
“You can become very successful if 
you work hard and focus on your studies.”-Michael Winter

Half  Hollow Hills High School East    Special Graduation Issue                                              

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE

What are the
 seniors doing after 

graduation?

Interviews with 
Retiring Teachers

T-Birds’ Sports
Wrap-up

Page 4 & 5 Pages 6-7   Page 12

Entertainment 
News&

Page 8-9

Issue 4 June 2013

SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!SENIORS!

Congratulations! Today is your day. 
You’re off to Great Places! You’re off and away!

You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself in any direction you choose. You’re on your own.

And you know what you know. You are the guy who’ll decide where to go.
—Dr. Seuss, “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!”

“I learned what my priorities 

are in life and to value every-

thing I have.”

-Matt Ingoglia

“Be who you are, not who they 
want you to be.”.
-Kassandra Toles

“No matter what, 

everything happens for 

a reason.”

-Elena Lugo

“Just because someone 
else can’t do it, doesn’t 

mean you can’t.”
-Derek Lin

“Always be your own person and never play follow the leader.”-Justin Ellis
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On Monday, April 15, 
the nation watched in hor-
ror as bombs exploded near 
the fi nish line of the Boston 
Marathon. The blasts killed 
three people, including an 
eight year old boy, and in-
jured over one hundred. The 
scene of athletic triumph 
was transformed into a night-

mare characterized by media 
frenzy. News organizations 
and citizens alike speculated 
nonstop over what is consid-
ered the fi rst act of terror on 
American soil since Septem-
ber 11, 2001.  A police hunt 
for the two suspects, Tamer-
lan Tsarnaev and his younger 
brother Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 
effectively shut down the 
city of Boston on Thursday 
and Friday of the same week. 
The manhunt resulted in the 
death of the elder and the cap-
ture of the injured younger 
brother. When he was taken, 
Mr. Tsarnaev was not read 
his Miranda Rights, as the 
authorities invoked the pub-
lic safety exception in order 
to question him extensively.

In a public address, Presi-
dent Obama vowed that the 
nation would not let this act 
of terror vanquish the spirit 
of the American people or the 
honor in the annual athletic 
event where the tragedy oc-
curred. The Boston Marathon 
would continue in order to 
show that the nation is strong 
in the face of horror. But the 
immediate aftermath of the 
Boston bombings proved that 
the country is in a collective 
state of post-traumatic stress, 
and that we as a people are 
not as strong as we could be.

Since 9/11, the American 
public has lived in a state of 
fear of similar attacks. Panic 
over the terrorist attacks at 
the World Trade Center in 
New York indirectly led to 
American involvement in two 
wars in the Middle East. The 
country wanted retribution for 
this horrifi c offense, so the 
government authorized the 
invasion of Iraq and Afghani-
stan in search of the ones who 
had perpetrated this crime.

After 2001, there was a 
fl are in patriotic feelings and 
distrust for those who were 
“other than us,” especially 

Muslims. Racial profi ling 
for people of Middle East-
ern descent became far more 
commonplace, especially 
at airports. We were scared, 
and we needed scapegoats.

The people of America live 
through their social media. 
It chronicles their routines 
and their opinions when they 
are at their best, but at their 
worst, Twitter and Facebook 
can be used as weapons for 

spreading fear and hate.
In this new state of instant 

gratifi cation and inbred ter-
ror, the Boston bombings hit 
America like a shockwave. 
News organizations pub-
lished every piece of informa-
tion they could get, obsessed 
with getting out information 
fi rst. People needed to know 
that this was not just another 
9/11, that we would be safe. 
This is an admirable goal, but 
the competition to get news 
out often led to warping and 
even mistaking information, 
whipping the public into a 
greater frenzy of confusion.

Sites such as Twitter ex-
ploded immediately with ac-
cusations and amateur specu-
lations. Many tweets blamed 
Muslim terrorists for the 
attacks before the suspects 
were even known, breeding 
bigotry and fear (the Tsarnaev 
brothers are indeed Muslim, 
but have no known links to 
any terrorist organizations).

But social media did not 
just perpetuate unfounded 
accusations, it contributed to 
the mass panic that was al-
ready wreaking havoc across 
the nation. Reports of another 
bombing at the Kennedy Li-
brary went viral, when in fact 
the library had a coincidental 
fi re at around the same time 
as the blasts. People posted 
pictures from the scene, cir-
cling suspicious-looking indi-
viduals in crowds and naming 
them as suspects. Misinfor-
mation, which was already 
being spewed by media out-
lets, was repeated and warped 
as news clips that were 
retweeted and paraphrased 
across the web. Even more 
disgustingly, some took ad-
vantage of the tragedy. A pic-
ture of a little girl was posted 
with the caption reading that 
she had died in the bomb-
ings; in reality, the girl was 
alive and well and the victim 

Tragedy in the Age
of Twitter

Grace Segers
Staff Writer

Character, Scholarship, 
Leadership and Service. 
Those are the four attributes 
that the new inductees of 
the National Honor Soci-
ety, as well as the current 
ones, are expected to uphold.

This year's National Honor 
Society Induction was held 
on Thursday, April 25th. The 
night was fi lled with speeches 
about the importance of the 
National Honor Society. One 
speech that stood out was 
the speech given by Zach 
Goldberg, a CEO at WiFast, 
Inc. Zach graduated from the 
district, so his speech was 
something that many people 
in the audience and on stage 
could relate to. Zach spoke 
about how it's important to 
not give up. There will be 
many responsibilities in life, 
and it's important to remem-

ber that anything can be ac-
complished with a little hard 
work and determination.

The members of the ex-
ecutive board then began to 
e x p l a i n 
m o r e 
a b o u t 
the Na-
t i o n a l 
H o n o r 
Society; 
m o r e 
s p e c i f i -
cally, they 
focused on the w o r d s 
character, scholarship, lead-
ership and service. To many 
people, those words may be 
simple terms that have little 
to no meaning. To members 
of the National Honor So-
ciety, however, they are the 
words on which one should 
model his or her life. Ev-
ery member of the National 
Honor Society has demon-

Lauren Lopez
Staff Writer

NHS Inducts New Members
strated these qualities and that 
is something to be proud of.

