurgerFi describes itself as a “stylish, eco-
minded chain serving grass-fed beef burgers, hot 
dogs, and shakes.” 

I had a Ceo burger; it was very juicy with a unique 
flavor. The Ceo is a blend of wagyu beef and brisket, 
so it is definitely not your typical burger. 
Service is excellent at BurgerFi.  The first thing that 
struck me was how nice the crew members were!
The prices are pretty good.  The Ceo burger cost about 
twelve dollars, while everything else on the menu is 
closer to seven or eight dollars. I  think it is worth 
the cost. It is slightly cheaper than Zinburger while 
still managing to be super delicious. 

The onion rings are huge! I mean, seriously, they 
are the same size as the burger itself! Even though I 
was stuffed after finishing my burger and gigantic 
onion rings, I ordered a shake. BurgerFi offers a 
large variety of shakes and desserts. I picked a key 
lime pie shake. It was tasty, but I didn't care for the 
crumble or “pie crust" on top. My brother did love his 
chocolate shake, though. 

Overall I loved my experience at BurgerFi! Check 
out their website for more information and menu 
offerings! 



 Being an Orchestra Teacher
                    By: Emily Singh, Grade 6

Emily interviewed Mrs. Elissa Reichstein (“Mrs. Ricky”) 
about her role as 6th grade orchestra teacher here 
at West Hollow.

Emily: What is it like being an orchestra teacher when 
it’s close to concert?
Mrs. Ricky: It’s exciting, stressful and tiring.

Emily: How do you pick concert pieces?
Mrs. Ricky: Well, I start in September. I try to find 
one easy piece with notes that everyone knows. I 
also try to find one piece that’s not too easy, but 
not too challenging. Then I wait until the end of 
October to pick my third piece. By then I know how 
our group has grown and improved, and I pick a 
challenging piece. The goal for the spring concert is 
different. The goal of that music is to push everyone 
towards improving, so they can be ready for seventh 
and eighth grade orchestra.

Emily: Have you ever been nervous during a concert?
Mrs. Ricky: All the time. I always want the students 
to do their best,and I think that it’s a good thing if 
you’re nervous. When you’re nervous, it helps you 
focus and keeps you on your toes. As a conductor, I 
try to pay attention to everything at once. I’m 
nervous that I might miss something!  I’m always 
trying to help all my students do their best.



  
  Taking Advanced Classes as 

a Middle Schooler
   By: Jillian Martin, Grade 8

Taking accelerated classes is one 
of the greatest opportunities that middle 
school has to offer. Accelerated 
classes for eighth graders like Algebra, 
Earth Science, and even high school 
Geometry in some cases can be very 
beneficial for the middle school learning 
experience. In order to take advanced 
classes in 8th grade, you have to work 
hard in 6th and 7th grade, but it certainly 
pays off; once you are in an advanced 
class, you are mentally challenged and 
stimulated at a level that is right for 
you. 

I take Earth Science and Algebra 
currently, and as a result I am 
registered for advanced placement (AP) 
level courses for next year at the high 
school: environmental science and 
geography.
      Being in accelerated classes is 
really rewarding if you work hard. It can 
help you work towards a goal or open 
doors related to your interests. 



         Huntington Tulip Festival Art Contest
     By: Jillian Martin, Grade 8

    The Huntington Tulip Festival is a family oriented, 
floral festival held at Heckscher Park’s Art Museum. 
An art contest is held every year at the festival for 
kids in middle and high school with no guidance other 
than the prompt "What  doyou think spring in Huntington 
looks like?" 

Everyone in Mrs. Brosnan’s studio class drew 
works of art based on the prompt as a homework 
assignment, but only 3 artists' works were chosen to 
be entered into the contest. My piece was one of 
those chosen; my interpretation of spring was two 
little girls sitting in a full and vibrant field of tulips 
with a clear sky behind them. 

As the artwork went through the contest and the 
judging process, I anxiously awaited the results. My 
piece came in second place in the entire contest! I was 
very lucky to have my art recognized in this way; it’s 
something I never thought would happen. It feels 
really good when you work hard on something and 
others realize how much you put into something. My 
art, along with the work of the others, will be 
displayed at the festival, and there will be a ceremony 
recognizing the  winning art. 



