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As the school year winds 
down, the last pep rally of the 
year is always something to 
look forward to. The spring 
pep rally is the last one for the 

seniors, and it was defi-
nitely

memorable. To start things 
off, Expressive Movements 
wowed the crowd with their 
awesome hip-hop and dance 
moves. Then, the A-Cappella 
group, “The B-Tones,” made 
an appearance for the second 
time at a pep rally, perform-
ing a mash-up of two songs 
from the band “Fun”, entitled 
“We Are Young” and “Some 

Nights.” After the 
incred-

i b l e 
s ing-

i n g 
perfor-
mance, 

Spring Pep Rally 
Heather Andelsman

Entertainment Editor the spring sports teams, in-
cluding Boys’ Varsity and 
JV Baseball, Girls’ Softball, 
Boys’ and Girls’ Lacrosse, 
Boys’ and Girls’ Tennis, 
Boys’ and Girls’ track, and 
Badminton, were presented 
in front of the entire school 
to kick off their seasons. The 
pep rally came to an end as 
the Dixettes amazed the 
crowd with their high kicks 
and exciting dance moves. 
The spring pep rally was a 
huge success, and a great 
way for the seniors to express 
their High School East spirit 
for one of the last times!

Members of the B-Tones perform 

a mash-up of the songs, We Are 

Young and Some Nights.

Members of the HSE band play at the pep rally

Senior girls from the crowd at the pep rally

Twenty years ago, a U.N 
labeled “ethnic cleansing” rav-
aged Rwanda, as what appeared 
to be a simple social conflict was 
revealed to be a tragic genocide 
result-
i n g 
f r o m 
c i v i l 
w a r .
T h e 
m a s s 
slaugh-
ter of 
the Tut-
sis and 
m o d -
e r a t e 
H u t u s 
at the 
h a n d s 
of Hu-
t u s 
was an 
e v e n t 
c o v -
ered up 
for one 
hundred 
d a y s 
as the 
w o r l d 
r e -
mained 
si lent , 
if not 
i g n o -
rant. In 
o r d e r 
to pay 
tribute 
to this 
even t , 
M r s . 
C u l -
l e n ’ s 
A P 
Human 
Geog -
r a p h y 
class and Mrs. Uttendorfer’s AP 
Art History class teamed up to 
create memorial figures. These 
human figure cutouts were 
decorated in the style of famous 
modern artists, such as Banksy, 
to reflect different aspects of the 
genocide, from the stories of the 
victims to the experiences of 
those who offered relief. Aiding 
this visual element is a poster 
listing various facts about both 
the artist and the event itself. 
Working diligently for a month, 
they finished and hung the art-

work only a few days away 
from the anniversary of the start 
of the genocide itself: April 7th. 
In order to further spur interac-
tion with the project, the Photo 
Club sponsored a photo contest 
the week following the anniver-

sary. The 
s t u d e n t s 
p o s t e d 
their pho-
tos to In-
s t a g r a m 
in hopes 
of being 
chosen as 
best shot 
of the 
project 
a n d 
w i n -
ning a 
prize!

T h i s 
collabora-
tion rep-

r e s e n t s 
one of 
the many 
ways in 
w h i c h 
artwork 
can hold 

an emo-
t i o n a l 
meaning. 
The proj-
ect was la-
beled One 
Hundred 
Days of 
S i l ence , 
referenc-
ing the 
time the 
world sat 
by and did 
nothing. 
T h e m e s 
r u n 
t h r o u g h 
each post-

er and each artistic piece, such 
as the phrase “never forget”. 
After this monumental expres-
sion of support, the students of 
High School East will surely 
never forget. As we all pay trib-
ute to the one million lives lost 
during this time, we will work 
to ensure that such apathy nev-
er happens again. The classes 
brought a sense of hope in the 
face of such grief; it is a hope 
that Rwanda is healing and the 
promise that we are here to 
help.

Maddie Bacchus
Op/Ed Editor

HSE Remembers the 
Rwandan Genocide

Dixettes pose for a picture at the 
spring pep rally

The boys’ lacrosse team poses 

for a picture at the spring 

pep rally.

Students created human figure cut-
outs in the style of famous modern 
artists to reflect different aspects of 
the genocide
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Hillary Schier &
Heather Andelsman

Entertainment & Photo Editor

Once On This Island
A Tropical Spin on a Classic Tale

This year, the Hills East 
Players put on a wonderful per-
formance of “Once On This 
Island,” a tropical spin on the 
classic tale, “The Little Mer-
maid.” This show tells the story 
of Ti Moune (Cara Jacobson), 
a peasant girl who falls in love 
with a wealthy French man 
named Daniel Beauxhomme 
(David Lerner). Throughout the 
show, Ti Moune is unaware that 
the gods have placed a bet on 
what is stronger: Love or Death. 
When Ti Moune chooses to fol-
low her heart, she must pay the 
ultimate price. Cara Jacobson 
and David Lerner did an out-
standing job as the two leads! In 
addition to the powerhouse leads 
of this production, the rest of the 

cast provided theater-goers with 
show-stopping performances 
as well. Other leading roles in-
cluded Elizabeth Thompson, as 
Mama Euralie; Nicholas Far-
rauto, as Tonton Julian; Scott 
Landman, as Armand, Daniel’s 
father, and Gatekeeper; Kaiylah 
Watts, as Andrea and Madame 
Armand; Richard Martin, as 
Papa Ge; Marielle Erdheim, as 
Asake; Michael Worshoufsky, as 
Agwe; Veronica Fox, as Erzulie; 
and Cassandra Grello, as young 
Ti Moune. All of the actors, ac-
tresses, singers, production team, 
pit orchestra, and stage crew 
truly put on a fantastic show!  A 
special congratulations goes out 
to Dr. McRoy, Mrs. McCarthy, 
and Mrs. Mahoney on a job well 
done!  

   The Hills East Thunder-
bird Newspaper Staff, along 
with aspiring journalists from 
high schools across Long Is-
land, were in attendance at 
this year’s Student Press Day 
hosted by 
Adelphi 
Un ive r-
sity. A 
panel of 
n o t a b l e 
g u e s t 
s p e a k -
ers gen-
e r o u s l y 
donated 
their time 
and ex-
p e r t i s e 
to advise 
y o u n g 
j o u r n a l -
ists, answer questions, share 
experiences, and offer them 
inspiration. Topics discussed 
included ethics in the media, 
dealing with negative feed-
back, deciding what field of 
journalism is the best fit for 
you, and being on the right 
path to becoming a success-
ful reporter. Henry Luce once 
said, “I became a journalist to 
come as close as possible to 
the heart of the world.” The 
same passion for public press 

was in the air at Student Press 
Day, and it was a great experi-
ence to participate in an event 
that kindled this spirit. A big 
thank you goes out to Adel-
phi University for hosting the 
event and to the panelists, in-
cluding:  

Natalie Haebich
Editor-in-Chief

HSE Students Attend 
Student Press Day at Adelphi Univ.

•    Sal Fallica, adjunct assistant 
professor at NYU, Dept of Me-
dia, Culture, and Communica-
tion
•    Mark Grabowski, journal-
ism and media law professor at 
Adelphi University
•    Rich Forestano, writer at 

Anton Newspaper
•    Brandon Rob-
inson, sports en-
tertainment and 
lifestyle journalist
•    Sophia Rosen-
baum, staff writer 
for NBCnews.
com
•    Eb Jones, digi-
tal content and 
social media strat-
egist
•    Cecilia Capers, 

attorney and free-
lance writer

•    Tia Brown, 
enter ta inment 
director at Jet 
Magazine
*  Danielle 
Campbell, re-
porter at News 
12 Long Island
•    Carrie Mason-
Draffen, colum-
nist for Newsday.

Members of the newspaper club attend Student Press 
Day at Adelphi University.

Over the much anticipated 
February vacation, the HSE 
family faced sadness amidst 
the time that 
is usually 
reserved for 
a break from 
the typical 
day to day. 
We lost one 
of our own. 
Known as 
the “cute 
little hall 
m o n i t o r , ” 
Lucy Mac-
chia, age 84, 
passed away 
on February 
16th. Born 
on Septem-
ber 22nd, 
1929, Lucy 
grew up in 
Long Island 
City with 
her parents, her two sisters, 
and her three brothers. She 
started working for the Half 
Hollow Hills School Dis-
trict in 1976, and eventually 
ended up at High School East 

in 1990. I had the chance to 
catch up with Rocco Minerv-
ini, HSE’s head custodian. As 
he and Lucy were very close; 
he had nothing but the nicest 

things to say about her. Rocco 
and other staff members with 
whom I spoke all agreed that 
Lucy was very funny and al-
ways added a ray of sunshine 
to the day. She was always 

telling jokes or stories. While 
chatting with Rocco, I had 
the opportunity to learn a lot 
about Lucy that I never knew. 
He told me one story of how 
earlier this year, the Fire Mar-
shall came to school for 
a routine check. It was 
after school hours, but 
Lucy was still here. The 
Fire Marshall asked her 
what she was doing, and 
she said that she was at 
the school because she 
was alone in her house 
and didn’t like the soli-
tude. Mrs. McCormack 
heard this story and was 
touched by Lucy’s sen-
timents prompting her 
to get everyone’s favor-
ite hall monitor a cat, which 
Lucy appropriately named 
Noel when she received it on 
Christmas Eve. In her typi-
cal fashion, Lucy was both 
grateful and surprised by the 
kindness and generosity of 
Mrs. McCormack. Once Noel 
became comfortable in Lucy’s 
home, she would always tell 
Rocco how annoying Noel 
could be and how they would 
fight. Noel would constantly 

jump onto Lucy’s bed and 
sleep on her head, so even-
tually Lucy started sleeping 
with a box over her head to 
get away from the cat. While 
this may sound like an odd 

story, it is typical of Lucy to 
make a funny situation even 
funnier! Rocco continued to 
share fond memories with 
me, and the recurring themes 
were with regard to Lucy’s 
humor and compassion. He 
gave special attention to the 
fact that she liked working 
at High School East because 
she got along well with the 
students, staff, and faculty. 
I also had the opportunity to 

Remembering Lucy Macchia (1929-2014)
Rachel Schwartz

Staff Writer
talk to one of Lucy’s daugh-
ters, Joann, about her mother. 
She told me that Lucy would 
occasionally talk to the Social 
Studies classes about World 
War II and what it was like to 

live in America dur-
ing the 1940s. She 
found great joy in 
interacting with the 
students. I feel for-
tunate to say that 
I also knew Lucy, 
and I will always 
remember how 
sweet and caring 
she was. On behalf 
of the Thunderbird 
newspaper staff and 
the entire HSE com-
munity, I would like 

to extend the deepest condo-
lences to Joann, Rudy, Ralph, 
and Roseann, along with all of 
their families, as they mourn 
the loss of their loved one, 
Lucy Macchia.  We hope that 
we can offer her family  com-
fort in knowing that we all 
considered her a part of our 
family as well, and she was 
loved and appreciated every-
day.   

The panelists at Student Press Day Members of the cast of Once on This Island
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HSE Fashion Club...Where Every Patch Counts!
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Thunderbird Staff

Fashion Club members 
have worked incessantly at 
creating Patchwork Mes-
senger Bags to be donated 
to Little Flower, a children’s 
facility in Wading River that 
offers foster boarding home 
care for children in need. The 
bags were fi lled with art sup-

plies in hopes of inspiring 
a few young girls at Little 
Flower to explore the joys 
of art. 

To make these bags, we 
fi rst began by marking and 
cutting out different colorful 
patches to put on the mes-
senger bags, reminiscent of 
the Lily Pulitzer style. Anna 
Kim showed off her talents 
in measuring and cutting 

out stacks of precise 
squares. We hemmed 
the edges of the patch-
es, a skill for which all 
of our club members 
learned to thread and 
use the sewing ma-
chines; this also made it 
easier to sew the patch-
es onto the messenger 
bags. Afterwards, we 
took measurements of 
a canvas fabric with a 
ruler and cut it to match 
our bag pattern. Once 
we cut the fabric, we 

began to sew the 
messenger bags to-

gether. We added patches onto 
the messenger bags to add an 
element of fun! Alanna Lateef 
designed creative bows that 
were attached to the bottom 
fl ap, making it easier to open. 
Rebecca Debiase shared her 
expertise in sewing messenger 
bags, while Nicole Tubman 
dedicated her time and ef-
forts by working after school 
to help sew straps to the bags. 
Rebecca designed her bag to 

HHH Musicians Hit a High Note at SCMEA

Every year, the orchestra, 
band, and chorus students 
in Suffolk County come to-
gether for a whirlwind week-
end of intense rehearsals and 
memorable performances. 
Talented students from HSE, 
chosen for their musical skills 
and passion, meet up with 
other musicians from Suffolk 
County to create musical en-
sembles that they will perform 
together for one time only. 
These musicians need to work 
hard and rehearse alongside 
students with whom they’ve 
never performed and a con-
ductor whom they’ve never 
experienced.

This year, SCMEA (Suffolk 
County Music Educators As-
sociation), brought students 
from HHH, Commack, Har-
borfi elds, Deer Park, Smith-
town, Amityville, Babylon, 
Bayshore, Islip, and Linden-
hurst together for 14 hours 
of intense music rehearsals 
where they learned to play in-
sync. This paid off when the 
concert on Saturday, March 
8th presented polished per-
formances and outstanding 
ensembles.

The Division III Festival 
introduced orchestra stu-
dents to composer and violin-
ist Matthew Pierce with his 

own composition of a piece 
he wrote for a ballet. Mae-
stro Pierce is the conductor 
of the Gemini Youth Orches-
tras Philharmonia and hails 
from the Peabody Conserva-
tory at Johns Hopkins. From 
the howling coyotes, played 
by the violas, to the chirping 
crickets, played by the vio-
lins, the audience listened to 
the parts that each orchestra 
section played. The audience 
learned that St. Anthony’s 
High School, which featured 
an orchestra, can tell a story 
through music. The remain-
der of the repertoire was a 
more traditional rendering of 
the classical piece by Tchai-
kovsky, Swan Lake.

The Festival Chorus, ac-
companied by HSE violin-
ists Brian Rhee and Carly 
Slattery with HSW violinist 
Christina Chung, performed 
an evening of songs by Tele-
mann, Brahms, Offenbach, 
and Moore. From the deepest 
altos to the highest sopranos, 
the choral performance, led 
by Margaret Murphy of the 
Sachem School District, hit 
every note with perfection.