Jennifer Carle and Alex 
Winter, this year's Co-Pres-
idents, both made speeches 
about their experience in the 
National Honor Society. They 
both spoke about the differ-
ent events in which they par-
ticipated and how much of a 
difference they felt it made. 
They also gave huge thanks 
to the Co-Advisors, Mrs. No-
lan and Ms. Toneatti. With-
out their time and dedication 
to this organization, none 
of this would be possible.

As this school year comes 
to a close and the old mem-
bers are replaced with new 
ones, the legacy of the Nation-
al Honor Society will remain 
strong. With the hard work 
of the teachers and students 
involved, the fi re on the Soci-
ety's emblem will continue to 
burn for many years to come.

A Fun Night At the Junior Outing

On Friday May 10th, the 
Junior class celebrated their 
Junior Outing at the Thatched 
Cottage. It was defi nitely a 
night to remember as all the 
young ladies looked stunning 
in their cocktail dresses, and 
the young men looked smash-
ing in their suits.  If I didn’t 

know any better, I would have 
thought I was on the red car-
pet! The DJ kept everyone 
on the dance fl oor all night; 
By the end of the night, the 
only complaint had by any-
one was that their feet hurt! 
For those brief (very brief) 
breaks from dancing, the va-
riety of food that was served 
was outstanding. The most 
popular part of the night, 

however, was defi nitely the 
photo booth. Everyone took 
funny pictures with their 
friends, creating more and 
more memories as Junior year 
is rapidly coming to a close.  

A special thank you goes 
out to Mr. Nolan, Mrs. 
Grant, and the adminis-
tration for arranging the 
best Junior Outing ever!

Lindsay Goldman
Staff Writer

of attention-seeking parents.
In this age of Twitter, one 

must wonder if the mass panic 
would have happened to this 
extent if the social media site 
did not exist. Americans live 
in a state of uneasiness and 
believe they must always 
know the truth to stay safe. 
But if there is no truth yet to be 

had, the rapid speculation can 
lead to confusion and fear and 
will ultimately be unhelpful.

We are a strong people, and 
the outpour of national sup-
port for the citizens of Bos-
ton proves that we are good 
people as well. Americans 
will always face tragedy and 
rise above it. But in those fi rst 

few days after the crisis, can 
we really be trusted to tweet?
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Forget X-Factor...
 We Have E-Factor

Madeline Bacchus
Staff Writer

Thunderbird Wins 11 Awards 
at LI Press High School 

Journalism Awards
Natalie Haebich

Editor-in-Chief

Henry Anatole Grunwald 
once said that “Journalism 
can never be silent: that is its 
greatest virtue and its greatest 
fault. It must speak, and 
speak immediately, while the 
echoes of wonder, the claims 
of triumph and the signs of 
horror are still in the air.”

This year’s High School 
Journalism Awards, hosted 
by the Long Island Press, 
took place on May 22nd 
at Hofstra University. 
Sponsors and hosts of this 
event generously donated 
their time and funding to 
encourage the Journalism 
spirit amongst young high 
school students and advisors 
who are affi liated with the 
student produced newspaper 
in their schools.

Following a delicious 
catered dinner, students were 
addressed by the Associate 
Publisher of the Long Island 
Press, Beverly Fortune; 
Publisher of the Long 
Island Press, Jed Morey; 

the Dean of the School of 
Communication at Hofstra 
University, Evan Cornog, 
PhD.; and Award Winning 
Journalist, David North. A 
board of judges assessed 
articles submitted from high 
schools across Long Island 
and winners were selected for 
numerous topics. According 
to one of the guest speakers, 
who was also a judge 
Christopher Twarowski, 
“this year’s competition was 
unprecedented in its scope 
and quality of submissions.”

We are thrilled to announce 
that the Thunderbird came in 
strong with even a greater 
showing than last year! 
Congratulations to the Hills 
East Thunderbird Writers 
who won a grand total of 11 
awards at this year’s event!

•Maddie Bacchus: 3rd 
place Art’s Review & 3rd 
Place Social Commentary- 
General

•Shari Bieber: Honorable 
Mention Column-General

•Jordi Schmidt & Emily 
Shanker: 3rd Place Editorial 

General
•Skyler Yahney: 1st Place 

Fashion Feature
•Grace Segers: Honorable 

Mention: Political/National 
Feature & 3rd Place 
Reporting on Newtown

•Helen Kim & Fatima 
Ouedraogo: 1st Place School 
Spirit

•Natalie Haebich: 3rd 
Place Layout/Front Cover

•Matt Tisch: 1st Place 
National Sports

•Ji-Yun Lee: 3rd Place 
Technology

As our world moves 
into a technological era 
defi ned by unlimited access 
to information, there is an 
ostensible skepticism to the 
future of journalism and 
press. It is events such as 
the L.I. Press Journalism 
Awards that motivate the 
youth, encourage ethical 
understandings that are a 
necessity to reporting, and 
invigorate students to follow 
and pursue their passions.  

Editor-In-Chief / Layout Editor:  Natalie Haebich
 
Section Editors:       Jiyun Lee (School News)

Alexus Haddad (News)
Collin Giuliani (Sports)

Heather Andelsman and Skyler Yahney (Entertainment)

Staff Writers:    Madeline Bacchus, 
Shari Bieber, Amanda Blum, Lindsay Goldman, Helen 
Kim, Lauren Lopez, Fatima Ouedraogo, Hillary Schier, 
Jordi Schmidt, Rachel Schwartz, Grace Segers, Emily 
Shanker, Matthew Tisch, Max Wexler, Hannah Wild

Photographers:   Lifetouch, Natalie 
Haebich, Google Images

Advisors:   Mrs. Davis
    Mrs. Dalton

EMAIL:  ThunderbirdHSE@gmail.com

Disclaimer: 
The Thunderbird hereby states that the opinions within this 
publication are those of the writers and do not necessarily re-
fl ect those of the staff, administration, or  school community.

 

Thunderbird Staff

The National Art Honor 
Society held its annual in-
duction ceremony on April 
9, 2013 in the Lecture Hall 
of High School East. In order 
to prepare for this ceremony, 
NAHS members participat-
ed in what they refer to as 

March Madness as the induc-
tion was rapidly approaching.  