My Experience Performing in Cats
    By Lila Goldstein, Grade 7

    After West Hollow’s Drama Club finished In the Heights, 
the spring musical was announced, and it was Cats! I was 
excited to audition, but knew it would be much more 
difficult to land a role. There were only a small amount 
of kids being selected, and it wouldn’t be easy to get a 
part. But I tried my best, and I practiced non-stop... and 
it worked! I got in, and I was so happy!

The first rehearsal started a few days after the cast 
was announced. I had never danced more in my life! We 
started with a routine for “Jellicle Songs for Jellicle 
Cats.” We learned so much choreography and had a great 
time! I met new members of the drama club that hadn’t 
been a part of In the Heights, and they were all so nice. 
We did more and more choreography over that week and 
learned the vocals for the song, too.
Over the next few weeks, we learned more dances and I 
grew closer with the cast. Everyone became good 
friends.

As we got closer to tech week, we had many dances 
down. We all worked extremely hard, and we were all very 
dedicated. The directors were, too. They stayed extra 
late sometimes so we could perfect everything.
Once tech week started, we ran through the show in 
costumes and microphones. The directors also did our 
makeup. Props to Mrs. Regan, Mr. Iconis, Mrs. Stuart 
and our choreographer Chris Brick for learning how to 
do the makeup! They only tweaked a few things during tech 
week, and we got to perform a showcase of songs for a 
“sneak preview” to the school during spirit week.  
After the performances were over, we felt proud and 
happy, but it was a little bittersweet … a lot of amazing 
kids would be going off to the high school, and they 
wouldn’t be in the West Hollow Drama club anymore. This 
drama club certainly won’t be the same without the eighth 
graders!
 



   Hamilton: An American Musical
 By Lila Goldstein, Grade 7

    When I first found out that I was going to Hamilton back 
in June 2016, I was the happiest girl in the world! I had 
listened to the soundtrack about a million times, and had 
memorized almost every lyric to every song. After the 
months and months of listening to the music in the car and 
going, “I can’t wait!” it finally happened.
    We bought four tickets, and I ended up going with my mom, 
my sister Nina, and my cousin Jessie. When we got to the 
theater I was so excited I could barely speak. Waiting on 
line to go in was the final step before my theatre nerd 
dreams came true! We had amazing seats and minutes before 
the show started I finally realized… THIS IS GOING TO BE THE 
BEST SHOW EVER!!
    The first few songs went by in a second. They were 
amazing! It turned out an understudy was taking over the 
role of Alexander Hamilton for that performance, but he 
was spectacular! All the people in the show were amazing, 
and the first act went by quickly.
    My mom filmed our reactions of the first act, and we were 
all ecstatic over how amazing it was!  We knew the lyrics to 
every song so we could mouth along! After the show ended 
we were all in tears. It was a mix of the terrific show we 
just watched, and the fact that we had no more Hamilton to 
look forward to.

We waited after the show to see if we could get any 
photos or autographs and we sure did! We took pictures and 
got autographs with many members of the cast, but the most 
memorable experience was giving the actor who played 
James Reynolds my sharpie! (I’m a crazy fangirl). 
The show was amazing and if you have the chance to see it, 
see it! It is an amazing experience, and even if you are in the 
back row, it’s awesome. So take my advice and start 
obsessing over the soundtrack now!    



The NEW Beauty and the Beast
   By: Nandini Kodey, Grade 7

My first reaction to the remake of Beauty and 
the Beast was  questionable. No doubt the remakes 
of other Disney Princess stories were great, but in 
my opinion, most of them failed to show little 
girls how to be strong. Upon hearing about a new, 
live-action Beauty and the Beast, I thought it would 
be the same thing: pretty girl wearing a corset 
gets rescued by a handsome prince. Well, they 
wronged me.  

Once I heard that they would cast Emma Watson 
as Belle my mind went crazy! Everyone has been 
hoping for an empowering female lead and who 
better to play that than the great Hermione Granger 
herself? News buzzed about Watson’s opinion on 
her character Belle’s yellow dress. Watson had 
refused to wear a corset with her outfits and was 
rumored to even quit because of it. 

After about two months Beauty and the Beast 
finally arrived in theaters, filling seats. Beauty 
and the Beast was huge on social media and quickly 
surpassed Star Wars: A New Hope for a spot on the 
box office top ten list. 