The Festival Band, under 
the baton of the founding 
director of the Stony Brook 
Marching Band, John Leddy, 
provided an exciting arrange-

ment of Music 
Man Highlights 
and selections by 
Grainger, Pear-
son, and Galante. 
The celebrated 
conductor con-
cluded the eve-
ning by taking out 
his cell phone and 
snapping a “self-
ie” with the smil-
ing band.

High School 
East students 
were represented 
throughout the or-
chestra, band, and 
chorus. The HSE 
student success 
was a tribute to 
their music teach-
ers who have in-
spired, mentored, 
and supported 
them throughout 
the years. The 
SCMEA Orches-
tra Conductor 
Matthew Pierce 
said, “Nothing 
prepared me for 
the level of pro-
fessionalism I 
encountered here 
even on the very 
fi rst rehearsal.”

Maya Brown, Anam 
Arshad & Mrs. Mead

Contributors

Carly Slattery
Staff Writer

wear across the body, while 
Nicole’s fi ts as a shoulder bag. 
Anam Arshad, Vice President 
of the Fashion Club, put forth 
great efforts toward helping 
out all of the girls with their 
various tasks. Anam tucked 
a heartfelt message inside 
each of the sketchbooks for 
the young recipients saying: 
“We have provided you with 
the necessary  supplies to be-
ing your art adventure...These 
patches were 
sewn to give 
you a feeling 
of home, so 
you never feel 

alone”.
The project 

lasted a few 
weeks, but 
with great de-
t e r m i n a t i o n 
and hard work, 
the Fashion 
Club was able 
to ship off bags 
fi lled with art 
supplies to un-

derprivileged children. 
Partaking in an act of kind-

ness for others who are less 
fortunate than you and giv-
ing them a gift is extremely 
heart warming. Even though 
we won’t see a smile on their 
faces when they open their 
bag of art supplies, we are 
proud to give them inspira-
tion and hope from the HSE 
art department. 

Rebecca and Nicole modeling their 
fi nished bags.

Alanna Lateef making bows

Mesha Rivers showing off her sewing 
skills
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Senior experience, an un-
conventional new class taught 
by Mr. Breig and Ms. Silber-
man, strives to combine a 
hands-on career experience 
with integrated classroom 
learning. The course will be 
offered for rising seniors for 
the second year in a row. If 
you are someone who is seek-
ing an applicable career in-
ternship, an innovative spin 
on learning, and is interested 
in art, architecture, music, 
fi lm , culture, and food, Se-
nior Experience is the perfect 
fi t for you. This class not only 
satisfi es the Social Studies 
and English requirements for 
senior year, but also provides 
an out-of-the-classroom in-
ternship in the fi eld of your 

choice. It also adds a 
unique twist to student 
resumes. The class meets 
3 days per week during 
periods 7 and 8. Intern-
ships are held 2 days per 
week, and on these days 
,students will be dismissed 
from school after 6th period. 

The class is focused on 
both fi ction and non-fi ction 
literary themes that connect 
to historical elements, mainly 
current events. Collaborative 
in-class projects, fi eld trips, 
guest speakers, and other spe-
cial events all contribute to 
the new, “modern” teaching 
technique that is presented 
in Senior Experience. Intern-
ship experiences are chosen 
by the students themselves 
depending on their interests. 

Possibilities may include: 
management, sports, mar-
keting, medicine, education, 
auto repair, fashion, and web 
design. From this cumulative 
experience, students will gain 
real workplace skills, interac-
tion with people of all ages 
and backgrounds, exploration 
of a possible career path, time 
management skills needed for 
success in college, and “out of 
the box” thinking skills. For 
more information on the class, 
see Mr. Breig, Ms. Silberman, 
or your guidance counselor. 

Natalie Haebich
Editor-in-Chief

What is the Senior 
Experience?

With the controversial news 
of the new SAT release slated 
for the spring of 2016, many 
students are trying to clarify 
the impact it will have on 
them.  The news regarding 
these SAT changes came out 
on March 5th. It will encom-
pass the biggest changes to the 
exam since 2005. As the Col-
lege Board proceeds to imple-
ment these changes, millions 
of students who plan on taking 
the exams in 2016 will be af-
fected as they prepare to study 
for these exams.  The numer-
ous modifi cations of the SAT 
are designed so that it will be a 
better predictor of college suc-
cess. According to the College 
Board, the newcomers taking 
this SAT in the spring of 2016 
will encounter questions that 
represent what is taught in the 
best classrooms with highly 
skilled teachers. However, 
it is the nitty-gritty informa-
tion that specifi cally describes 
these changes that students 
want to know.  Considering 
the verbal sections, questions 
will be based on application 
and will require students to 
support their answers with 
evidence and cite specifi cs 
in passages. The vocabulary 
section will be more practical 
and involve words commonly 
encountered in college texts 
and working environments. 
As the math section previ-

ously covered a variety of 
topics, it will be covering a 
more limited amount of top-
ics in greater depth. Students 
will be allowed to use a cal-
culator for certain math sec-
tions as they have been in 
the past. The “no calculator” 
portion of the test will as-
sess a student’s capability of 
understanding mathematical 
concepts and not just plug-
ging them into the calcula-
tor. This “new and improved” 
SAT exam will still offer an 
essay section, however it will 
be optional for those students 
who dread essay writing. The 
test will be scored on a scale 
out of 1600, with 1600 being 
the perfect score, whereas it is 
now 2400 as implemented by 
the 2005 changes.  Some feel 
that the root of these changes 
is found in the increasing 
competition between the SAT 
and ACT. Last year, more stu-
dents across the country took 
the ACT than the SAT.  Addi-
tionally, critics have been vo-
cal that the SAT has become 
too detached from studies in 
the classroom. According to 
David Coleman, The College 
Board’s goal is to create an 
exam that is diffi cult, yet as-
sesses the appropriate topics 
that are more likely to be seen 
in college.  As students begin 
to prepare for the onslaught of 
standardized tests, it is now 
necessary to simply wait and 
see what the new test will en-
tail. 

Lauren Peller
Staff Writer

The New SAT

There’s a new word on the 
lips of seniors at HSE this 
year, and it is PROMPOSAL! 

By defi nition, promposal is 
the act of a boy asking a girl 
to prom in a fl ashy or showy 

way. Senior prom is one of the 
most memorable nights that 
a high school student has to 
experience, and there is a lot 
of planning that goes into it, 
beginning with the prompos-
al. Senior Zack Goldglit was 

kind enough to share his 
thoughts about the new 
promposal trend and how 

he thought of 
his over-the-top 
promposal.
Thunderbird: 
Why do you 
think asking 
someone to the 
senior prom in an 
extravagant way 
is the new trend?
ZG: I think that 
it’s the new trend 
because it makes 
a statement, but 
it is also cute and 
romantic.
TB: What was 
your “prompos-
al”, and how 
did you come up 

with it?
ZG: The girl that I asked to 
prom is going to the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, and 
their mascot is the Badgers. I 
thought it would be a clever 
play on words if I used the 
word Badger in the question. 
I asked with a big poster that 
had a Wisconsin Badger on 
it and the statement “I’m go-
ing to Badger you until you 
go to prom with me.”
TB: That was a great idea! 
We’re sure she was sur-
prised.  How could she not 
be? 

Another student, Aysha 
Malik, was very surprised 
when Senior Chris Moyse 
shocked her with a prompos-
al that involved the HSE 
Varsity cheerleaders! Aysha 
walked into the school gym 
during her regular gym class 

Who Will be PromPosed to Next?
Jordi Schmidt & 
Emily Shanker

Staff Writers

not suspecting anything. Well, 
on this particular day, the gym 
was full of the cheerleaders in 
stunts with glittering signs that 
spelled out PROM. Shortly 
after, Chris 
walked out 
with another 
sign with a 

s i m p l e 
question 
mark on 
it and a 
bouquet 
of fl ow-
ers for 
A y s h a . 
Imagine 
how sur-
p r i s e d 
she was!

S e -
nior Jake 
G e l l e r 
a s k e d 
B l a k e 
Kobak to 
the prom 
d r e s s e d 
up as an elephant! Stu-
dents Mike Dwoskin and 
Chris Mincone asked both 
Danielle Mora and Kailyn 
Gomez, respectively, to the 
prom. The boys went to the 
girls’ art class where they 

made a prom sign that ended 
up being a surprise promposal. 
Both girls excitedly accepted! 

Promposals have created a 
new trend in prom tradition. 

The promposal seems more 
exciting than the actual prom! 
It looks like there is going to 
be some crazy competition in 
the promposal game this year. 
We can’t wait to see who gets 
promposed to next!

Varsity Cheerleaders with Chris Moyse & 
Aysha Malik

Mike Dwoskin, Danielle Mora, Chris Mincone and Kai-
lyn Gomez

Blake Kobak & Jake Geller Parris Zakarinn & Zack Goldglit
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On March 8th of this year, 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 
went missing less than an hour 
after takeoff. The aircraft car-
ried 12 Malaysian crew mem-
bers and 227 passengers from 
14 different nations. The larg-
est joint search and rescue ef-
fort in history was initiated in 
the Gulf of Thailand and the 
South China 
Sea, and was 
even tua l ly 
e x p a n d e d 
to include 
the Strait of 
Malacca, the 
A n d a m a n 
Sea, and 
the Indian 
Ocean.

On March 
24th, Malay-
sian Prime 
M i n i s t e r 
Najib Razak 
stated that 
“according 
to this new 
data, flight 
M H 3 7 0 
ended in the 
southern In-
dian Ocean.” 
The re fo r e , 
as released by Malaysian 
Airlines, “we have to assume 
beyond any reasonable doubt 
that MH370 has been lost and 
that none of those on board 
survived.” However, the 
search continues as Australian 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott 
announced on March 30th 
that Air Chief Marshall Angus 
Houston was to head the Joint 
Agency Coordination Centre 
to co-ordinate the search ef-
fort and closely co-operate 
with Malaysia.

While speculations floated 
regarding the false identity 
and forged passports of some 
of the passengers, Interpol 

stated on March 11th that the 
two false identities are not 
linked to the disappearance. 

Overall, Malaysia has re-
ceived widespread criticism 
for the whole affair. The New 
York Times noted that the 
Malaysian government and 
the airline released imprecise, 
incomplete, and sometimes 
inaccurate information, with 
civilian officials sometimes 
contradicting military leaders. 

In addition, Malaysian offi-
cials were criticized for their 
persistent release of contra-
dictory information. Chinese 
president Xi Jinping is among 
those who are pressing Ma-
laysia, concerned for the fate 
of the 152 Chinese passengers 
who were on board. On March 
25th, he said that he was send-
ing a special envoy to Kuala 
Lumpur to consult with the 
Malaysian government over 
the missing aircraft. That 
same day, about two hun-
dred family members of those 
Chinese passengers protested 
outside of the Malaysian em-
bassy. However, there are still 

Maddie Bacchus
Op/Ed Editor

What Happened to Malaysian 
Airlines Flight 370?

Over the past several 
months, Thailand has faced 
an ongoing political and so-
cial crisis.  Thailand is located 
at the center of the Indochina 
peninsula in Southeast Asia 
and is bordered to the north 
by Burma and Laos. There is 
extreme opposition to the cur-
rent government, resulting in 
constant protest where police 
forces are violently attempt-
ing to put a stop to the protes-
tors. In this age of advanced 
technology, social media has 
helped the world see first hand 
the situation, including the 
extreme police brutality that 
is occurring. Protesters feel 
that the current government is 
extremely corrupt and needs 
reform. Anti-government pro-
tests have been ongoing in 
Thailand since November of 
2013. The protests were trig-
gered by a proposed amnesty 
bill that would have pardoned 
people involved in various 
unrest incidents in Thailand 
since 2004, which includes 
Thai politicians Abhisit Vejja-
jiva and Suthep Thaugsuban, 
both of whom are currently 
incarcerated on murder charg-
es. The current prime min-
ister’s brother, Thaksin Shi-
nawatra, who is riddled with 
corruption allegations, would 
have also been dismissed, and 
this would allow him return 
to Thai-
land after 
a self-im-
posed ex-
ile with-
out facing 
his exist-
ing con-
v i c t i o n . 
On the 
8th of De-
c e m b e r 
in 2013, 
P r i m e 
Minister 

Yingluck Shinawatra dis-
solved the House of Repre-
sentatives and also announced 
the scheduling of a general 
election for February 2nd, 
2014. The anti-government 
movement rejected the elec-
tion in favor of having an 
unelected “people’s council” 
to oversee reforms that could 
potentially occur. Protesters 
began an occupation of Bang-
kok (the capital) on the 13th of 
January where they managed 
to block major road intersec-
tions in the center of the city. 
Extreme violence included 
bomb attempts and shootings, 
both of which lead to  further 
deaths and injuries over the 
days that followed. On Janu-
ary 21st, the government de-
clared a state of emergency in 
Bangkok and the surrounding 
areas, giving police additional 
powers amidst controversy 
over whether the general elec-
tion should go ahead.  While 
the election did actually occur 
on February 2nd as planned, it 
was later deemed unconstitu-
tional because there were too 
many areas of the country that 
did not participate in the vote.  
As of the time of this writing, 
the plan was to hold a second 
general election.  Hopefully 
this election will go more 
smoothly and provide Thai-
land with the political and 
social stability that they have 
been lacking. 

Thailand Crisis

Since last November, there 
has been political and so-
cial turmoil in the Ukraine.  
Ukrainians were not happy 
with their government be-
cause the government wanted 
stronger ties with Russia, yet 
the people wanted stronger 
ties to other European coun-
tries.  However, the people in 
Crimea aligned with the gov-
ernment and supported closer 
ties with Russia.  The Crime-
an people have strong cultural 
ties to Russia and consider 

themselves “Russians”.  In 
February 2014, President 
Viktor Yanukovych, of the 
Ukraine left the country under 
turmoil due to the increase in 
pressure from violent protests. 

 On Tuesday, March 17th, 
2014, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin signed an 
agreement that would make 
the Crimea region, currently 
part of the Ukraine, an addi-
tion to Russia.  Nearly 97 per-
cent of the voters in Crimea 
supported becoming part of 
Russia instead of remaining 
part of the Ukraine.  Over the 
past weeks, the Russian mili-
tary took control of Crimea 

and claimed to be there to 
protect the Russians who 

lived in the Ukraine.  Some 
critics feel that Russia utilized 

Turmoil  in the Ukraine
Lauren Peller

Staff Writer

Fatima Ouedraogo
Staff Writer

its military power intending to 
intimidate the Ukraine so that 

it would relinquish control 
of the Crimea region.