This year’s madness con-
sisted of students painting 
bottles in accordance with the 
theme of “Message in a Bot-
tle.” As it has been done in the 
past, anyone who was inter-
ested in a particular art piece, 
or in this case bottle, could 
purchase it from the NAHS 
members; the proceeds go to 
a scholarship for students who 
plan on majoring in art in col-
lege. This year, NAHS raised 

$1200 and scholarship money 
was awarded to Spencer Ka-
plan, Marissa Pesak, Heather 
Raimos, and Michelle Lee. 
The highlight of the night, 
however, was the 46 induct-
ees who were excited and 
honored to become a part of 

a creative and reputable so-
ciety. Mrs. Uttendorfer, the 
club advisor, stated, “It was 
another successful year! The 
parents were thrilled. Our 
keynote speaker inspired all 
the other members. I was 
proud of all the hard work 
my students did all year.” 
Congratulations to all of the 
students who got inducted 
into National Art Honor So-
ciety. You should all be very 
proud of yourselves for this 
momentous accomplishment!

NAHS Holds Their 
Induction Ceremony
Alexus Haddad

News Editor

On April 26th, spectators 
gathered in the High School 
East Lecture Hall for the 
second annual E-Factor. The 
E-Factor is an event simi-
lar to the popular show X-
Factor, but run completely 
by the student body sans the 
ever-charming Simon Cowell. 
Students compete, students 
judge, and students elect a 
winner. This year, Bryson 
Owens returned as the show’s 
host accompanied by Stefanie 
Grastein. Amanda Elie, Tavon 
Thames, Brain Tolep, and Tif-
fany Coleman fi lled the roles 
of the judges for the night.

The event was packed 
with excellent performances; 
one shocking one from host 
Bryson Owens. In a tribute to 
his grandfather, who passed 
away from cancer, Bryson got 
up on stage and sang “Dance 
With My Father Again,” by 
Luther Vandross. Caught up 
in his emotions, he unfortu-
nately could not bring himself 
to fi nish the song. It was in 
this moment that the true, lov-
ing nature of our student body 
broke the surface as the judges 
and Bryson’s family ran up on 
stage to support him. When 
asked to refl ect on this, he 
had no regrets. With a smile 
on his face, he commented, 

“it was nice to see them 
[his family] come together, 
one night to be together.”

The winner of this year’s E-
Factor is Sheimyrah Mighty, 
an incredible singer with some 
intense pipes. In preparing for 
the event, she explained how 
she felt a mixture of excite-
ment and nervousness. How-
ever, once on stage, she felt 
her performance was excel-
lent and felt confi dent in her 
singing. The audience agreed, 
electing her as the winner. 
When she was announced the 
winner, Sheimyrah said that 
she was overwhelmed and 
felt that every act that went on 
was also exceptional. Students 
may recognize her power-
house vocals from the spring 
pep rally, where she also sang 
a brilliant solo. When asked 
to compare her experience at 
pep rally to tonight’s, she felt 
that she had much more pres-
sure to do well at tonight’s 
performance. However ner-
vous she may have felt, to 
the audience, she radiated 
with confi dence in her skills.

We had the opportunity to 
catch up with Bryson and Ste-
fanie after the show and chat 
for a bit. Bryson felt that the 
show was a bit rocky at fi rst, 
but overall went well. He is 
very excited for next year’s 
event. In comparison to last 
year’s event, he clarifi ed that 

this year’s was bigger, funded 
by Estelle’s Dressy Dresses 
and 106.1 WBLI radio sta-
tion, however the talent was 
just a spectacular both years. 
Stefanie explained that she 
made various calls for as 
much endorsement as she 
could fi nd in order to ensure 
the success of the event. Both 
agree that the event was high-
ly successful in raising money 
for cancer research. When 
asked if there was anything he 
would change for next year’s 
show, Bryson conveyed that 
perhaps next year the timing 
of the fashion show should 
change. In his closing state-
ment, he commented enthu-
siastically that “The E-Factor 
will be back next year, better 
than ever with possible celeb-
rity guests.” It would appear 
that High School East has a 
surprise in store for next year!

High School East would 
like to congratulate all the 
participants on a fantastic job, 
as well as a big thank you to 
the High School East admin-
istrators, Peer AIDS Educa-
tors, Ms. Aull, Mr. Wiley, 
Key Club, Student Govern-
ment, African-American Stu-
dent Organization, and Ichtus 
Club. In addition, the event 
would not have been possi-
ble without the help of Jacob 
Slote, Bridget Catania, Kristi 
Amico, and Sophia Pavlatos.
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As the fourth quarter comes 
to a close, Student Government 
has been responsible for 
organizing many end of the 
year events that are both fun 
and charitable. On May 3rd, 
Student Government and 
the Interact club teamed up 
to run a Gaga tournament to 
raise money for Pennies for 
Patients. This organization 
helps those with Leukemia. 
Each team raised $40 for 
this organization through 
their participation. Student 
Government also organized 

Ducks, unicorns, 
imposters, hitchhikers, 
and even a cow… not only 
are these elements of what 
would make up an awesome 
tournament style fight to the 
death, they are also some 
of the many elements that 
made up this year’s student 
film festival. Like always, 
this year’s fest gave students 
from throughout the school 
the opportunity to show off 
a wide array of films that 
ranged from delightfully 
weird to wonderfully 
thought-provoking. 

The artistic talent of the 
HSE student body was on full 
display as it was projected 
on the big screen (well, 
more like the moderately 
sized screen) in the form of 
art house thrillers, comedic 
skits and even quirky 

animations. Thanks mostly 
to the work put in by Mr. 
Beatty and the film club, a 
good time was had by all, 
though those in the audience 
are worthy of credit as well. 
All money made from the 
festival went to the United 
Cerebral Palsy Association 
of Suffolk, an organization 
that works to advance the 
independence, productivity, 
and full citizenship of people 
with cerebral palsy and other 
disabilities. If you were 
intrigued by this article, it 
is highly suggested that you 
come to the film festival 
next year and consider 
joining the film club.  It 
truly is a club like no other.  

the annual Music Fest, which 
took place outside on May 
31st. Student bands played 
both their own original 
music, as well as covers of 
popular songs. At the end of 
May, elections took place for 
available Student Government 
positions for next year. Each 
candidate had to fi ll out forms 
and record their speech in 
order to run for their position. 
These videos were viewed 
in class between May 20-22. 
Students voted through an 
online ballot on May 23-24.  