After all this exciting buildup, I had to see it. So 
I did, and I LOVED it. My decision wasn’t affected by 
the hype, but rather because it was genuinely an 
awesome movie showing diversity in race and 
gender. The setting of 19th century France was 
exquisitely detailed. This movie was definitely worth 
all that wait and I highly recommend it for all!



The Makerspace
 By Emma Sarner, Grade 7

What’s the Makerspace for?
The Makerspace is all about being creative. You can 
tinker, film, and code to turn your dreams into 
reality. 
   Makerspace Mania at West Hollow

 By Kaitlyn Jedreicich, Grade 8

This year we extended the makerspace in the 
library. We now have a greenscreen, Lego 
robots, and a 3D printer. I first got interested in 
3D printing when we had a competition in tech 
class for a locker organizer. When I found out 
we were getting a 3D printer, I was so happy. I 
started making cool items on Tinkercad which is a 
website that helps you make projects for 3D 
printing. The first challenge I completed was a 
pen with my initials on it. 

The second project was one of my favorites; 
a couple of other kids and I made fidget rings 
for the non-verbal special education students at 
West Hollow. We gave them the fidget rings and 
they were excited and happy! The teachers report 
that the fidget rings really help the students 
focus during class. I also made a bobble head 
of me! We used an Xbox 360 kinect sensor to 
scan my face. I added a baseball bat and stand 
on Tinkercad. 

I was later asked to run a table at ASSET, a 
technology conference, to present 3D printing. 
(Suffolk ASSET “enhances teaching and learning 
in Suffolk County, New York school districts 
through the use of computers and other 
educational technologies by encouraging the 
integration of technology into the K-12 
curriculum and ensuring that our students are 
provided with the educational opportunities 
necessary to prepare them for the 21st 
century”). Mr. Hauk and Mr. Gravina brought a 
group of West Hollow students to the ASSET 
conference. I was so excited and couldn’t wait 
to go. I had my own table at the conference, 
where I discussed my interest in and projects 
with 3D printing. I even scanned Mr. Gravina with 
the kinect sensor!  The ASSET conference was a 
lot of fun. I was proud to share my experiences 
with West Hollow’s Makerspace with others, and I 
was happy to learn about other new 
opportunities!



  America Gets a New President
                 By: Sydney Perry, Grade 8
    

On January 20, 2017 at 9:00 A.M. Donald Trump was 
inaugurated as the 45th President of the United 
States. On that day President Trump delivered a 
speech in which he formally addressed the nation's 
problems.  He said, “For many decades, we've 
enriched foreign industry at the expense of American 
industry; subsidized the armies of other countries 
while allowing for the very sad depletion of our 
military; we've defended other nation's borders while 
refusing to defend our own; and spent trillions of 
dollars overseas while America's infrastructure has 
fallen into disrepair and decay. We've made other 
countries rich while the wealth, strength, and 
confidence of our country has disappeared over the 
horizon. One by one, the factories shuttered and left 
our shores, with not even a thought about the 
millions upon millions of American workers left 
behind. The wealth of our middle class has been 
ripped from their homes and then redistributed 
across the entire world.” 

He made many promises to recreate the American 
dream. In that moment when he signed an oath and 
made a commitment to be the president of the United 
States. He inherited the country’s legacy and 
responsibility. We can only hope that he will stick to 
his commitment and campaign promises. Trump 
promised the country’s citizens that he would not let 
the United States down when he said, “I will fight for 
you with every breath in my body -- and I will never, 
ever let you down. America will start winning again, 
winning like never before. We will bring back our 
jobs. We will bring back our borders. We will bring 
back our wealth. And we will bring back our 
dreams.” 