Many countries, includ-
ing the United States, dis-
agree with Russia’s ac-
tions.  President Obama is 
scheduled to visit Europe to 
discuss alternatives and po-
tential responses with other 
world leaders.  So far, there 
have been economic sanc-
tions placed against Russia, 
so it is clear that the United 
States and other countries 
stand firmly against Rus-
sia’s aggressive tactics. Russian troops at Ukrainian border posts in Crimea

some who defend Malaysia. 
An op-ed for China Daily ar-
gued that Malaysia was not to 
be blamed for its poor han-
dling of such a “bizarre and 
unprecedented crisis.” The ar-
ticle also appealed to Chinese 
people not to allow emotions 
to prevail over evidence and 
rationality.

Multiple conspiracy theo-
ries have emerged in attempts 
to explain the plane’s disap-

pearance. Some people, such 
as Rupert Murdoch, believe 
that hijackers took the plane 
to a remote island. Murdoch 
suggested that the flight may 
have been hidden in North-
ern Pakistan “like Bin Lad-
en”. Other theories also ex-
ist, however there is little to 
no evidence supporting any 
claim.

The world is deeply sor-
rowed by this loss. Our hearts 
go out to all the families af-
fected as we maintain our 
hope throughout the search 
process.

Unrest in the streets of Thailand

Where is Malaysian Airlines Flight 370?
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  Avian influenza, also re-
ferred to as H5N1, has recent-
ly spread rapidly across Af-
roeurasia and the global news. 
This epizootic outbreak has 
already spread from China to 
other countries in Asia and 
to other continents, including 
areas of Europe, Africa, the 
Near East. Most scientists do 
not expect the spread of this 
emerging disease to diminish 
anytime soon. The virus was 
originally spreading through-
out Afroeurasia, however 
there have now been reports 
pertaining to avian influenza 
spreading to North America 
as well. In January of this 
year,  the first incident of an 
H5N1 death was reported in 
Canada as stated by a group 
of Canadian health officials. 
However, the woman who 
was infected came from Chi-
na, so the United States and 
Canada may be expected to 
make some adjustments to 
their international immigra-
tion policies in order to ef-
ficiently protect their citizens 
from any chance of the spread 
of this disease from foreigners 

as it could lead to the devel-
opment of a nationwide pan-
demic. Although this disease 
rarely affects any individual, 
it still poses a large threat to 
the public’s health worldwide.
      Research about H5N1 is 
still underway, and a direct re-

lationship between the causes 
of the diseases has still not 
been identified as the amount 
of evidence under this dis-
ease is still incredibly sparse, 
however there are few actions 
that are believed to lead to 
the development of the avian 
flu. Most studies have indi-
cated that prolonged expo-

sure and direct contact with 
poultry is the essential cause 
of the development of this 
flu, thus those living in rural 
areas are more susceptible to 
the disease than those living 
in clean urban and suburban 
areas. However, it is not yet 

known whether or not this flu 
is capable of spreading from 
one infected human to an-
other human, which leads the 
governments of the infected 
countries to quarantine those 
who have been infected with 
the virus to both protect the 
rest of the healthy citizens 
and to observe changes and 

weaknesses in the virus more 
closely and efficiently. 
   This flu has several peculiar 
properties that make it differ 
among other illnesses and 
diseases experienced before-
hand, which makes the se-
verity of the flu much worse 

for humans. One major 
problem associated 
with tracking down 
weaknesses in the flu 
is that no evidence or 
research has found 
any reassortment of 
H5N1 virus and hu-
man genes, and there 
has been no change 
in the circulation and 
spread of the disease 
that would give a hint 
of the behavioral char-
acteristics of the flu. 
Therefore, most scien-
tists who are focused 
on finding a vaccine 

or cure for H5N1 would be 
unsure of how effective any 
drug, medicine, or vaccine 
would do against the virus 
without a clear understand-
ing of the possibilities of the 
response of the virus, which 
could include mutations into 
a more lethal and deadly dis-
ease or a redesigning of its 

Outbreak of H5N1
genetic makeup. Another one 
of the major problems with 
H5N1 is its resistance to the 
current drugs used to combat 
typical cases of influenza. 
In the countries of Vietnam, 
Thailand, and Indonesia, 
H5N1 has been discovered to 
have a resistance to amanta-
dine and rimantadine, both of 
which are the most commonly 
used medications for the treat-
ment of H5N1. Oseltamivir 
and Zanamivir are the other 
two remaining medications 
that could be used for the pre-
vention of the spread of the vi-
rus, however there have been 
increasingly large amounts of 
reports from several countries 
about the virus having grown 
resistant to medications of os-
eltamivir. All of these compli-
cations aid in the deterrence 
of the development of a cure 
for this virus, and therefore, 
it continues to remain nearly 
impossible to develop an ef-
fective vaccine or medication 
against the Avian Flu. 

   Beginning in January of this 
year, Venezuela bore witness 
to violence and anti-govern-
ment demonstrations quite 
similar to those in the Philip-
pines and the Ukraine, pre-
Russian occupation. What be-
gan as student protests against 
the high levels of criminal 
violence and the lack of secu-
rity on behalf of the govern-
ment has turned into a coun-
try-wide fight against the high 
rate of inflation, the chronic 
scarcity of basic goods, and a 
call for the removal of Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro. While 
the causes can be boiled down 
to two primary catalysts, no 
one can predict with certainty 
what the outcome will be.
The earliest protests began 
at the beginning of the year, 
sparked by the murder of ac-
tress and former Miss Ven-
ezuela, Monica Spear, and 
her husband on January 6th, 
2014, during an attempted 
roadside robbery. Mourning 
the loss of a national icon, 
the people began bringing at-
tention to the lack of security 
within the country of Venezu-
ela. This concern was only 
magnified by the attempted 
rape of a student a month later 
on a university campus in San 
Cristobal. This event resulted 
in student protests against 

the wild crime rate. Students 
protesting in Tachira were 
met by violent police opposi-
tion, and many were detained. 
In response, demonstrations 
calling for the release of these 
students began in Caracas, 
quickly spreading student op-
position from city to city. 
The students as a whole are 
appalled and “outraged” at 
“long-standing complaints 
about deteriorating security 
under President Nicolas Mad-
uro.” As the student protests 
spread, they gained support 
from other Venezuelan op-
position groups, such as the 
Democratic Unity Roundtable 
which supports a govern-
ment obeying popular will. 
Coincidentally, student dem-
onstrations coincided with 
the commemoration of the 
Battle of La Victoria which 
occurred on February 12th, 
1814. The Venezuelan day of 
independence from Spain is 
also known as National Youth 
Day, as during the battle, col-
lege and seminary students 
were armed at the shortage 
of troops. Students today saw 
this as a sign to take up arms 
once again and fight for their 
liberty, now expanding their 
list of grievances to include 
the high inflation which has 
resulted in the scarcity of 

common goods citizens need 
to survive. 
        
 

The violence of the protests, 
both on the side of the govern-
ment suppression and the citi-
zen rebellion, combined with 
the overwhelming power of 
President Maduro has divided 
the country. In March, Datos, 
a Venezuelan group focusing 
on public opinion, conducted 
various polls and interviews 
which found that 64% of citi-
zens believe that the govern-
ment should get out of power 
constitutionally as soon as 
possible, preferring a more 
civilized path of change abid-

ing by the law. A close 43.7% 
agreed with the opposition 

demonstrations occurring in 
the country, both violent and 
peaceful. Only 27.1% believe 
that the government should 
use its power to suppress the 
rebellion. While opposition 
groups such as the Democrat-
ic Unity Roundtable support 
governing by popular will, in-
stitutions such as the Great Pa-
triotic Pole support the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela. 
Even the student population 
itself is divided between those 
calling for President Madu-
ro’s removal from office and 

Violence in Venezuela
Maddie Bacchus

Op/Ed Editor

those supporting the continua-
tion of the government as it is.

T h i s 
string of 
protests 
is the 
l a rge s t 
to occur 
s i n c e 
Maduro 
t o o k 
o f f i c e . 
T h e y 
are also 
V e n -
ezuela’s 
biggest 
protests 
in over 
a de-
c a d e 
as they 
s p i l l 

over into other cities such as 
Caracas. Mr. Caprilles, on 
behalf of the national gov-
ernment, states that as long 
as the protests do not spread 
to a wider sector of society, 
it is unlikely there will be 
any change. While he states 
this with supposed confi-
dence, the enormous number 
of protestors combined with 
the connections it is forming 
with other cities through stu-
dent bodies could result in a 
nation-wide protest too big to 
shut down.

Arnav Goyal
Staff Writer



[7]Thunderbird HHH High School East  

The IOC has repeatedly 
stated that the Olympics is not 
an event between countries; 
it’s an event between athletes 
in different sports. However, 
does anybody truly consider 
it to be that way? Everyone 
looks at the medal table to de-
termine the winners and losers 
from the Olympics, and after 
the Olympics, everyone looks 
at what countries succeeded 
and what countries failed to 
live up to expectations. This 
is determined based off of a 
number of different factors, 
such as population, previous 
successes at the Olympics, 
and expectations entering the 
Olympics. So, in no particular 
order, it’s time to look at the 
winners and losers of the 2014 
Winter Olympics in Sochi.
 
JAPAN: The 21st century 
has not been kind to Japan 
in terms of the Winter Olym-
pics. At the 2002 Olympics in 
Salt Lake City, Japan failed to 
win a single gold medal and 
walked away from the games 
with just 2 medals, despite 
sending 103 athletes. In 2006, 
Japan won a gold medal... 
but that was the only medal 
that they won at the entire 
Olympics. Japan fi nished the 
2006 Winter Olympics in To-
rino with just 1 medal despite 
sending 110 athletes. There 
was some improvement in the 
overall medal count in 2010, 
where Japan walked away 
with 5 medals. However, 
none of those medals from the 
Olympics in Vancouver were 
gold. Maybe things are back 
on the upswing for the Japa-
nese now? Japan won 8 med-
als at the 2014 Winter Olym-
pics in Sochi, and this was 
their highest medal total ever 

at a Winter Olympics that they 
did not host (it was also the 
second highest total ever by 
Japan at the Olympics). Their 
struggle in the 21st century 
has been somewhat shocking, 
considering the fact that they 
had lots of momentum go-
ing for them after they hosted 
the 1998 Winter Olympics 
in Nagano and won 10 med-
als. However, this might be a 
positive sign for the Japanese 
that they desperately need at 
this stage.

BELARUS: Belarus hasn’t 
exactly had a storied his-

tory at the Winter Olympics. 
From the 1952 Olympics to 
the 1988 Olympics, they were 
part of the Soviet Union, and 
in 1992, they were part of a 
unifi ed team. The fi rst time 
that independent Belarus 
got a chance to shine on the 
Winter Olympic level was in 
1994, when the games took 
place in Lillehammer, Nor-
way. In the fi ve Olympics 
prior to this one, Belarus won 
just one gold medal, and that 
was Alexei Grishin in free-
style skiing at the 2010 Win-
ter Olympics in Vancouver. 
Belarus won no more than 3 
medals in any Olympics prior 
to this one and walked away 
from the last 5 Olympics with 
an average of less than 2 med-

als per Olympics. However, 
everything turned for the bet-
ter in 2014 at Sochi. Belarus 
won 6 medals, including 5 
gold medals, and with 5 gold 
medals, they ranked eighth in 
the gold medal count. Even 
more amazing than that sud-
den turnaround? They only 
sent 25 athletes to Sochi. Be-
larus sent their fewest number 
of athletes ever and won their 
most medals ever. Sending 
half of the athletes that they 
did to Vancouver, Belarus 
won double the medals and 
quintuple the gold medals. 
How does that work out?

NORWAY: Is Norway start-
ing to become a Winter Olym-
pic power to be taken seri-
ously? Amazingly, this could 
be the case. Prior to the 1992 
Winter Olympics in Albert-
ville, Norway never picked up 
more than 7 gold medals in a 
single Olympics. The lowlight 
of it all was at the 1988 Winter 
Olympics in Calgary, where 
the country failed to win a 
single gold medal. However, 
it’s all changed in the past 20 
years. Since the 1992 Winter 
Olympics, Norway has picked 
up at least 9 gold medals in 
every single Winter Olympics 
except for the 2006 Winter 
Olympics in Torino (where 
they were shockingly disap-

Sochi Success: Winners From the 2014 Olympics
pointing after picking up just 
2 gold medals). Perhaps a lot 
of this can be due to the added 
importance of athletics (due 
to the fact that Norway was 
set to host the 1994 Winter 
Olympics in Lillehammer, the 
country did everything pos-
sible to avoid host country 
embarrassment on the fi eld), 
but after an incredibly strong 
performance in Sochi, where 
the country picked up 11 gold 
medals (second) and 26 over-
all medals (third), it’s defi nite-
ly clear that Norway, despite 
its small population of just 
over 5 million people, is no 

pushover. 
They de-
serve to 
be treat-
ed like 
a pow-
erhouse 
at the 
O l y m -
pics, and 
in a mat-
ter of 20 
y e a r s , 
they’ve 
g o n e 

from a laughingstock to a seri-
ous threat. After their perfor-
mance in Sochi, the transfor-
mation is offi cially complete.

INDIA: How can a country 
with a population of 1.237 
billion people that only sent 3 
athletes to the Winter Olym-
pics and failed to medal be 
considered a winner? Sim-
ple- they got reinstated by the 
IOC. Due to corruption and 
the fact that India failed to 
follow the rules of the IOC, 
they were banned on Decem-
ber 4, 2012. This followed an 
incredibly disappointing per-
formance at the 2012 Summer 
Olympics in London where 
the country failed to pick up 
a single gold medal. How-

ever, on February 11, just 
a few days after the start of 
the 2014 Winter Olympics, 
the Indian fl ag was raised, 
and the ban was lifted. Yes, 
the country failed to pick up 
a single medal, but they’re 
not banned anymore. That’s 
a promising sign for the 
country, especially because 
they’re considering placing 
a bid for the 2028 Summer 
Olympics.