Student Government 
meetings are on Wednesdays 
at 2:15 in Room 207. 

Hillary Schier
Staff Writer

Fashion Exhibi t  2013

Shari Bieber 
Staff Writer

Student Gov’t Update

HSE Holds Annual

Max Wexler
Staff Writer

    It has become an annual tra-
dition for the fashion classes 
to put together a fantastic 
exhibit with the intention of 
dressing up the school hall-
ways. This year’s exhibit dis-
played projects, both three 
dimensional and two dimen-
sional, that were created 
throughout the school year. 
The dresses and some of the 
croquis were inspired by fa-
mous paintings, such as Vin-
cent van Gogh’s Starry Night. 
The croquis display some of 
the best artwork created by 

students in the 2012-1013 
fashion drawing and illustra-
tion classes, including a va-
riety of themed projects like 
Halloween. In their work, the 
students experimented with 
ranges of mediums including 
colored pencils, watercolors, 
acrylics and even fabrics. The 
fashion drawing and illustra-
tion classes did an excellent 
job portraying the work of 
artists like Monet and Van 
Gogh through their fashion 
creations. A special thank you 
goes out to Mrs. Godoy who 
did an amazing job preparing 
this exhibit with her students!

The 2013 Fashion Exhibit.

Sketch  by Anastasia Wernick

Student Gov’t Offi cers 2013-2014

Chairperson: Adam Shinbrot
Vice Chairperson: Shari Bieber

Class of 2014:
Class President: Bryson Owens

Vice-President: Areeta Shah
Treasurer: Brent Fogel
Secretary: Letita Asare

Class of 2015:
Class President: Collin Giuliani
Vice-President: Tommy Oliveri
Treasurer: Samantha Hartman

Secretary: Paige Weidner

Class of 2016:
Class President: Phillip Chang
Vice-President: Zayan Ahmed

Treasurer: Mitchell Siegel
Secretary: Ethan Udell

Mr. Hodgson Says Goodbye to HSE
Helen Kim

Staff Writer
As a very established Social 

Studies teacher at High School 
East, Mr. Hodgson announced 
that he would be retiring this 
year. Mr. Hodgson has been a 
large part of our school com-
munity as both a teacher and 
a coach. Teaching AP United 
States History and AP Eco-
nomics, Mr. Hodgson asks 
questions that allow his stu-
dents to delve into their be-
liefs and viewpoints on vari-
ous situations, fostering a 
sense of national and global 
citizenship. He says, “teach-
ing is an ongoing process 
and you grow and learn as 
much from your students as 
you do from the material you 
are teaching.” The answers 
to these thought-provoking 
questions are what he enjoys 
hearing the most because he 
believes students should not 
be afraid of being wrong and 
should be more like the fi rst 
graders he once taught who 
were avid participants in class. 
Mr. Hodgson has known since 
he was in high school that he 
would eventually become a 
teacher because he was able 
to experience the turbulent 
times, such as Nixon’s Water-
gate Scandal and the Vietnam 
War, fi rsthand.  He always 
knew that he wanted to share 
those experiences with fu-
ture generations.  However, 
it wasn’t until he fi nished his 
student teaching of grades 
3-5 in 1976 that he was posi-
tive that teaching was the 
right career choice for him.

While he is best known 

as a humorous, yet challeng-
ing teacher, Mr. Hodgson also 
coaches the competitive sport 
of Lacrosse. He takes pride in 
not only the results of his stu-
dents’ AP exams, but also in the 
winning records of his lacrosse 
teams. When asked if he would 
continue to coach the Hills East 
Boys’ Lacrosse team, he said, 
“[He] would love to, the players 
are a great group of dedicated 

young people with high char-
acter and strong work ethic.”

Mr. Hodgson has often been 
asked the big question of what 
he will be doing with his time 
now that he is retired. His re-
sponse is always that he plans 
on doing a lot of things, such 
as home improvements, play-
ing golf, spending time with his 
college-aged children, going to 
sporting events, and coaching 
Lacrosse. Even though it seems 
all planned out, Mr. Hodgson 
believes that there is no set 
plan; he truly intends to enjoy 
life as it comes, which he says 
he has been doing for the past 
59 years.  When asked if there 
was a hobby that he would like 
to pursue, he answered with an 
inspiring response: “I view life 
as a hobby and I plan to keep 

enjoying it!” Mr. Hodgson 
mentioned that he would 
like to travel now that he has 
retired. He has no specifi c 
place he’d like to visit; he 
wants to travel everywhere!

High School East has been 
a big part of Mr. Hodgson’s 
life, and even though he is 
retiring, he plans on remain-
ing a part of HSE while 
coaching Lacrosse. He says 

he will greatly miss the 
school community: the 
students, parents, teach-
ers, administrators and 
staff— all great people 
who are compassion-
ate and understanding. 
When asked about his 
fondest memory at High 
School East, Mr. Hodg-
son stated that “the rela-
tionships [he has] made 
with the students and 

fellow teachers, especially 
the ones in the Social Studies 
department” is the one thing 
that he will always remember. 