 

Illustrated By: Nick Singh, Grade 7



“The Snow Goose” Continued…
 Fiction by: Abigail Hallen, Grade 7

As spring continued, I found myself spending more and more time in 
the magical garden. I often rode my bike down the long winding path and 
threw it into a bush, peeking in to see if he was still there. Sure enough he 
sat there the same as everyday,  stiff has a pole. I picked a nice plump 
daisy from the ground in front of the bush; the bush swung inward, 
showing everything inside the magical garden. 
           “Ahh,” I sighed, “back again.”
The Goose looked less lonely today as he watched the shimmering colors 
pace themselves throughout the smooth water. I stepped upon the dock 
where he sat and tiptoed quietly behind him.
           “B-O-O!” he said awkwardly as he sprang around to face me.
I forgot I taught him to do that. The snow goose is almost magical for he 
can make out multiple  words; he is a quick learner. If I continue to teach 
him the basic words over and over again maybe he will finally be accepted 
into the “Egg-celent Academy” for all animals hatched from eggs who 
want to be magical. Maybe. He failed the test last time. 
          That night while I lay in bed staring at the ceiling I tried to picture 
his thick, fluffy body squished into the small academy uniform. I burst 
into laughter. 
       ******************************************************
          “Let the training begin!” I yelled across the field at the snow 
goose. “You must do and act as I say,” I said firmly.
He nodded. 
            “Walk!”
He came waddling across the field.
            “ What are you doing? I meant show me your human walk!”
Immediately he puffed out his chest.  He strode right up to me and said,          
“Hello, my name is Sr., Dr., President Apple Bottom. To whom am I 
speaking?” He spoke swiftly in deep voice.
          “Good.”
He walked back to his starting position. 
           “Make a right,”  I commanded.
He looked down at his feet, looked back at me and walked right with a very 
puzzled look. Yeah, he got it!
          “Time for math,” I yelled. “What is 5 times 5?” 
            “Twenty five,” he croaked. For he is not good at pronouncing 
numbers, that silly goose. Our schooling went on for hours and hours 
until it was time.
            “Do you know what time it is?” I asked excitedly. 
            “Nap time?” replied the eager goose.
            “No,” I giggled, “it’s time to learn magic!” 
            “Ooooooh,” said the goose happily. Even though he could not 
smile through his beak, I could see the excitement beaming in his eyes.
***********************************************************

And that, my friends, is where it all began.
 

Illustrated By: Jasmine Alicea, Grade 8



Studio in Art Field Trip
  By: Sydney Perry, Grade 8

On Friday, January 20th all 8th graders who take the 
high school class Studio In Art went on a field trip to 
the high school to see all the advanced art electives that 
they will be eligible to take. While I was at High School 
East on the trip, I saw a photography class where 
students create artsy photos and print them. There is a 
room that is basically pitch black besides a few black 
lights. That is the room where they make the 
photographs. It was really cool! 

Next I saw a class where you could create and edit 
videos. It was really cool; the students  showed us 
some of the things they created and it definitely looked 
like the process of creating them was really fun. After 
that, we went to architecture. Architecture looked like a 
fun class where students can create 3D models and go 
on field trips to study modern architecture. After that, 
we visited the fashion class. Here, students design and 
create their own clothes. 

We also saw some sculpture courses, where students 
use their surroundings and materials to make really 
cool clay sculptures; they also get to use a pottery 
wheel. The last class was my favorite, drawing and 
painting. This class is where students draw and paint, 
creating individual pieces of art. 

Once we finished we went to the main hall and we saw a 
full display of samples from all the electives. We were 
able to walk around and look at each individual one. It 
was really fun to look at all of the artwork and see the 
students in High School East creating them. It was a 
really good experience. Now I can’t wait to take art next 
year when I’m at the high school! 



    All About Science Olympiad
 By: Nandini Kodey, Grade 7

Science Olympiad is where you you put your science to 
the test. Science Olympiad starts in October. First, you 
take a test to see whether you’re on team A or team B. 
Once you take the test, you go to your first meeting, and 
get to know Mrs.Dugan and Mrs.Warner, the club 
advisors. You choose the event you want to take part in 
-- events are tests in science categories/topics that you 
select -- including Herpetology, Meteorology, Rocks 
and Minerals, and Microbe Mission. You are then assigned 
a partner from your team. 

For four months or so, every Thursday, you and your 
assigned partner will study and try to remember all the 
facts from your selected category. You can create a 
study guide that’s one piece of paper or bring a whole 
packet, it depends on the specific event’s rules. 

The competition then takes place at the beginning of 
February at a chosen school. You and your teammates 
will go to a classroom and participate in your event. 
After everyone finishes, teams are scored and placed 
(ranked) from 1st all the way to about 30th. Those who 
place between 1st and 6th earn medals, and schools are 
selected to go to regionals for Science Olympiad. 
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