RUSSIA: And fi nally, the 
host country walked away 
with the most gold medals 
(13) and the most overall 
medals (33). Whenever the 
host country is able to capi-
talize off of their success of 
hosting, then it’s a positive 
thing for that country. Rus-
sia was extremely disap-
pointing at the 2010 Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver, as 
they only walked away with 
3 gold medals, which was 
their lowest amount since 
the disbanding of the Soviet 
Union. This year, Russia had 
a huge advantage being able 
to use the Olympic facilities 
and being able to host the 
Olympics. It obviously paid 
off as the country shook off 
an incredibly poor perfor-
mance in Vancouver with 
their strongest performance 
in Sochi. Russia sent 232 
athletes to the Olympics as 
the host nation, and it obvi-
ously worked. Whenever a 
country wins the gold medal 
count and the overall medal 
count, they’re a winner. This 
is combined with the facts 
that they did it all in their 
own country, and they’ve 
got to be the biggest win-
ners out of any country in 
the Olympics. Hard to argue 
with that.

Collin Giuliani
Sports & Layout Editor

Only one person/team can 
live the thrill of victory (unless 
it's a women's alpine skiing fi -
nal, in which case, it's appar-
ently okay to tie the event). 
For the rest of the people and 
teams, they're stuck with the 
agony of defeat and the fact 
that they were not able to win 
the gold medal. For some 
countries, they were able to 
have lots of success at the 
2014 Olympics in Sochi, and 
were able to excel in Russia. 
For others, they lived up to, 
and even at times, surpassed 
expectations and will go home 
happy. But, for a few countries, 
they leave the Olympics with a 
lot of questions unanswered. 
They leave having performed 
way below expectations, and 

they leave on a somewhat sour 
note. Instead of savoring the 
moments, they left the Olym-
pics preparing to get revenge in 
2018 and to shake off this poor 
performance. And many peo-
ple consider the USA to be one 
of those underachieving coun-
tries. So, with that said, can 
the United States be counted 
in the losers of the 2014 Winter 
Olympics?

 Better yet, is it really fair to 
call the USA a loser at the Win-
ter Olympics? I mean, they did 
win 28 medals (second high-
est total, only behind Russia), 
and they fi nished fourth in the 
gold medal count with 9. Sta-
tistically speaking, they're not 
losers from the Olympics, and 
I'm sure that lots of countries 
would be dying to be in their 
position, statistically speaking. 

However, it was the way that 
they won the 28 medals that 
could potentially classify them 
as losers. I expected the USA 
to fi nish about where they  did. 
I thought that Russia was go-
ing to win both counts because 
they had the home country ad-
vantage and got an automatic 
qualifi cation spot in every sin-
gle sport. However, the biggest 
USA stars struggled through-
out the Olympics. Shaun White 
failed to even medal. Despite 
dropping out of the X Games 
to focus on the Olympics (and 
then dropping out of an Olym-
pic event, preventing another 
deserving American from go-
ing to the Olympics, which 
made me lose lots of respect 
for him, in order to focus on an-
other Olympic event), he didn't 
even medal. The speed skat-

ing team seemed to be making 
excuses left and right for their 
poor performance. Initially, 
it could be argued that it was 
the uniforms that were causing 
the problems; later on, though, 
the uniforms were fi xed, and 
they still lost. It just seems like 
the team was trying to point a 
fi nger away from themselves 
and not accept responsibility. 
The USA didn't win a single 
event against Canada in any 
head-to-head competition, the 
women's hockey team blew 
a 2 goal lead with 4 minutes 
left against Canada in the gold 
medal match, and the men's 
hockey team failed to medal 
after losing to Canada and 
then seemingly quitting against 
Finland (while the profession-
als defi nitely give the USA a 
better chance to win the gold 

medal, the amateurs would've 
played with more heart and 
wouldn't have embarrassed 
themselves like the pros did 
against Finland). The bronze 
medal match was so bad that 
Herb Brooks probably rolled 
over in his grave 100,000 
times due to the lack of effort 
from the team. Basically, the 
sports in which the USA had 
recognizable names and used 
to dominate were the sports 
in which the Americans were 
a disappointment. Maybe it 
was the expectations, maybe 
it was the unusual conditions 
of these Olympics (although 
that's not an excuse because 
every other nation was in the 
same position), but whatever 
the case may be, it was defi -
nitely not America's fi nest 
hour at the Winter Olympics.

Collin Giuliani
Sports & Layout Editor

Star Spangled Bungle: USA’s Performance in Sochi
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Congratulations to the Hills East “Top 20”
Best of Luck to You All on Your Future Endeavors

Shari Bieber
Daniel Bockelman
Steven Cavataio
Justin Cohen
Sarah Cohen
James DeFillippo
Dana DeSousa

Shivali Devjani
Matthew Kronrad
Alyson Givre
Samuel Hecht
Christopher Lastihenos
Matthew Sekuler
Daniel Shnitkin

Zachary Silber
Jared Silverberg
Jillian Udell
Rachel Warren
Lawrence Wolf-Sonkin
Kaitlyn Yong

Music & Fashion Combine at E-Factor
Collin Giuliani

Sports & Layout Editor

On April 25th, the third an-
nual edition of E-Factor was 
held at High School East to 
raise money for the American 
Cancer Society. The show was 
created in 2012 by Bryson 
Owens in order to combine 
music and fashion, while, at 
the same time, aid in fi ght 
against cancer, which im-
pacts many people around the 
world and within our commu-
nity. During the show, eleven 
acts performed, ranging from 
bands to singers.

In between the eleven mu-
sical acts, there were fi ve 
fashion shows, each of which 
showcasing designs from a 

certain decade in the 1900s. 
The fi ve decades that were 
displayed in the fashion show 
were the 1920s, the 1950s, 
the 1960s, the 1970s, and the 
1980s. Over 50 students par-
ticipated in the fashion show 
portion of the E-Factor, and 
during each fashion show, 
the appropriate music and 
clothing from the highlighted 
decade was displayed. At 
the end of the show, the four 
judges (Amanda Elie, Tavon 
Thames, Tiffany Coleman, 
and Gary Toles) determined 
the top three acts of the night. 
Sehar Sra fi nished in third 
place after performing “All 
of Me,” by John Legend, The 
Universe and Shiny Things 
fi nished in second place af-
ter performing two original 

songs written by Bran-
don Kaplan, and Brooke 
Duncanson fi nished in 
fi rst place after perform-
ing “Killing Me Softly,” 
by The Fugees. After the 
event, Bryson Owens said, 
“It’s been a great three 
shows, and I’m sure the 
person I leave it to next 
year will make it even bet-
ter. I really can’t believe it 
started as a little idea, and 
now it’s a tradition here at 
East.” Thanks to all those 
who  participated in the 
event for helping to raise 
funds and awareness for a 
great cause!

2nd place winner, The Universe and Shiny Things performed two original 
songs at the third annual edition of E-Factor
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NAHS Art Auction was held on April 2nd and 3rd. The theme was “Cinamatic”. Original works of art were created 
by talented NAHS members. All proceeds went to the annual scholarship drive.

 While news stations broad-
cast images of war and vio-
lence, the students and fami-
lies of Half Hollow Hills 
came together on Sunday 
March 2nd, 2014 to celebrate 
the 14th Annual Unity Fair. 
The PTA Council Diversity 
Committee chose the Olym-
pic theme of Striking Gold 
with Diversity. The familiar 
interlocking Five Rings of the 
Olympics represented ethnic-
ity, religion, culture, disabili-
ties, and gender/sexual orien-
tation. The day was meant to 
honor every member of the 
HHH community and let all 
students know that they are 
welcome and valued.

As one entered High 
School West, one was greeted 
by a district-wide art depart-
ment exhibit. Inside the main 
gym, one was treated to sev-
eral exciting live performanc-
es. Lisa Diasparra, a HSE se-
nior, opened the ceremonies 
with the National Anthem. 
After the performance, the 
audience in the bleachers lis-
tened to Superintendent Fal-
lon’s welcome address and 
an introduction from the PTA 
Council President Stephanie 
Gurin. The HSW Step team, 
the NY Korean Traditional 
Marching Band, the HSW 
AASO Dance club, and other 
talented performers contin-
ued the experience. The Fenc-
ing Team provided a fascinat-
ing demonstration, while the 
Venettes Cultural Workshop 
moved us with their spiri-
tual songs. Also performing 
were additional HHH Idol 
acts, with songs related to the 
theme of diversity.

Outside the main gym, the 
Health and Nutrition wing of-
fered information about well-
ness, stress relaxation, yoga, 
and healthy eating. The Na-
tional Coalition for Women 
with Heart Disease, along 
with the Carol M. Baldwin 
Breast Cancer Research Fund, 
were on hand to answer ques-
tions and educate visitors. 
Other participants included 
the Mother’s Club of Wheat-
ley Heights, Reach CYA, and 
the Dix Hills Library. 

Olympic sporting events 
kept everyone active and in-
volved, while others enjoyed 
arts and crafts, face painting, 
and henna art from around the 
world. Whether one’s sport 
was relay races, ping pong, 
bocce, Frisbee, tug-of-war or 
scooter races, everyone had 
fun!

Always a crowd favorite, 
the International Food Court 
was busy throughout the day. 
HSE and HSW teamed up to 
take everyone to Mexico, serv-
ing Mexican Fiesta salad, ta-
cos, and a variety of delicious 
desserts. West Indian, Jamai-
can, Italian, Greek, Asian, and 
Latin American cuisine could 
be found at tables run by stu-
dent volunteers and the hard 
working PTA parents from 
each HHH school. By the end 
of the day, everyone was smil-
ing, tired, well-nourished, and 
proudly wearing their Unity 
Fair bracelets.

Diversity Committee Chair, 
Michele Cole, and her com-
mittee members reminded us 
that the strength of HHH lies 
in its diversity and its des-
ignation as a multicultural 
community. That Gold Medal 
message rang out throughout 
the day.

Carly Slattery &
Jessica DeVilla

Staff Writers

HHH Diversity Fair 2014
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This year’s Academy 
Awards were filled with ev-
erything from the good, the 
bad, the funny, and the bi-
zarre. With Ellen Degeneres 
hosting, I knew it was going to 
be a great show. Ellen opened 
the show 
with a 
b a n g , 
and ev-
ery joke 
w a s 
funnier 
than the 
next. To 
be hon-
est,
t h e r e 
w e r e 
o n l y 
f i v e 
awards 
that mat-
tered most to me personally.  
The first of those was Best 
Supporting Actress. Lupita 
Nyong’o won the award for 
her role in 12 Years a Slave, 
and her acceptance speech 
was  breathtaking. “When 
I look down at this golden 
statue, may it remind me and 
every little child that no mat-
ter where you’re from, your 
dreams are valid.” These 
words in Lupita’s acceptance 
speech touched me, as well 
as millions of other viewers. 
I think that it’s simply aston-
ishing that an actress can take 
away an Academy Award 
with her big screen debut. 
The next big award was Best 
Supporting Actor, which was 
taken home by Jared Leto. 
Leto’s performance in Dallas 
Buyer’s Club was amazing. 

When I watched the movie, I 
didn’t see Jared Leto playing 
a character; I SAW the charac-
ter. Best Actress, with no sur-
prise, went to Cate Blanchett 
for her role in Blue Jasmine.  
The last acting award went 

to Matthew Mcconaughey 
for his role in Dallas Buyer’s 
Club. I saw the film after the 
awards, and Matthew one 
hundred percent deserved to 
win. His performance blew 
me out of the water; I was 
so impressed with his act-
ing ability. Lastly, 12 Years 
a Slave won Best Film. I 
was also very happy to 
see Disney’s Frozen win 
Best Animated Feature, 
considering it was down 
right awesome! Not 
only was The Oscars 
filled with award 
giveaways, it 
was also filled 
with tons 
of fun! 
Ellen or-
dered in 
pizza for ev-

eryone, and the world got to 
see Brad Pitt pass out plates 
to all his Hollywood A-list 
friends. We also got to see the 
best selfie ever taken, which 
included Jennifer Lawrence, 
Julia Roberts, Brad Pitt, An-

gelina Jolie, 
and many 
more. The 
musical per-
fo rmances 
i n c l u d e d 
P h a r e l l ’ s 
“ H a p p y , ” 
which high-
lighted Mer-
yl Streep’s 
best shim-
my.  Prob-
ably the 
most bizarre 
m o m e n t 

of the night, 
however, was when John Tra-
volta introduced Idina Men-
zel singing “Let It Go” from 

Frozen, which went 
on to win Best 
Song.  The bizarre 
part is that Travolta 
introduced Broad-
way superstar 

Idina Menzel as 
“Adele Dazeem”. It 

was hilarious, but very 
puzzling to see Travolta 

mess up the name of such 
a well-known performer. 

His pronunciation wasn’t 
even close!  All in all, The 
Oscars was filled with great 
entertainment, and Ellen 
did a wonderful job hosting. 
With the amazing ratings 

from this year’s show, hope-
fully Ellen will be asked to 
host again!

The 2014 Academy Awards
Amanda Blum

Entertainment Editor

On March 2nd, 2014, all of 
the largest names in Holly-
wood gathered for the 86th 
annual Academy Awards cer-
emony. On the red carpet, a 
few stars stood out above the 
rest and were aptly named “ 
Best Dressed” of the Acade-
my Awards. Besides winning 
an Oscar 
for her 
p e r f o r -
m a n c e 
in Blue 
Jasmine, 
C a t e 
Blanch-
ett was 
deemed 
the best 
dressed 
of the 
A c a d -
e m y 
Awards. 
S h e 
wore a 
stunning 
Armani 
P r i v e 
g o w n 
e m b e l -
l i s h e d 
w i t h 
c rys t a l s 
and a long, flared tulle bot-
tom. Lupita Nyong’o is also 
considered to be one of the 
best dressed in a gorgeous 
light blue Prada gown. She 
accessorized the gown with 
jewelry from designer Fred 
Leighton. Jennifer Lawrence 
looked amazing in a red Dior 
Haute Couture dress and ac-
cessorized with a two million 

dollar necklace from Neil 
Lane jewelry. Olivia Wilde 
showed up on the red carpet 
in an elegant, black Valen-
tino dress with a white drape 
down the back. Amy Adams 
looked extremely stylish in 
a sapphire Gucci gown. The 
dress had some tuxedo-like 
details and a subtle train. 
She added a pop of coral to 

her dress 
with ear-
r i n g s 
from Tif-
fany & 
co. Kate 
H u d -
son also 
l o o k e d 
s t u n -
ning in 
an ivory 
A t e l i e r 
Versace 
g o w n 
with a 
plunging 
n e c k -
l i n e . 
S a n d r a 
Bullock 
wore a 
b e a u t i -
ful navy 

blue Al-
exander Mc-

Queen gown. She wore her 
hair in glamourous waves 
with dark eye makeup. Kris-
ten Bell wore a pastel lace 
Cavalli gown and put her hair 
in a simple chignon bun. This 
only names a few of the fabu-
lous celebrities in attendance 
at the awards. All of Holly-
wood’s brightest stars looked 
amazing on the red carpet!