Lastly, I inquired as to any 
advice that Mr. Hodgson had 
to offer High School East. He 
responded with “I know ev-
eryone has heard this before, 
but enjoy life and all that it 
has to offer, do not be judg-
mental. It is far better to give 
of yourself than to receive, 
believe in yourself, YOU 
can make a difference—I 
feel I did. Thanks for asking. 
Tell the people you love that 
you love them every day!” 
Although Mr. Hodgson will 
not be teaching students in 
the fall, his legacy and his 
timeless advice will always 
be a part of our community.
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On May 20, 2013, the 
Physics classes from both 
High School East and High 
School West spent a fun-
fi lled, educational day at 
Adventureland as they 
worked on what is, arguably, 
the student-favorite Physics 
lab each year.  While the 
Physics lab was differentiated 
for each class level, it 
provided both lab hours 
and Regents review to all 
students involved. Almost the 
entirety of  Junior and Senior 
students from both buildings 
enrolled in Physics attended 
this amazing fi eld trip. Even 
if it meant calculating the 
acceleration and velocity of 

the “Hurricane Coaster” and 
“Pirate Ship”, everyone who 
attended can agree that this 
was a great day. Since it was 
early Monday morning, the 
park had just opened, which, 
thankfully, kept the lines short 
throughout the day. Students 
and teachers alike were given 
the opportunity to feel like a 
little kid again as they whirled 
on the carousel or soared over 
route 110 on the fan-favorite 
Wave Swing.  In addition to 
thrilling rides, prizes, food, 
and games were a highlight of 
a day at the amusement park.  
As it turns out, calculating 
Potential and Kinetic Energy 
of the “Frisbee” and a few 
other rides was a lot more 
fun than anyone expected!

HHH Physics 
Goes to 

Adventureland!
Alexus Haddad

News Editor

Advice from retiring 
Teacher Mrs. Hirschmann
Compiled by: Hillary Schier

Aloha HS East Students,

I have been an academ-
ic teacher for 34 years (12 
here at East), and I was also 
a swimming instructor dur-
ing high school and college. 
Over the years, I 
really loved teach-
ing Biology, Marine 
Science, Chemis-
try, Research, Math 
and Life Science. I 
coached a winning 
Track team for 5 
years, but that was a 
long time ago. I also 
loved Outdoor Edu-
cation, and guided 
different groups of 
9th grade students 
(50 per trip) on 21 
canoeing, hiking, 
and cross country 
skiing trips, depending on the 
season, into the Adirondack 
Mountains and Finger Lakes 
Region. For 6 summers, I took 
Marine Science students on 
daily beach and ocean adven-
tures. Also, before I came to 
High School East, I worked as 
Curator at the Vanderbilt Mu-
seum and truly enjoyed pre-
paring Natural History pro-
grams for school kids, as well 

as doing the conservator tasks.
I will certainly miss all of 

you amazing students at HS 
East. You are blessed with a 
dedicated staff of profession-
als in our school, and each 
adult here cares about you. 

As an educator, I am in the 
business of teaching, but I 
have learned so much from 
each of you as well. You have 
dealt with personal challenges 
with grace; you are enthu-
siastic, friendly and display 
good humor (some of you are 
hilarious). You are constantly 
trying out new endeavors, 
packing your energies into 
so many subjects and extra-

curricular activities. You are 
respectful and kind to each 
other. I have observed you 
accomplish a great deal with 
admirable team work - in lab, 
in academic teams, in clubs, 
on the playing fi elds, and 

in music shows 
and concerts. I 
have watched you 
grow in many 
ways, and I am 
impressed. These 
are my memo-
rable experiences.

My favorite 
quote to leave you 
with is "Think 
Globally, act Lo-
cally"!  There are 
so many arenas for 
you to dive into - 
social justice, 
Peace, sustainable 

environmental resources, and 
contributing to the health of 
our little planet. Don't under-
estimate yourself - continue 
discovering and developing 
your talents to make our world 
a lovely and better place! Fol-
low your dreams and you will 
surely be on the right path......

Fondly, 
Ms. Hirschmann

The faculty and staff of the Thunderbird would like to con-
gratulate all teachers and staff members retiring this year. 
We thank you for your service here at High School East and 

wish you all the best!

Mr. Kevin Hill
Mrs. Sue Hirschmann
Mr. Gordy Hodgson

Mr. Alex LePore
Mrs. Gwenn Polansky

Mrs. Lois Stafford

Flood in the Library
Jordi Schmidt &
Emliy Shanker

Staff Writer

  On Thursday, May 9th, it 
was pouring rain inside High 
School East.  After the year 
we’ve had with hurricanes, 
blizzards, and black-outs, 
everyone was hoping for a 
repeat and perhaps an early 
dismissal, but instead, the li-
brary, among other areas of 

the building, started fl ooding!! 
It was insane. Right away, the 
janitors started to put newspa-
pers down and try to prevent 
the fl ood from leaking through 
all over the library. The fl ood 
started in the Mac Lab and 
kept spreading. People were 
coming in to stare awe-struck 
at the big commotion! Thank-
fully, everything was cleaned 

up with the help of our dedi-
cated and hard-working janito-
rial staff. Fortunately, the same 
can be said for other affected 
areas of the building, includ-
ing the brand new student cen-
ter.  Hopefully, the next time it 
rains, people will be more pre-
pared for a fl ood to happen be-
cause around these parts, when 
it rains, it pours! HSE librarian Mrs. Miceli stands in the 

middle of the fl ooded library.

We stand corrected...
In the last issue of the 
Thunderbird, a byline 
gave credit to Jordi 
Schmidt and Emily 
Shanker for the “Best 
Dressed at the Oscars” 
article. That article 
was written by Hillary 
Schier and Hannah 
Wild. Sorry girls!

Congratulations to the 
Hills East Academic Team 

for raising $620 for 
Long Island Harvest at their
 1st Annual Thunderbrain 

Classic Trivia Competition! 