Oscar Fashion

After a very long wait for its 
fans, the Divergent movie ad-
aptation finally hit theaters on 
March 21st, 2014! The movie 
is based on the NY Times 
bestselling book series of the 
same name by Veronica Roth, 
and stars Shailene Woodley 
and Theo James. The story is 
set in a futuristic Chicago that 
is divided into five factions 
based on different traits: Eru-
dite (the intelligent), Amity ( 
the kind), Candor (the honest), 
Abnegation (the selfless), and 
Dauntless (the brave). As citi-
zens turn sixteen, they must 
decide whether to stay in the 
faction in which they are cur-
rently residing, or leave their 
family forever by transferring 
to another faction. They take 
a test to find out in which fac-
tion they best fit, and the test 
is supposed to tell them what 

to choose. For Beatrice Prior 
(Woodley), the choice isn’t so 
easy. Her test reveals that she 
is Di-
v e r -
g e n t , 
t h a t 
s h e 
b e -
longs 
t o 
m o r e 
t h a n 
o n e 
of the 
f a c -
tions, 
a n d 
t h a t 
s h e 
h a s 
m o r e 
t h a n 
o n e 
of the 
valued traits. Now, the choice 
is really up to her; once she 
chooses Dauntless, there is 

no going back to her family 
in Abnegation. Beatrice, or 
Tris, makes quick friends in 

Christina (Zoe Kravitz), Will 
(Ben Lloyd-Hughes), and Al 
(Christian Madsen), but also 

receives unwanted attention 
from ruthless Dauntless lead-
er, Eric (Jai Courtney). As the 

only Ab-
negation 
in i t i a t e , 
Tris has 
to work 
extra hard 
to prove 
h e r s e l f , 
and she 
n e v e r 
gives up 
through-
out her 
i n i t i a -
tion into 
D a u n t -
less. Even 
t h o u g h 
s h e ’ s 
s t a r t i n g 
to fit in, 
Tris soon 

realizes that her choice might 
be life-threatening when she 
learns that the Erudite leader, 

Heather Andelsman
Enternainment Editorf

Divergent: Movie Review
Jeanine Matthews (Kate Win-
slet), is actively pursuing and 
searching for the Divergent 
with the help of the Daunt-
less leadership. Tris has to fig-
ure out how to blend in, and 
with aid from her instructor, 
the mysterious Four (Theo 
James), she might just be able 
to do it.

This movie was fantasti-
cally loyal to the book, and 
even though there were some 
changes, overall it worked 
out great. Shailene Woodley 
and Theo James did an amaz-
ing job of portraying Tris and 
Four; it was like the book 
characters were brought di-
rectly out of the page and into 
real life. If you liked The Hun-
ger Games books or movies, 
you should definitely check 
out Divergent. The sequel to 
the Divergent movie, Insur-
gent, comes out March 20th, 
2015, but first catch Divergent 
while it’s still in theaters!

Hillary Schier
Photography Editor

Cate Blanchett at the Oscars
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With two new gaming sys-
tems out and a whole year of 
video game releases to look 
forward to, it’s hard not to be 
excited.  Still not jumping for 
joy?  Dragon Age Inquisition, 
Watch Dogs, and Halo 5 are 
sure to change your mind.

Dragon Age Inquisition
Developer:  Bioware   Engine: 
Frostbite 3  Release Date:  
Fall 2014   Publish-
er:  EA

    

Drag-
on Age 
I n q u i -
s i t i o n 
is  the the 
third in-
stallment in 
the Dragon 
Age series that 
will be avail-
able on the Xbox 3 6 0 , 
Xbox One, PC, PS3, and Mac. 
Taking place in a fantasy me-

dieval setting, this game is 
about saving the world from 
itself.  As all of the oppos-
ing factions in this world 
war against each other, a 
demonic invasion occurs, 
seemingly out of nowhere. 
Now, it’s up to you, “The 
Inquisitor”, and your fol-
lowers to lead the “Inquisi-
tion”, unite the lands, and 
defeat this demonic 
i n v a s i o n 

before it 
destroys the world.  

Previous players, you will 
get to import your saves, 
which means your deci-
sions from your old games 

will affect your current game.  
For new players (or 
if you want to start 
with a clean slate), 
you can make your 
own default his-
tory. With the 
return of fan fa-
vorite characters, 
rumors of multi-

player, and 
the abil-
ity to 
t a k e 
over 

f o r t s , 
Dragon Age In-
quisition seems 
to have every-
thing going for 
it.

Watch Dogs
Developer: 

Ubisoft Montrol   
Publisher:  Ubisoft   Release 

Date: 5/27/14 (WiiU TBA)       
Engine:  disrupt, havok physics

    Watch Dogs is an upcoming 
action-adventure, open world 
game set in a futuristic version 
of Chicago, Illinois.  You play 

Three Hot Video Games for 2014

The third season of Teen 
Wolf ended on March 24th, 
2014. As many fans know, 
the Teen Wolf series is about 
werewolves in California who 
have to deal with hid-
ing the secret of their 
true forms. Scott Mc-
Call (Tyler Posey) 
plays a teen that is a 
werewolf who later 
becomes the True 
Alpha, which is a po-
sition that can natu-
rally be achieved with 
strength of character 
or sheer willpower. 
While Teen Wolf may 
sound like just anoth-
er show about the su-
pernatural, it goes be-
yond that as it always 
bases its episodes 
on historic folklore 
surrounding were-
wolves. The best part 
of the show, however, 
is that viewers can 
never guess the plot 
with its combination 
of folklore, romance, drama, 
and dilemmas.  

The Season 3 winter pre-
miere begins with a Japanese 
folklore about the kitsune, 
or fox, which are depicted as 

intelligent beings that pos-
sess magical abilities able 
to increase with their age 
and wisdom. These foxes 
are also known as trick-
sters that try to use jokes to 
cause pain and strife. Kira 

Yukimura (Arden Cho) and 
her mother are both kit-
sunes. In Teen Wolf, when 
an evil fox penetrates Stiles 
Stilinski’s body (Dylan 
O’Brien), everybody tries 

to find out how to save Stiles 
and predict the future actions of 
the fox. Kira’s mother is a nine-
tailed fox and sacrifices each of 
her tails for “ogni” to kill the 
evil spirit and Stiles. The evil 
in Stiles took and broke the last 

dagger, representing the last tail 
to control the ogni, and the ogni 
now served the evil spirit. When 
Lydia Martin (Holland Roden), 
a banshee, is trapped in a mental 
institution with the evil spirit, 

the wolf pack, including 
Kira and Allison, try to save 
her. Allison Argent (Crystal 
Reed), a hunter, killed an ogni 
with her silver arrow; in turn, 
an ogni stabs and kills her. 
Allison lay in the arms of her 

ex-boyfriend, Scott, as she 
reveals that she has always 
loved him.

Scott and Dr. Deaton (Seth 
Gilliam) figure out that the 
only way to save Stiles is to 

Alexus Haddad
School News Editor

Teen Wolf Season 3 Review

as Aiden Pearce,  an Irish-
American vigilante who is 

also a very 

skilled hacker.  He 
has the ability to hack al-
most anything with his smart 
phone. This game is based on 
the idea of information war-
fare causing people to ques-
tion who runs the computers 
we helplessly depend upon. 
This game also features an 
awesome multiplayer system 
where you can go into some-
one else’s game and hack 
their character’s smartphone 
to get useful data.

Halo 5        

change the form of the fox. 
This is when Scott figures 
out that to change the fox, 
he, as an Alpha werewolf, 
must bite it to transform the 
evil spirit into a werewolf. 
The evil will then die, and 

Stiles will go on to live 
freely. The evil spirit 
gets trapped in the 
high school, and Scott 
bites him. As pre-
dicted, the evil spirit 
conforms to an evil 
fly, which is trapped in 
a box made of special 
wood. The last scene 
of Season 3 was when 
Derek wakes up from 
his dream, which be-
comes reality when 
his ex-girlfriend, who 
is Allison’s aunt and 
a hunter, comes back 
to life as a werewolf 
and tries to kill him. 
This finale was abso-
lutely the best finale 
of the series thus far. 
If you are not doing 
so already, I highly 
recommend watch-

ing this series; you will not 
be disappointed. A piece of 
advice: the first season is a 
little rough, but I sincerely 
promise that it gets better!

Last but not least, Micro-
soft Studios has confirmed 
that the Halo saga will be 
launching a 5th edition 

soon, how-
ev-
e r 

they 
a r e 
being 
v e r y 
t i g h t 
l ipped 
a b o u t 
it.  In 
f a c t , 
there is 

so little 
in fo rma-

tion that I considered not in-
cluding it in this article, but 
Halo is so popular I felt that 
it deserved the attention. 

With all of these great 
games coming out, it will 
be hard to choose which one 
to play first! In addition to 
these three top picks, there 
are dozens of other games 
to discover in the upcom-
ing  months as well. These 
games and more will be 
coming out soon!

Lucas Mene
Staff Writer
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POP OR FLOP? All of ME
Collin Giuliani

Sports & Layout Editor

There’s not any notable 
background information for 
this song, so let’s just dive 
right into the actual song. 
Even though this is a four 
chord song, and it follows the 
same chord progression of 
practically every single pop 
song out there, it’s not a bor-
ing one, unlike others such as 
“Say Something.” Legend ac-
tually decides to change up the 
chord progression at points in 
the song, and the piano play-
ing is nice as well. So, while I 
won’t award points for origi-
nality in terms of the beat, 
I’ll defi nitely give him a pass 
on this one for using the four 
chords of pop that have been 
around since the beginning of 
time. Another reason why I’m 
going to give this song a pass 
in terms of the beat is because 
there is actually some build-
up. Once again, I’ll compare 
this to “Say Something,” 
which I stated had absolutely 
no build-up, outside of get-
ting louder out of nowhere for 
15 seconds. It actually feels 
like John Legend tried to get 
a build-up going and actually 
tried to differentiate between 
each verse and each chorus. 
One trap that many songs 
fall into nowadays (such as 
“Wake Me Up”) is that songs 
have no build-up, and every-
thing sounds the same. For 
example, you could turn on 
a song and think it’s the fi rst 
chorus, but in reality, it’s the 
second chorus or the fi nal 
chorus, because there’s no 
difference whatsoever. Luck-
ily for this song, it doesn’t do 
that. The fi rst chorus is dis-
tinctly different from the sec-

ond chorus (little harmonies 
added), and the fi nal chorus 
starts off with a great build-up 
where the beat drops out, and 
continues until the end of the 
song.

More so than anything, a 
love song is about the lyrics. 
If you’ve got the right lyrics, 
then the love song is going to 
be perfect, and it will actually 
be played at weddings. That’s 
one of the main criticisms of 
some of these love songs- the 
lyrics don’t make it sound like 
they’re actually love songs.  
Instead, they sound like songs 
about showing how great the 
lover is instead of how great 
the target of the song is. And 
lyrics in love songs can’t 
come off as too cheesy, either, 
if it’s going to work. Compare 
“My Heart Will Go On” to “I 
Don’t Want to Miss a Thing” 
and you’ll see what I mean.

And, this song has incred-
ible lyrics in that department. 
This song works because of 
its delivery. John Legend 
takes the route of telling ev-
ery reason why he loves her, 
but without degrading her 
unintentionally like One Di-
rection did in “Little Things.” 
There was actual thought put 
into these lyrics, and I can tell 
right away that every word he 
put in the song was chosen 
for a specifi c reason. For ex-
ample, lots of love songs take 
the route of what makes you 
different makes you beauti-
ful. Now, some just blatantly 
state this, and that’s incredibly 
lazy. Some say that the girl is 
different, but point out all of 
her fl aws in a poor way. Here, 
Legend does not do that. 
The line in the chorus 
that states, “Cause all 

of me, loves all of you. All 
your curves and all your 
edges, all your perfect im-
perfections.” That statement 
of perfect imperfections is, 
no pun intended, perfect. 
What other guys saw in you 
that makes you an outcast, 
in my eyes, makes you that 
much better, and the deliv-
ery of that statement is in-
credible. Plus, the general 
gist of the song of every part 
of a guy loving every part of 
a girl is great. There’s actual 
depth to this song, and I re-
spect that.

This message is also con-
veyed in the line, “How 
many times do I have to tell 
you, even when you’re cry-
ing, you’re beautiful too.” 
But, the other thing about a 
love song is that love songs 
normally state that the guy 
is distracted by everything 
that the girl does, and that 
this guy can’t take their eyes 
off of her. Again, you can 
take multiple routes to this 
statement, and some just 
blatantly state that they can’t 
live without them (and those 
songs, such as Nelson’s hit 
“(Can’t Live Without Your) 
Love and Affection,” dis-
play that perfectly... 

Supercars to Watch in 2014
Austin Kahn

Staff Writer

With the new year comes 
new supercars. This year’s at-
tention goes to the companies 
Ferrari, Mclaren, Lambo-
rghini, and Mercedes. These 
companies have recently 
produced the fastest, most 
aerodynamic, and most futur-
istic automobiles that the car 
world has seen to date. Out 
of all  the new supercars, the 
Ferrari 458 Speciale and Mer-
cedes SLS Amg Black Series 
stand out 
t h e 

most. Both have outstanding 
performance numbers, im-
proved aerodynamics, and the 
latest racing technology. 

Ferrari:
While Ferrari is known for 
their F1 racing,  gentle curves, 
and signature color, rosso corsa 
(red), they’ve released possi-
bly the most fi erce, track ready 
road car yet, the 458 Speciale. 
Based off of the 458 Italia, the 
Speciale is made to be driven 
fast. With more horsepower, 
a higher top speed, a lighter 
chassis, and all of the modern 

racing technology, the Spe-
ciale defi nes the modern 

supercar.