HSE Physics’  students enjoying their day at Adventureland



[6]  Thunderbird Special Graduation Issue     Issue 4 June 2013

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa iiiiiiiiiiii nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn tttttttttttttttttt

Abel, Joseph:  SUNY New Paltz
Abrams, Bobby: Binghamton University
Acharya, Yash:  Baruch College
Aguilar, Damon: Florida Atlantic Univ.
Ahmad, Sophia: NY Inst. of Technology
Ait-Haddou, Fatine: Univ. at Buffalo
Ali, Usman: NY Inst. of Technology
Allen, Malik Nassau Comm. College
Alvarez, Joe Cajas: SUNY Farmingdale 
Applegate, Amber:  Brigham Young Univ
Archer, Beth: SUNY Farmingdale 
Aronson, Lauren:  Cornell University
Asare, Christina:   Boston University
Attner, Lauren:  University of Delaware
Audino, John:  University of Delaware
Ayalon, Ofi r:  SUNY Farmingdale

Baden, Daniel:  Georgia Inst. of  Tech
Bailer, Terrence:  Seton Hall University
Balkan, Tyler: University of Maryland
Banjo, Sabrina:  University of Maryland
Bansal, Puja:  Duke University
Barkin, Ethan:  Binghamton University
Barry, Alex:  James Madison University
Bass, Matthew:  New York University 
Bedell, Alexandra: Univ. of S. Carolina
Bekheet, George:  Northeastern Univ.
Bell, Daniel:  New York University
Bierman, Bret:  Binghamton University
Bierman, Cory :  Lehigh University
Birnbaum, Delanie:  Quinnipiac Univ.
Birns, Kyle: Washington Univ. of  St. Louis
Blass, Sydney:  Indiana University
Bluestein, Lisa:  Quinnipiac University
Blumstein, Jillian:  Syracuse University
Bolton, Eric:  University of Michigan
Bonomo, Nicole:  Quinnipiac University
Bowles, Nick:  University at Buffalo
Breitstone, Jason:  New York University
Briceno, Lisette:  SUNY New Paltz
Brightman, Brandon:  Alfred University
Butler, Donald:  Monroe College

Caillou, Ruth-Ashley:  Mercy College
Cajas-Alvarez, Joseph: SUNY 
Farmingdale
Calisto, James:  United States Navy
Cantor, Brittany:  University at Buffalo
Caravana, Cayla:  SUNY Farmingdale
Carey, Emily:  Towson University
Carle, Jen:  University of Virginia
Cartwright, Sean:  Cornell University
Ceparano, Mike:  Adelphi University
Chan, Tiffany:  Stony Brook University
Chemtob, Jordan:  New York University
Chemtob, Joshua:  University of Miami
Cherkin, Jeff:  Brandeis University
Cho, Edward:  U.S. Marine Corps.
Chon, Christy:  Sophie Davis School of 
Biomedical Education
Chon, Sojin:  Brandeis University
Ciceron, William:  West Virgina Univ.
Cleary, Christine:  Pace University
Cohen, Brianna:  University of Delaware
Cohen, Caila:  Cornell University

Cohen, Jamie:  University of Alabama
Colonna, Brittany:  Univ. of N. Carolina 
Connell, Jennifer:  Hofstra University
Conti, Erik:  University of Tampa
Cordano, Emma:  Univ. of Pennsylvania
Cornetta, Jillian:  Loyola Univ. Maryland
Covelli, Sara:  Union College
Crima, Eric:  University of Tampa
Cruse, Katie:  Palm Beach Atlantic Univ.

Daleo, Anthony:  Syracuse University
Dandu, Namita:  SUNY Farmingdale
Danielo, Mike:  Hofstra University
DeDomenico, Trisha:  Buffalo State
Delgado, Marissa:  Univ. of Connecticut
Delouya, Jake:  Cornell University
Demasi, Joseph:  Hofstra University
DeRossi, Payden:  SUNY Maritime
Destil, Malik:  SUNY Farmingdale 
Diamandis, John:  University at Buffalo
Diamond, Matthew:  Binghamton Univ.
Diaz,Jasmine:  Old Dominion University
DiMaria, Michael:  Manhattan College
Dolisi, Gina:  Fairfi eld University
Dollinger, Chelsey:  Stony Brook Univ.
Doran, Nichole:  Stony Brook Univ.
Doshi, Hiral:  Yale University
Dubinsky, Jason:  Fairleigh Dickinson 
Dubinsky, Julie:  SUNY Oneonta 
Dukoff, Ben:  University at Albany
Dunne, Brianna:  Hofstra University

Egan, Katy:  SUNY Farmingdale 
Eisdorfer, Jonathan:  Old Westbury or 
Lynn University
Eiten, Jake:  University of Wisconsin
Elisinski, Paul:  Indiana University
Ellis, Justin:  University at Buffalo
Ethe, Jake:  Binghamton or Cornell Univ.

Fanelli, Gianna:  Nassau Comm. 
College
Felix, Michael: Stony Brook University
Fisher, Tyler:  Dartmouth University
Flax, Austin:  University at Buffalo
Flug, Randy:  Drexel University
Fondacaro, Nick:  SUNY Maritime
Forelli, Nicholas:  SUNY Farmingdale
Foster, Kavar:  SUNY Farmingdale 
Frieder, Alexander: Carnegie Mellon Univ.

Ganesh, Venkat:  New York University
Gans, Jake:  Indiana University
Garard, Caleb:  Long Island University
Garrido, Ali: John Jay Criminal Justice
Gebhardt, Ryan:  Brandeis University
Geringswald, Max:  SUNY Cortland
Gershovich, Michelle: Univ. of Maryland
Ghous, Emran:  Suffolk Comm. College
Gilpin, Samantha:  SUNY Cobleskill
Goldsmith, Jonothan:  SUNY Oneonta
Goldstein, Aaron:  Boston University
Goodman, Emily:  University at Buffalo
Goshman, Ted:  Molloy College
Gottesman, Alexa:  Towson University

Goyal, Rohan:  University of Chicago
Graham, Davia:  Buffalo State University
Gray, Emma:  Tulane University
Gropper, Perry:  University of Florida
Gross, Hunter:  University of Arizona
Gruber, Andrew:  University of Michigan
Guillaume, Tabeetha:  Adelphi University

Haenel, Matt:  University of Brockport
Hagler, Spencer:  University of Michigan
Handelman, Megan:  Penn State Univ.
Hanson, Larissa:  New England College
Hassenfeld, Matt:  Univ. of Michigan
Hauptman, Lauren:  Suffolk Comm. Coll.
Havaldar, Shreyas:  Univ. of Penn.
Hayes, Brittany:  Sacred Heart University
Hect, Allie:  Brandeis University
Hein, Rachel:  Penn State University
Heller, Ian:  Indiana University -Business
Henry, Malik: Univ. of Md- Eastern Shore
Hirsch, Tori:  University of Florida
Hong, Joshua:  University of Miami
Huebner, Danielle:  Pace University
Huh, Andrew:  Boston College
Hung, Samson :  Nassau Comm. College

Ibrahim, Samantha:  SUNY New Paltz
Ingall, Emily:  University of Maryland
Ingoglia, Matt:  University at Buffalo
Iorio, Shayna:  University of Wisconsin
Isaza, Justin:  Nassau Comm. College

Jackson, Julius:  St Josephs College
Jacob, Stephanie:  SUNY Geneseo 
James, Kenny:  Hampton University
Jaramillo, Victoria:  SUNY Farmingdale
Jean-Baptiste, Marvele:  Suff Comm. Coll.
Jerman, Christopher:  LIU Post
Jimenez, Ashley:  SUNY Cortland
Jin, Tammy:  Stony Brook University 
Johnson, Christian: Suff. Comm. College
Johnson, Keri:  SUNY Oneonta
Jurman, Mitchell:  University at Albany
Just, Leanne:  Drexel University

Kalish, Shannon:  Suffolk Comm.
College
Kaplan, Brian:  Farleigh Dickinson Univ.
Kaplan, Eva:  Nassau Community College
Kaplan, Sarah:  University of Tampa
Kaplan, Spencer:  University of Chicago
Kaplan, Zachary:  RPI
Karott, Sean:  New York University
Kaston, Taylor :  University of Michigan
Katzelnick, Calli:  Lehigh University
Kauffman, Kayla:  Tulane University
Keane, Devin:  Carnegie Mellon Univ.
Keschner, Jason:  Tulane University
Khwaja, Ishaq:  University at Buffalo
Kim, Jonathan:  Harvard University
Kim, Son:  St. Johns University
Kirschner, Tyler:  SUNY Oneonta 
Kirshoff, Dara:  Binghamton University
Klinger, Matthew:  Wesleyan University
Kohrumel, Stephanie:  Manhattan College
Konchinski, Austine:  Baruch College
Koplitz, Lance: SUNY Old Westbury
Korlipara, Rekha:  Duke University
Kravitz, Jeffrey:  Stony Brook University
Kreinces, Harly:  Syracuse University
Kroez, Paige:  University of Delaware
Kuo, James:  Binghamton University
Kurs, Jason:  Cornell University

Lam, Tommy:  School of Visual Arts
LaRusso, Michael:  St. Lawrence Univ.

Compiled by  Skyler Yahney
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Lee, Carol:  Yale University
Lee, Elyse:  University of Illinois-Chicago
Lee, Jiyun:  Barnard College
Lee, Michelle:  Rochester Institute of Tech
Leffl er, Michael:  Syracuse University
Leotta, Nicole:  Nassau Comm. College
Lerner, Dan:  Babson College
Levine, Thomas:  U.S. Air Force
Levitt, Scott:  Hofstra University
Levy, Brian:  Brown University
Lin, Derek:  New York University
Lipsky, Amy:  University at Buffalo
Liss, Joshua:  Indiana University
Liu, Emmy:  Swarthmore College
Liu, Helen:  Stony Brook University
Lizzo, Gerald:  Baruch College
Lomuto, Allie:  Salve Regina University
Lugo, Elena:  SUNY Farmingdale 
Luper, Amanda:  Indiana Univ. -Business
Lupion, Miranda:  Univ. of Pennsylvania

Maffucci, Alexis:Johns Hopkins Univ.
Manchenko, Calvin:  UC San Diego
Manus, Jeremy:  Union College
Marchessault, Kathryn:  U. Mass Amherst
Markos, Andrew:  Workforce
Marsiello, Lauren:  SUNY New Paltz
Marte, Anthony:  Stony Brook University
Marzouk, Tiffany:  Villanova University
Matz, Robert:  Penn State University
Mayer, Melena:  Marymount Manhattan
McDavid, Teresa:  Molloy College
McDonald, Devin:  Alfred University
Mcintyre, Mellissa:  Workforce
McKay, Shelby:  Hartford
Mears, Corey:  University of Tampa
Meehan, Ben:  Ithaca College
Mehr, Dan:  University at Albany
Mele, Samantha:  SUNY Farmmingdale
Millaci, James :  Suffolk Comm. College
Misthos, Helaena:  Stony Brook Univ.
Mizzi, Frank:  NYIT
Moley, Gabriella:  Binghamton University
Molloy, Christoper:  James Madison Univ.
Monteiro, Alec:  Workforce
Monteiro, Liam:  Workforce
Morris, Michael:  Towson University
Murphy, Sarah:  SUNY Delhi
Muttreja, Akhil:  University at Albany

Natale, Jackie:  Binghamton University
Natalone, Jackie:  University of Delaware
Natkunanathan, Thisanya:  Univ. British 
Columbia
Neogra, Elizabeth:  SUNY Farmingdale
Nitti, RJ:  Bucknell University

O’Rielly, Tabetha: Morgan State Univ.
Ochani, Chandni:  LI Univ.- Brooklyn
Oesterle, Austin:  Nassau Comm. College
Okomba, Najee:  Nassau Comm. College
Okonkwo, Charles:  West Virginia Univ.
Omar, Naweed:  NYIT Old Westbury
Ostuni, Caroline:  University of Delaware

Pae, Alexander:  NYU- Stern Business
Pahilajani, Jatin:  Rutgers University
Palmieri, Sarah:  Sacred Heart University
Pang, Kris:  Stony Brook University
Panos, Bianca:  Columbia College
Parker, Jesse:  Binghamton University
Pascarella, Cara:  Washington College
Pascucci, Rachel:  Sacred Heart Univ.
Patel, Mehul:  Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst.
Patil, Sachi:  Columbia University
Patil, Ub:  Dartmouth University

Patronis, Dimitri: Georgia Institute Tech.
Peller, Evan:  Northwestern University
Penagos, Jose:  SUNY Farmingdale
Pergament, Sydney:  Emory University
Persichilli, Gabrielle:  SUNY Cortland
Pesak, Marissa:  W. New England Univ.
Piazzola, Marcus:  NYU Polytechnic
Piazzola, Stephanie:  Indiana Univ.
Polhamer, Luke:  SUNY Brockport
Poliak, Danielle:  University of Delaware
Portalatin, David:  SUNY Delhi
Prato, Max:  University of Delaware