Mercedes:
Known for 
their luxury 
and styling, 
Mercedes cre-
ates a large 
variety of cars. 
From the G-
Class to the 
SLR Mclar-

en, they never disappoint. 
Even though Mercedes is 
not known for their racing 
technology or 195mph top 
speed, the SLS Black Series 
is proof that they are not 
only a luxury car manufac-
turer. With only one super-
car left in production (SLS 
AMG), Mercedes has decid-
ed to improve it with their 
notorious “black series” tun-
ing and styling. 
458 Speciale v. SLS Black 
Series:
Both the Speciale and the 
Black Series having cutting 
edge technology and the top 
performance numbers in 
their class. The Speciale gets 
from 0-60 mph in about 2.9 
seconds, while it takes 3.5 
seconds for the SLS Black 
Series. The top speed for the 
Speciale is 202 mph, while 
the top speed for the SLS 
Black Series is 197 mph. 
And, with horsepower, the 
SLS Black Series has a 631-
597 hp advantage over the 
Speciale.

If you were to only look at 
the performance numbers, the 
Speciale would most likely be 
your fi rst choice because of it’s 
twenty percent quicker accel-
eration and higher top speed, 
but the performance is not 
useful for deciding when you 
look at each supercar. When 
it comes to the 458 Speciale, 
the extended diffuser, the dras-
tically larger exhausts, the 
rims, the various added skirts 
and vents for increased aero-
dynamics, and the connected 
“mesh” between the taillights 
all make it into one of the most 
attractive supercars on the 
market. The few display cars 
that are in the United States 
are either Ferrari’s signature 
red or a deep blue. The vent on 
the hood and the gills next to 
the headlights give it a mean 
look. From whichever angle it 
is viewed, there are new addi-
tions that make it much more 
appealing than the regular 458. 
And now the SLS Black Se-
ries. The few that are in the 
United States at the moment 

are black, yellow, red, white, 
and grey, all with black ac-
cents. There are too many 
new vents, skirts, and accents 
to count. The most stand out 
features are the vent in the 
hood, the black vent on the 
side, and the massive spoiler. 
Just like the Speciale, the SLS 
Black Series is an intimidat-
ing car. The new parts give 
the car an even more aggres-
sive look than it already had. 
Everything about this car 
brings it to a whole new level 
of “good looking supercars”. 
There could be a never ending 
debate between these super-
cars, and truthfully, they are 
both equally as good looking. 
Pictures do not do justice to 
the aggression and track-
readiness of each. If you had 
the opportunity to own one 
of these uber rare supercars, 
there would be no bad choice. 
Either one gives you the 
power, speed, and technol-
ogy needed to compete with 
racecars around a track or to 
go out for a weekend cruise. 

and that’s the reason that songs 
like that are not played at wed-
dings) However, the imagery 
that Legend creates here is 
perfect, particularly in the 
second verse. In that verse, he 
sings, “You’re my downfall, 
you’re my muse. My worst 
distraction, my rhythm and 
blues. I can’t stop singing, it’s 
ringing, in my head for you.” 
Really, the lyrics in this song 
are superb, and even though 
the song is close to 5 minutes 
long, because of the incredible 
delivery of the song, it doesn’t 
feel like that. Certain songs 
are short but feel long (such 
as “Happy,” which feels really 
long because it drags on in 
the fi nal minute), and certain 
songs are long but feel short. 
This is a perfect example of 
the latter category. It’s a near-
perfect love song.

Keep in mind that I said 
it’s a near-perfect love song, 
so there obviously are some 
fl aws to this song. Number 
one, while I can’t take major 
points away from the four 
chord structure because it’s 
not lazily done, no new ground 
is broken with this song. It 
does feel somewhat recycled 
for a love ballad on the pia-
no, and while the beat does 
fi t the mood and the overall 
tone of the song, it’s nothing 
unique or special. And, num-
ber two, you could argue that 
this song is a bit repetitive be-
cause Legend says the phrase 
containing the words ‘all of 
me’ and ‘all of you’ ten times 
throughout the entire song. 
It might be just a tad on the 
overkill, and it might be just 

a slight overdoing of the 
point, but it wasn’t in-
sanely repetitive like 

“Say Something” to the point 
where it bothered me. Plus, 
there’s something unique go-
ing on every single time that 
he says that line because, as 
mentioned before, there is 
build-up, so that criticism 
may be just a minor nitpick. It 
defi nitely seems, though, like 
John Legend struck gold with 
this song.
 
THE VERDICT
This song is Legend’s big-
gest hit to date and for good 
reason. It’s an incredible 
love song, and it’s an incred-
ible song in general. While 
it doesn’t necessarily break 
any new ground (like Aeros-
mith’s famous power ballad 
did), it still hits on practically 
everything. John Legend has 
great vocals, and these vocals 
shine perfectly throughout 
this song. The strengths and 
depths of his vocal range are 
brought out at just the right 
time, and there was defi nitely 
a reason behind every build-
up and every note. Love 
songs are songs that every-
one writes, so it’s tough to 
convey a new message every 
single time. In Legend’s case, 
at least he makes the mes-
sage his own and doesn’t re-
cycle it, and that’s displayed 
through the lyrics and the 
phrases of this song. Pretty 
much everything about this 
song, from the lyrics to the 
delivery to the vocals and 
the build-up, works, and it’s 
one of the best songs of 2014 
thus far. The year hasn’t been 
great for music, but Legend 
might be a bright spot. 
FINAL SCORE: 4.9 out of 5
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Eastern Conference:
Round 1:
(1) Indiana Pacers vs (8) 
Atlanta Hawks (4-1)
Despite the recent struggles 
of the Pacers, the Hawks just 
aren’t talented enough to 
put up a fight against Indi-
ana. Without Al Horford, the 
Hawks don’t stand much of a 
chance in this series.

(2) Miami Heat vs (7) Char-
lotte Bobcats (4-0)
With Al Jefferson’s advan-
tage down low, the Bobcats 
could possibly win a game 
in the series. However, the 
Heat are just too talented to 
lose more than a game to 
Charlotte.

(3) Toronto Raptors vs (6) 
Brooklyn Nets (4-3)
Paul Pearce and Kevin Gar-
nett should be able to carry 
the experienced Nets against 
the young Raptors. It also 
bodes well for the Nets that 
Deron Williams appears to 
be healthy. The only thing 
holding the Nets back is their 
inability to define their rota-
tion, which is something that 
Jason Kidd must address.

(4) Chicago Bulls vs (5) 
Washington Wizards (4-2)
The Chicago Bulls are led 
by their veteran front line of 
Carlos Boozer and Joakim 
Noah, while the Washing-
ton Wizards are led by their 
young backcourt of John 
Wall and Bradley Beal. The 
Bulls have relied on hard 
work and hustle all sea-
son long, but the Wizards 
should be able to come out 
and match that intensity for 
the playoffs. If Gortat is able 
to be effective against Noah 
and hold his own, then the 
Wizards should win this se-
ries.

Conference Semi-Finals:
(1) Indiana Pacers vs (5) 
Washington Wizards (4-3)
While the Pacers have one of 
best defenses in the league, 
the Wizards have a top 10 
defense as well. The Wiz-
ards and Pacers are two of 
the most balanced teams in 
the league and they match 
up very well against one 
another. The x-factor in the 
series will be John Wall. If 
he can take advantage of 
his matchup against George 
Hill, then Washington could 
pull off the upset. 

(2) Miami Heat vs (6) 
Brooklyn Nets (4-3)
The Nets swept the Heat dur-
ing the regular season, but 
the Miami Heat are a differ-
ent team during the playoffs. 

Jason Kidd’s unwillingness to 
play his starters for big min-
utes during the playoffs will 
hurt Brooklyn’s chances of 
making a run deep into the 
playoffs. Veterans Paul Pierce 
and Kevin Garnett will need 
to channel some of their for-
mer selves if they want to 
have a shot in winning this 
series.

Conference Finals:
(2) Miami Heat vs (5) Wash-
ington Wizards (4-2)
The Wizards strength may be 
their backcourt, but in order 
to beat the Miami Heat, Mar-
tin Gortat and Nene will need 
to carry the load. Unless Greg 
Oden plays, the Heat will 
struggle to defend the physi-
cality of the Wizards’ front-
court. On the other hand, the 
Wizards have no answer for 
the best player in the NBA, 
LeBron James. If Dwyane 
Wade and Chris Bosh are able 
to alleviate some of the scor-
ing pressure off of LeBron, 
then Miami should advance to 
the NBA Finals for the fourth 
straight year.

Western Conference:
Round 1:
(1) San Antonio Spurs vs (8) 
Dallas Mavericks (4-2)
The Spurs should be hun-
gry after the way the Finals 
slipped away from them this 
year. The duo of Monta El-
lis and Dirk Nowitzki could 
create some trouble for the 
Spurs, but the inability of the 
Mavericks to play defense 
will be their downfall.

(2) Oklahoma City Thunder 
vs (7) Memphis Grizzlies (4-
3)
With Kendrick Perkins at 
center, the Thunder have a 
tough time dealing with big-
ger teams. With the biggest 
frontline in the league of 
Marc Gasol and Zach Ran-
dolph, the Grizzlies are a 
huge matchup problem for 
the Thunder. Russell West-
brook must be on his A-game 
because Durant won’t be able 
to win this series on his own. 
The difference maker for the 
Thunder is center Steven Ad-
ams, as he must be able to 
help Ibaka contain the front 
line of the Grizzlies.

(3) Los Angeles Clippers vs 
(6) Golden State Warriors (4-
2)
If the Warriors had Andrew 
Bogut, I believe they could 
win the series. But, with-
out Bogut, they don’t have 
a chance. Other than David 
Lee and the aging Jermaine 
O’Neal, the Warriors don’t 
have the frontcourt depth to 
beat the Clippers. 

(continued on pg 15)

NBA Playoff
Predictions

Did anybody have that 
matchup in their brackets? 
Better yet, did anybody have 
a perfect Final Four in their 
brackets? They call it March 
Madness for a reason, and in 
terms of two teams that no-
body saw coming, this was 
arguably the most madden-
ing edition of the tournament 
yet. A #7 seed and a #8 seed 
made it to the finals (and the 
combined seed total of 15 is 
the highest in the history of 
the tournament), and along 
the way, there were upsets 
galore, from Dayton’s ap-
pearance in the Elite Eight to 
Mercer’s shocking win over 
Duke. In the end, though, the 
UConn Huskies defeated the 
Kentucky Wildcats by a final 
score of 60-54, and for the 
fourth time in school history, 
the Huskies won the tourna-
ment and are considered the 
champions of college bas-
ketball. What were the take-
aways from UConn’s victory 
over Kentucky, and what does 
this mean for the future of the 
program?
 
1. Free Points
How did the Huskies win 
the championship game over 
Kentucky? Better yet, how 
did they get to this point? 
They took advantage of their 
free throws, and while they 
weren’t necessarily the bet-
ter team, they were always 
the much more efficient team 
from the line. The win against 
Kentucky was definitely not 
Connecticut’s best game on 
the offensive side of the ball. 
At times, the Huskies were 
tense and played careless bas-
ketball; they only had 8 as-
sists during the entire game 
and didn’t get to the line of-
ten, as Kentucky only com-
mitted 10 fouls during the 
entire game. However, the 
difference came down to free 
throws, and this is where the 
Huskies executed while the 
Wildcats did not. Connecticut 
went 10-for-10 from the line, 
while Kentucky only went 
13-of-24. We’re looking at a 
much different ball game if 
Kentucky hit their free throws 
and Connecticut missed some 
of them (although, it most 
likely would’ve come down 
purely to just Kentucky hit-
ting their free throws, be-
cause UConn rarely got op-
portunities to convert from 
the free throw line). The most 
dangerous team to come up 
against is a team that can hit 
their free throws because it’s 
impossible to defend against 
it. When the Huskies played 
Florida in the Final Four, they 
went 10-for-13 from the line. 
Against Michigan State in the 
Elite Eight, Connecticut went 

21-of-22 (probably the most 
impressive free throw display 
of the entire tournament). 
Against Iowa State in the 
Sweet 16, the Huskies went 
20-of-22 from the line. When 
you put their last four games 
together and combine the free 
throw numbers, it comes out 
to an average of 1.25 misses 
per game, and an incredibly 
efficient total of 91% shoot-
ing from the line. Want the 
formula to winning champi-
onships? It’s not about what 
team gets to the line more. 
It’s about what team is able 
to convert their chances from 
the line.
 
2. Shabazz the Star
Of course, the Huskies would 
probably not be in this posi-
tion if it wasn’t for their se-
nior point guard Shabazz 
Napier. Let’s be clear right 
now- offensively, this was not 
a pretty game. At times, this 
game was ugly, but that’s to 
be expected in this type of 
environment (especially on 
the side of Kentucky, which 
played 7 freshmen in this 
game and start- e d 
five). But, 
let’s be 
clear- Con-
n e c t i c u t 
deserved 
to win 
t h a t 
g a m e , 
a n d 
S h a b a z z 
Napier was a 
big part in that. 
He was the only one in the 
entire game on either side to 
score more than 20 points, 
and while one big star wilted 
under the pressure (Julius 
Randle, who was battling 
with cramps and only put up 
10 points), the other one rose 
to the occasion. At times, 
Napier was sloppy, as he did 
have four turnovers in the 
game. However, he put up 22 
points and continued to hit 
clutch shot after clutch shot. 
A jump shot by Napier in 
the second half extended the 
Connecticut lead to 9 points, 
and when Kentucky came 
back from that to make it a 
one point game, Napier end-
ed up hitting a clutch three 
point shot to make the lead 
two possessions. Every time 
that Kentucky crawled back 
into the game, it seemed like 
Napier was able to provide 
the Huskies with just a little 
bit more of a cushion. That’s 
exactly what happened in 
the Final Four game against 
Florida also. There were nu-
merous times in the second 
half where it looked like the 
Gators would get on a run. 
However, the Huskies then 
extended the lead (largely 
in part to Napier) and gave 
themselves some breathing 

room. Shabazz Napier is leav-
ing for the NBA next year after 
showing consistent improve-
ment throughout his four years 
at Connecticut, and with this 
performance in the tournament 
and in the championship game, 
it wouldn’t be a surprise if he 
winds up as a lottery pick.
 
3. Who’s Laughing Now?
And finally, what does this win 
mean for the future of the pro-
gram? Earlier in the year, the 
new Big East was formed, as the 
Catholic 7 schools disbanded 
from the conference. In a com-
plicated situation, the end result 
was the creation of two confer-
ences. One conference would 
be the new Big East, and the 
other would be the American 
Athletic Conference, which is 
the conference that Connecticut 
currently plays in. However, for 
UConn, this realignment would 
be harmful to the program. The 
Huskies were forced to stay in 
the AAC (a conference of much 
lower prestige), and while some 
schools were able to find escape 
routes (such as Rutgers leaving 
for the Big Ten and Louisville 
leaving for the ACC), 

the Hus-
kies were 

rejected by 
the major 
conferences. 
Now... the tide 
might have 
just turned in 

Connecticut’s 
favor. This win was 

huge for the program be-
cause for basketball confer-
ences like the Big East (and to 
an extent, the ACC), it’s tough 
to find too many more accom-
plished programs out there 
right now than Connecticut if 
these conferences want to ex-
pand. To an extent, the Hus-
kies were like the playground 
basketball player that didn’t 
even get picked, then filled in 
one day and showed everyone 
off, proving to everyone that he 
was the best player on the court. 
Nobody wanted the Huskies at 
first, but now they should have 
quite a few offers from certain 
conferences if they did want to 
bolt away from the AAC, which 
is bound to take a blow after 
Louisville leaves for the ACC 
next year. Perhaps this was the 
most important championship 
in UConn’s history, because 
this one was about redemp-
tion. Last season, the Huskies 
were ineligible for the tourna-
ment due to a lack of academic 
progression (and it was one of 
the reasons why Jim Calhoun 
resigned and handed the coach-
ing duties over to Kevin Ollie), 
and they were rejected by the 
big conferences during the re-
alignment wave. Now, things 
are going much better for the 
program, and the arrow should 
only be trending upwards in the 
future.

Connecticut’s Championship: 
Takeaways from the NCAA Tournament
Collin Giuliani

Sports and Layout Editor Matt Tisch
Asst. Sports Editor
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Collin’s Corner
Back in the Bronx:
New York Yankees Preview of the 2014 Season 

Collin Giuliani
Sports and Layout Editor

Back in 2006, everything 
was going right for the Mets. 
Willie Randolph was manag-
ing a very good ball club, the 
Mets were the kings of the 
National League, and a new 
ballpark was on the way to 
replace the dumpster that was 
Shea Stadium. However, af-
ter Carlos Beltran’s infamous 
strikeout in the 2006 NLCS 
against the St. Louis Cardi-
nals, it’s all gone downhill. 
That NLCS appearance in 
2006 was the last time that 
the Metropolitans of New 
York made the playoffs, and 
since then, the team has had 
five consecutive losing sea-
sons, never having a win total 
higher than 79 wins. Last year 
was more of the same for the 
Mets, as the team finished 74-
88 for the second straight year 
under manager Terry Collins. 
Now, the Mets enter the 2014 
season hoping to get back on 
the right track and hoping to 
give their fans something to 
cheer about for the first time 
in years. What are the three 
questions for the Mets enter-
ing this season?

1. Was Curtis Granderson a 
Good Signing?
It’s good to see that the Mets 
decided to spend money this 
season, and Granderson’s 
making lots of money (around 
$15 million per year). There’s 
only one problem that could 
come about from this sign-
ing. When Granderson joined 
the Yankees, he went away 
from batting average and 
went more towards hitting the 
home runs. This has resulted 
in a dip in batting average, 
and this dip was felt last year 
when he hit just .232 with the 
Yankees. However, he was 
able to hit home runs in Yan-
kee Stadium, which is known 
to be a hitter’s ballpark. Es-
pecially when hitting fly balls 
out to right field, a standard 
fly ball becomes a home run 
in Yankee Stadium half of the 
time. However, Citi Field is a 
pitcher’s ballpark. Not many 
batters score in Citi Field, as 
they had the second worst 
park factor run total last year, 
only ahead of Petco Park in 
San Diego. Swinging for the 
fences worked in Yankee Sta-
dium, but can it work in Citi 
Field, which is a completely 
different ballpark?

2. Who Will Step Up in the 
Pitching Staff?
Every year, it seems like 
there’s a debate about who 
will step up in the pitching 

staff. In 2012, it was all about 
R.A. Dickey. Then, Dickey 
got traded that offseason, and 
this same debate about step-
ping up was made. In came 
Matt Harvey, who was a Cy 
Young quality pitcher before 
his injury. He’s scheduled 
to return in 2015, so this de-
bate will continue for another 
year.Who will step up on this 
pitching staff? Will it be Zach 
Wheeler (7-5, 3.42 ERA in 
2013), Dillon Gee (12-11, 
3.62 ERA in 2013), or some-
one unheard of? Someone is 
going to have to step up in or-
der for the Mets to make a run 
this year.

3. Can Travis d’Arnaud 
Take the Next Step?
When the Mets traded R.A. 
Dickey to the Toronto Blue 
Jays in the 2012 offseason, 
I thought that the trade was 
good and fair for both teams. 
The Blue Jays got an aging, 
yet good, Cy Young pitcher 
that could help them win now, 
while the Mets got a great 
prospect for the future by the 
name of Travis d’Arnaud. 
Last year, d’Arnaud got called 
up and played in 31 games, 
but the results were less than 
impressive. He definitely did 
not make the jump from the 
minor leagues to the major 
leagues effectively, as he hit 
.202 with 1 home run, 5 RBI 
and 20 hits in 99 at bats, only 
slightly hitting above the 
Mendoza Line. Was the end 
of the 2013 season a case of 
d’Arnaud getting his feet wet 
or a sign of a prospect that 
couldn’t pan out in the big 
leagues? The New York Mets 
probably won’t make the 
playoffs again this season, and 
this will lead to lots of specu-
lation about the job security 
of manager Terry Collins. 
It’s not like he’s had much to 
work with all this time. This 
year, the Mets do have some 
talent, and if Matt Harvey was 
healthy, then the Mets would 
definitely be in the running 
because they would have an 
incredibly solid rotation with 
Harvey, Colon, and Wheeler 
leading the way. But, this is 
still a lineup that is somewhat 
weak in the infield and lacks 
depth in other areas. Washing-
ton should be able to win the 
division, and Atlanta, despite 
regressing, should come in 
second. For the Mets, it looks 
like another year out of the 
playoffs, but with two or three 
more pieces in place, they 
might not be that far off come 
2015. PREDICTION: 80-82, 
3rd in NL East

Metropolitan Madness:

Collin Giuliani
Sports and Layout Editor

New York Mets Preview of the
 2014 Season 

All things considered, the 
Yankees were not terrible last 
season. Their roster was old 
and was depleted by injuries, 
nobody outside of Robinson 
Cano hit over .300, the pitch-
ing staff wasn’t great by any 
means, and on top of that, 
Derek Jeter was hurt, Mariano 
Rivera was on the verge of 
retiring, and Alex Rodriguez 
was injured/suspended for 
much of the 2013 season (al-
though at this rate, the suspen-
sion of Rodriguez is a blessing 
in disguise). However, while 
the Yankees of last season 
were nearly unrecognizable 
(especially when compared to 
their champion 2009 counter-
part), they still managed to be 
a solid ball club, finishing 85-
77 with a third place finish in 
the AL East. It wasn’t enough 
to make the playoffs (the first 
time that’s happened since 
2008, and only the second 
time that’s happened since 
1993, not counting the strike-
shortened season of 1994), 
but the fact that the Yankees 
were even in it entering the 
final week of the season was 
an accomplishment. After a 
dramatic offseason full of free 
agency signings, the A-Rod 
scandal, and Jeter’s retire-
ment, what are the three big-
gest questions for the Yankees 
in 2014?

1) Will Masahiro Tanaka 
Continue His Success?
The main questions regard-
ing the Yankees concern their 
pitching staff, and perhaps the 
most talked about question of 
the entire offseason has been 
how well Masahiro Tanaka 
can play for the Yankees. 
Some of the pitchers to come 
over from Japan have made it 
big (such as Yu Darvish, who 
has played for the Rangers for 
the past two seasons and who 
has been one of the most dom-
inant pitchers in all of base-
ball), and others have flopped 
(such as Daisuke Matsuzaka, 
who came to the Red Sox with 
much hype surrounding him, 
but ultimately failed). Tanaka 
helped the Tohoku Rakuten 
Golden Eagles win their first 
Pacific League title in 2013, 
and he posted a 24-0 record 
with a 1.27 ERA. The Yan-
kees paid $20 million to the 
Golden Eagles to acquire this 
pitcher, and while he is young 
(he’s only 25 years old), he has 
lots of wear and tear on him 
already as he’s been pitching 
regularly for the Golden Ea-
gles since 2007. Arguably the 
most hyped Japanese pitcher 
of all time is now coming over 

to the Yankees, and while it’s 
obvious that he won’t post an 
undefeated record with a near-
sub 1 ERA in Major League 
Baseball, he could make the 
transition successfully from 
Japan to the USA. For every 
Ichiro, you get a Matsuzaka. 
Which category will Tanaka 
fall into?

2) Can David Robertson Re-
place Mariano Rivera?
Let’s just state this straight 
off the bat- there’s no fea-
sible way to replace Mariano 
Rivera. Rivera is the greatest 
closer in the history of base-
ball, he’s a first ballot (and 
hopefully unanimous) Hall of 
Famer, and you could make a 
legitimate argument for him 
being one of the top ten play-
ers of all time. If Rivera want-
ed to, he could come back 
this season and still be one of 
the top five closers currently 
playing, so there’s clearly 
no easy way to replace what 
Rivera brings to the mound. 
However, David Robertson is 
going to be the new closer for 
the New York Yankees. While 
the comparisons between him 
and Rivera are unfair (if we’re 
comparing Robertson to Ri-
vera, then Robertson would 
be one of the worst pitchers of 
all time), they’re inevitable. 
Still, Robertson was pretty 
good last season; in 66.1 in-
nings, he went 5-1 with a 2.04 
ERA and posted 77 strikeouts. 
Batters only had a .213 aver-
age against him, which was 
the best total on the Yankees 
last season for pitchers that 
pitched at least one inning. 
While there’s definitely a 
drop-off between Rivera and 
Robertson, it isn’t enough to 
cost the Yankees some games 
if Robertson’s form from 
2013 continues. Can David 
Robertson be a solid closer for 
the Yankees who could make 
the Yankees not have to worry 
about this position?

3) Will CC Sabathia Bounce 
Back From a Disappointing 
2013 Campaign?
The pitching staff of the Yan-
kees was not very good last 
season and perhaps no play-
er was more disappointing 
than CC Sabathia. Sabathia 
has been the top pitcher on 
the Yankees in the rotation 
for the past five seasons, and 
from 2009-2012, he was a 
dominant pitcher, posting an 
ERA lower than 3.40 in each 
season. But everything went 
downhill in 2013 when he 
did not play well. Sabathia 
went 14-13 (his lowest win 
total since the 2006 season 
with the Cleveland Indians, 
and his lowest winning per-

centage in his entire career) 
with a 4.78 ERA (the highest 
ERA of his career), 9.6 hits 
per 9 innings (worst total of 
his career), and 175 strikeouts 
(worst total since 2006). Safe 
to say, it was not Sabathia’s 
finest moment, but everything 
could change this year if Sa-
bathia’s new pitch (the cutter, 
which he learned from Andy 
Pettitte) works. Whether or 
not his velocity will avoid 
another decline remains to 
be seen, but the question of 
Sabathia’s performance will 
linger throughout the entire 
2014 season, especially if he 
doesn’t start off strong. Yes, 
the American League East is 
stacked, but unlike last year, 
where anything above .500 
was a successful season for 
a nearly-unrecognizable Yan-
kees team, the Yankees might 
finally have the tools to com-
pete in this division. It’s going 
to be tough to get past Boston, 
who didn’t regress at all and is 
coming off of a World Series 
championship, but a second 
place finish in that division is 
a more than reasonable expec-
tation for the Yankees. They 
are on the older side of things, 
so in a way, they are in a win-
now mode. However, on pa-
per, this is a very good side, 
especially in the outfield. If 
Derek Jeter can fully recover 
this year in what will be his 
last year in pinstripes, and if 
players such as Sabathia, Ells-
bury, and Robertson (some 
of the new guys or question 
marks for 2014) play up to 
their potentials, then New 
York might be able to get back 
to the playoffs. Boston looks 
like the favorite to win the AL 
East, but I’d be comfortable 
stating that the Yankees will 
make the playoffs as a wild 
card this year. Joe Girardi got 
a contract extension because 
he was successful in manag-
ing one of the most depleted 
rosters in baseball last season. 
Consequently, he should be 
successful in managing one 
of the most talented rosters on 
paper in the game right now. 
The Yankees have a good 
chance to make the playoffs 
for the 51st time in franchise 
history this season. PREDIC-
TION: 91-71, 2nd in AL 
East (Wild Card)
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Marquee NFL Free 

Agency Grades
Matt Tisch

Ass’t Sports Editor

Jairus Byrd (6 years, $56 
million, New Orleans)
Despite having limited cap 
space, the New Orleans Saints 
were able to make a huge 
splash by signing Jairus Byrd, 
arguably the best safety in 
the NFL. After surprisingly 
having one of the best pass 
defense in the league and a 
decent run defense, the Saints 
are looking to take their de-
fense to the next level with the 
addition of Jairus Byrd. This 
will likely be a critical move 
in their quest to win the NFC 
South for the first time in two 
seasons.
Grade: A

Darrelle Revis (2 years, $32 
million, New England)
While the deal is officially 
listed at 2 years and $32 mil-
lion, it is common knowledge 
that the Patriots will cut Revis 
or restructure his deal instead 
of paying him $20 million 
during the second year of the 
contract. The deal is really 1 
year for $12 million. After 
losing cornerback Aqib Talib, 
the Patriots had to make a 
move to address their second-
ary, and they did just that by 
signing Revis. After not get-
ting the luxurious offer that 
he expected, Revis decided to 
sign with a contender for one 
year to prove himself as the 
best cornerback in football. 
That means that the Patriots 
will be getting an angry and 
hungry Revis for the 2014-
2015 season which could be 
critical for their Super Bowl 
run.
Grade: A+

Alterraun Verner (4 years, 
$26.5 million, Tampa Bay)
Tampa Bay released Darrelle 
Revis after just one season, 
leaving the team with a hole 
at cornerback. In response, 
the Bucs went after the best 
cornerback in free agency 
and signed him for at bargain 
price. Despite being a similar-
ly skilled, if not a better, play-
er than Aqib Talib, he signed 
for 2 years and over $30 mil-
lion less than Talib. He even 
signed for less than Domi-
nique Rodgers-Cromartie of 
the New York Giants. Verner 
will be a critical piece in the 
Bucs’ rebuilding process.
Grade: A+

DeMarcus Ware (3 years, 
$30 million, Denver)
During the Super Bowl, the 
Broncos clearly missed the 
presence of Elvis Dumervil, 
who they had lost due to a 
fax machine issue last off-
season, and Von Miller, who 
was injured and had to serve 
a 6 game suspension to start 
last season. This season they 
should be in a much better 

Derek Jeter, the last of the 
“Core Four,” recently an-
nounced that he will be re-
tiring after the 2014 season. 
The “Core Four” was the 
name given to the quartet of 
Derek Jeter, Andy Pettitte, 
Jorge Posada, and Mariano 
Rivera. They all played in 
the minor leagues together 
and got called up to the Yan-
kees together in 1995. Now, 
19 years later, Jeter is the last 
man standing. Derek Jeter has 
played 19 seasons in Major 
League Baseball, all for the 
New York Yankees. He made 
his MLB debut on May 29th, 
1995, and he became the AL 
Rookie of the Year in 1996. 
On June 3rd, 2003, Derek 
Jeter became the captain 
of the New York Yankees, 
the first Yankee to hold that 
honor since Don Mattingly 
in 1995.

At the start of spring 
training this year, Derek 
Jeter announced his retire-
ment. Because Derek Jeter 
is almost 40 years old and 
had a bad, injury-plagued 
season last year, this an-
nouncement was inevi-
table. The key to retiring 
from baseball is to recog-

End of an Era- 
The Retirement of Derek Jeter

Lauren Lopez
News Editor

position with two high cali-
ber pass rushers ready to go 
for opening kickoff. Despite 
being released from Dallas, 
Ware had a productive season 
from a statistical perspective 
and is still a good player.
Grade: B

DeSean Jackson (3 years, 
$24 million, Washington)
After being released by Phila-
delphia due to off the field is-
sues, DeSean Jackson became 
a huge free agent target for 
many teams. After being ex-
pected to land with the Jets or 
49ers initially, Jackson signed 
with the Redskins. Jackson 
will be a huge addition for 
Washington and the develop-
ment of Robert Griffin III. 
With Jackson, the Redskins 
will have one of the best re-
ceiving corps in the NFC, 
consisting of Jackson, Pierre 
Garcon, Andre Roberts, and 
Jordan Reed. If Jackson can 
clear up his off the field is-
sues, he should be very suc-
cessful in Washington.
Grade: B

Aqib Talib (6 years, $57 mil-
lion, Denver)
While Talib is a slight upgrade 
over Dominique Rodgers-
Cromartie and the Broncos 
are in win-now mode, there 
is no possible way to justify 
spending $57 million him. 
Talib rejuvenated his career 
in New England and jumped 
to the top of their depth chart, 
but he is still a huge red flag. 
He has struggled with prob-
lems off the field and has a 
history of injury. The Broncos 
took a huge gamble that he 
will be able to stay on the field 
and out of trouble. Even if he 
is able to stay on the field, he 
will have trouble living up 
to his massive contract. The 
only thing that could possibly 
make this contract worth it for 
Denver would be if Talib is 
able to contribute to a Super 
Bowl run for the Broncos. 
Grade: F

Dominique Rodgers-
Cromartie (5 years, $39 
million, NY Giants)
The Giants hadn’t made a big 
splash in free agency in years 
before the signing of Domi-
nique Rodgers-Cromartie last 
month. The Giants have also 
lacked playmakers in the sec-
ondary over the last couple 
years. By improving their 
secondary, the Giants will be 
able to focus their draft picks 
towards other needs like their 
offensive and defensive lines. 
Rodgers-Cromartie was a 
critical piece of the Broncos 
defense, but you have to ques-
tion his motivation this sea-
son after saying he was going 
to likely retire if the Broncos 
won the Super Bowl last year.
Grade: C

nize when your time is right 
and do it gracefully and pro-
fessionally, and that’s exactly 
what Jeter plans to do.

It’s not going to be easy for 
anyone. It’s bound to be an 
emotional season for Jeter, 
who is the longest tenured ac-
tive Yankee today. The team 
is sure to miss him as they’ll 
not only be saying goodbye 
to a great player, but also to 
a captain. There will be that 
hard to answer question of 
who will become captain 
next. Maybe there will be a 
repeat of Mattingly’s retire-
ment, and the Yankees will 
go without a captain for a few 
seasons. Maybe some eager 

rookie will take his place, 
though filling Derek Jeter’s 
shoes definitely isn’t an easy 
task. The fans will miss him 
too, as 19 years is a long time 
to stay with one team. Many 
fans have grown up with Der-
ek Jeter on their TV screens, 
and seeing him missing from 
the roster next season will be 
something hard to get used to. 
Maybe, just maybe, the emo-
tion of it all will fire the Yan-
kees up and help them win 
their first World Series since 
2009. Then, Derek Jeter can 
really go out on top- as a six 
time champion.

(4) Houston Rockets vs (5) 
Portland Trail Blazers (4-3)
This is the most interesting 
of the first round matchups, 
as this is a series between 
two teams who don’t play de-
fense and can put up points 
in bunches. The difference in 
the series will be the experi-
ence of Houston’s superstars, 
James Harden and Dwight 
Howard.

Conference Semi-Finals:
(1) San Antonio Spurs vs (4) 
Houston Rockets (4-3)
The Rockets have the offen-
sive firepower to keep pace 
with the Spurs. Their inabil-
ity to defend has hurt them 
all season, but they have the 
athleticism to guard the Spurs 
and star player Tim Duncan. 
The Spurs will fight hard and 
have the talent to win the se-
ries, but it will not be easy to 
slow the Rockets down.

(2) Oklahoma City Thunder 
vs (3) Los Angeles Clippers 
(4-2)
Kevin Durant, Russell West-
brook, Chris Paul, and Blake 
Griffin, four of the top 15 
players in the NBA, will be 

on display in the series. On 
top of the series being star-
studded, the Thunder and 
Clippers are two of the deep-
est teams in the league. While 
I believe the Thunder are the 
better team by an incredibly 
narrow margin, the Clippers 
will beat them because they 
will take advantage of the 
Thunder front court. While 
the Thunder front court is 
talented enough to stick with 
the Clippers if they play small 
ball, their lack of willingness 
to do so and their insistence 
on playing Kendrick Perkins 
will cost them the series.

Conference Finals:
(3) Los Angeles Clippers vs 
(4) Houston Rockets (4-3)
The two best offensive teams 
in the West will face off in 
the conference fi-
nals. Just like the 
Clippers-Thun-
der matchup, this 
series won’t lack 
star power. The 
two teams have 
dynamic inside-
outside combos 
and strong sup-
porting casts 
around their star 

players. Chris Paul is the best 
and most important player in 
the series, but who ever gets 
a stronger performance from 
their bench will likely win the 
series.

NBA Finals:
(2) Miami Heat vs (3) Los 
Angeles Clippers (4-3)
The Clippers have the per-
fect combo of star power and 
depth to be able to win their 
first NBA title. Led by Chris 
Paul and Blake Griffin and 
a perfect assortment of role 
players including J.J. Redick, 
Jamal Crawford and DeAndre 
Jordan, the Clippers have the 
talent to beat anyone. Mid-
season acquisitions Danny 
Granger and Glen Davis 
should play a major role in 
their postseason run.

NBA Playoff 
Predictions (cont. from pg. 13)
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BOYS TENNIS PREVIEW
Natalie Haebich

Editor in Chief

Returning to the courts af-
ter a 79 match win streak, 
the boys’ varsity tennis team 
has added another 9 to that 
record for this season so far. 
The team won the 
past four consecu-
tive county cham-
pionships and the 
opportunity to add 
a fifth trophy to the 
collection is look-
ing good so far! The 
team consists of 5 
returning all-state 
players: Zain Ali, 
Kyle Alper, Roger 
Cheng, Travis Leaf, 
and Ross Reiffman. 
Rounding out the returnees 
are seniors Drew Greenberg 
and Grant Rosenberg, and 
juniors Arnav Srivastava and 
Eric Handelman. This year’s 

new additions to the varsity 
roster include Brian Rhee, 
Sahil Varma, Adam Wilck, 
and Abhinav Srivastava. 
Captain Kyle Alper, who 
will play tennis for Quinnip-
iac University next fall, says, 
“This is a very important year 

for our team. Not only be-
cause I am a senior, but also 
because we have a winning 
streak on the line. If we fin-
ish the year undefeated, we 
will win our 100th match in a 

The High School East la-
crosse teams have kicked off 
their seasons and are ready for 
any challenges that come their 
way! The boys’ lax team has 
started with a bang, holding a 
7-3 record at the time of this 
writing, with one of the sig-
nature wins being a 21-1 win 
against Deer Park. Captains 
Justin Rothstein, Dan Bock-
elman, Nicky Pelligrino, and 
Jordan Shapiro are helping 
to lead the young team this 
year. Coach Hodgson, Coach 
Conway, and Coach Fox are 
hoping to make playoffs, and 
all of the coaches are excited 
about their new talent and the 
growth of their program. 

The combined East and 
West girls’ lax team is also 

BOYS & GIRLS
 LAX PREVIEW

Mary Reiser
Staff Writer very excited about their sea-

son. Coach Graham and 
Coach Horan are thrilled with 
the freshness of the program 
as many of their athletes are 
very young! They said, “The 
talent is fantastic and we just 
need to gel because we are so 
young.” As of this writing, 
they have yet to win a game, 
but that’s not stopping them 
from still trying to make the 
playoffs and continue to grow 
as a team and a program. Cap-
tains Jenna Marrinis, Jenn 
Casadonte, Dani Lulley, Mia 
Insera, and Casie Caiazza are 
doing a great job at leading 
the young team and helping 
everyone improve at every 
practice. Good luck to both 
teams as they work to make it 
to the playoffs this year!

After a disappointing 2012 
season where the Thunderbirds 
went 6-14, Hills East had an 
i n c r e d i b l y 
strong 2013 
season, going 
13-9 and fin-
ishing 13-7 
in league 
play. Now, 
with another 
season upon 
us, the Thun-
derbirds are 
looking for 
another strong 
campaign. Last year, the Thun-
derbirds had senior pitcher 
Stephen Woods, who threw 
back-to-back no hitters and got 
drafted in the sixth round of the 

Collin Giuliani
Layout and Sports Editor

HSE BOYS BASEBALL PREVIEW

row. It’s a big milestone and 
I, along with the rest of the 
team, will be working hard 
to achieve it.” Other star 
player and captain, Zain Ali, 
who will be playing for Tufts 
University next year, says, 
“Both Kyle and I are excited 

for our last season 
with a great bunch 
of guys. We hope 
to have one last 
successful season 
together.”  Best of 
luck to the Hills 
East boys’ varsity 
tennis team. We 
hope to see some 
big wins on the 
court. “Both Kyle 
and I are excited 

for our last season with a 
great bunch of guys. We 
hope to have one last suc-
cessful season together.”  
Best of luck to the Hills East 
tennis team!

MLB Draft by the Tampa Bay 
Rays (he later decided to at-
tend the University of Albany, 
putting his professional base-
ball career on hold). While 
the Thunderbirds do not have 

Woods this season, they are 
still an incredibly strong team, 
with numerous returning play-
ers, such as junior Richard Vil-
la and junior Joey Marzouk. 

Hills East ends the season with 
a 9 game stretch against 3 op-
ponents in Suffolk League 2, 
playing series against North-
port, Lindenhurst, and Central 
Islip. While the Thunderbirds 

did not play 
Northport or 
Lindenhurst 
last season, 
the team did 
go 4-0 against 
Central Islip 
last season, 
which should 
give the 
Thunderbirds 
a good chance 
to improve on 

their solid 2013 campaign. 
Good luck to the boys’ base-
ball team in their quest for a 
second straight winning sea-
son!

   Spring track and field is 
one of the biggest sports at 
Hills East. The sport con-
sists of numerous events, 
including shot put, pole 
vault, discus, triple jump, 
long jump, high jump, hur-
dles, and running. Coaches 
Anderson and Strack coach 
the girls’ spring track team, 
while Coaches Kirwin and 
Gumbus coach the boys’ 
team. Coach Schilling 
coaches the shot put team, 
while Coach Troise coaches 
the pole vault team. 
   Last week, the Girls 4x100 
(Maira Gomis, Darleen Al-

After a disappointing 2012-
2013 season where the Thunder-
birds finished 5-13, Hills East is 
looking to get back on track this 
season in their quest for a softball 
title. As of this writing, the Thun-
derbirds are 4-9, but in their four 
wins so far, the team has scored 
55 runs combined, scoring 19 and 
16 against Central Islip, 8 against 
Smithtown West and 12 against 
Copiague in their season opener. 
If the team can continue to post 
those offensive numbers, then the 
Thunderbirds should have a good 

chance at making it to the post-
season this year.  Pitchers junior 
Dominique Iaccarino and fresh-
man Kristen Ulmer have each 
started off the season strong, each 
picking up a win. Junior Alyson 
Cresciullo is also one of the many 
players providing an offensive 
spark for the Thunderbirds, as 
she currently leads the team in 
home runs, and senior captains 
Taylor Russo and Danielle Bru-
no currently lead the team in runs 
batted in. Members of the team 
have been fighting through ill-
nesses and injuries, but neverthe-
less, the team is coming together 

with each game. According to 
the coach, with a combination 
of power at the plate and speed 
on the basepaths, the team will 
be looking to not only score runs 
each inning, but also provide de-
fensive support for the pitchers. 
Said Coach Megan, “We will 
need to play smart and aggres-
sive softball. Although our team 
may be young, we are all look-
ing forward to growing together 
to only improve through the 
future.” Good luck to the Hills 
East softball team as they look to 
bounce back!

Girls Softball Strives for a Title
Alexus Haddad

School News Editor

Congratulations to the 
HSE  Girls Track Team
Hillary Schier

Photography Editor

tema-Bouzi, Ayobami Ade-
bowale, & Rosie Oroyemi) 
and 4x400 (Mary Chimezie, 
Amanda Ribeiro, Lauren Ke-
schner, & Christina Perrier) 
relays ran in the 120th Penn 
Relays at the University of 
Pennsylvania. The 4x400m 
relay won their race and 
were awarded a Penn Relays 
Medallion. This is amongst 
the most prestigious races 
run in the world with high 
school teams flying in from 
21 different states, Canada, 
Bahamas, South Africa, St. 
Vincent, Trinidad, US Virgin 
Islands and Jamaica. Con-
gratulations girls and good 
luck to the boys and girls on 
the rest of their seasons!