Qazi, Seher:  Hunter College
Quinlan, Connor:  Brockport University
Quiroz, Sara:  John Jay Criminal Justice

Rae, Lauren:  Univ. of Mass -Amherst
Raitses, Jordan:  Carnegie Mellon Univ.
Ramaizel, Anthony:  Lehigh University
Ramos, Heather:  Nassau Comm. College
Readey, Heidi:  Johnson and Wales Univ.
Regan, Michelle:  Boces for Cosmetology
Reiffman, Jayme:  Hofstra University
Richter, Sloane:  Indiana University
Rigano, Katherine:  Seton Hall University
Rios, Daniela:  Fashion Institute of Tech.
Rocco, Jillian:  Mercy College
Rochlin, Maxx:  Univ.of Mass. Amherst
Rocioppi, Catherine Mae: Molloy College
Roman, Danielle:  Binghamton University
Rosati, Evan:  The College of New Jersey
Rosenbaum, Josh:  SUNY Purchase
Rosenberg, Nicole:  Indiana University
Rothman, Alyssa:  Univ. of Wisconsin
Ruiz, Kris:  NYIT
Ryan, Eddie:  SUNY Old Westbury

Samuel, Molly:  University of Georgia
Sandy, Ryan:  Stony Brook University
Sanghvi, Shreya:  Penn State University
Sarcona, Steven:  W. New England Univ.
Scarabino, Michael: SUNY Farmingdale
Scauso, Gabrielle: Ithaca College
Scharf, Samantha: University of Delaware
Schlau, Kiril: Workforce
Schmigelski, Jake: Stony Brook Univ.
Schuler, Michael: Suffolk Community 
College or Stony Brook University
Schwartz, Kevin:Univ. at Buffalo
Seedansingh, Brandon: Suffolk Comm
Segers, Grace: Tufts University
Seleznow, Sam: The Hartt School
Seminara, Jennifer: Univ. of Conn.
Serigano, Jillian: James Madison Univ.
Short, Sarah: SUNY Oneonta
Siegel, Ethan: Emory University
Siegenfeld, Courtney: Univ. of Wisconsin
Siev, Josh: Syracuse University
Sigenfeld, Courtney: Univ. of Wisconsin
Sileno, Louis: University at Albany
Silverstein, Dani: University of Colorado
Simon, Alexandra: Purdue University
Simon, Jeremy: McDaniel College
Sirlin, Ashley: University of Hartford
Slivka, Jackie:Univ. of Texas at Austin
Smith, Teresa: SUNY Oswego
Sohn, Jin-Young: NYU
Sorkin, Ben: Princeton University
Sosnick, Noah: Emory University
Spadaro, Giovanni: SUNY Purchase
Spadaro, Victor: SUNY Cortland
Spellman, Jessica: University of Florida
Spevack, Emily: University of Pittsburgh
Spiegel, Alexa: Fordham University
Steck, Jagger:  SUNY Albany

Stricker, Nicole: Univ. of Wisonsin
Stromfeld, Chelsea: University of Florida
Sussman, Alex: Massart University
Sussman, Rebecca: Nassau Comm Coll.
Sycoff, Joshua: Binghamton University
Szarmach, Mckenzie: Lynn University

Talwar, Priyanka:Georgia Inst of Tech.
Tannenbaum, Robert: Univ. of Penn.
Tannenbaum, Ross: Cornell University
Taylor, Tivoni: Suffolk Comm. College
Teitelbaum, Austin:  SUNY Farmingdale 
Teitelbaum, Brandon:  SUNY Farmingdale
Tepper, Valerie: University of Alabama
Theodosiou, Jennifer: Adelphi University
Thurneau, Evan : Suffolk Comm. Coll.
Toles, Kassandra: Suffolk Comm. Coll
Toles, Tayina:   Farmingdale State College
Topielski, Jonathan: U. of Cal. @ San Diego
Traina, Olivia: Sacred Heart University
Trubatch, Eric: University at Brockport
Tse, Sarah: Tufts University
Tuckey, Alec: Drexel University 

Vallario, Leah: Syracuse University
Vasquez, Lauren: Pace University
Venuti, Louie: York College Of Penn.

Waldman, Julia: NYU-Tisch School of 
The Arts
Waldner, Joe: Suffolk Comm. College 
Warren, Alexandra: Emory University
Wasser, Sam: SUNY New Paltz
Waters, Danielle: SUNY Albany
Waxner, Nicole: University of Wisconsin
Weiner, Adam: Binghamton University
Weller, James: SUNY Cobelskill
Wells, Zakya Williams: Cornell Univ.
Wernick, Anastasia: SUNY Purchase/Tattoo Artist
Wiley, Alex: Towson University
Williams, Rasheed: Alfred University
Williams, Sydney: St Johns University
Winkoff, Kaylee: Towson University
Winter, Alex: Ohio State University
Winter, Ilana:   Binghamton University
Winter, Michael: Hartwick College
Wolff, Jessica: Binghamton University
Woods, Stephen: University at Albany

Yahney, Skyler: Indiana University
Yoli, Matt: Binghamton University
Yoon, David: James Madison University
Yousef, Hakeem: Stony Brook University

Zhang, Anne: New York University
Zhang, Susan: Marist College
Zigamalas, Amanda: Stony Brook Univ.
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Mindless Behavior is a boy 
band that is best known for its 
songs “My Girl” and “Mrs. 
R i g h t . ” 
Their first 
album, “#1 
Girl” was 
r e l e a s e d 
in Sep-
tember of 
2011. Ever 
since the 
release of 
that album, 
teenagers 
everywhere were mindless for 
Mindless Behavior. Members 
of the band are Prodigy, Ray 
Ray, Roc Royal, and Princ-
eton. This boy band, surpris-
ingly, has amazing and unique 
choreography in addition 
to their skilled vocals.  On 
March 15, 2013, their album, 
“All Around the World,” was 
released, along with a docu-
mentary of how the band first 
began. Conjunction Entertain-
ment, Inc. held an audition 
with over 600 kids partici-

Mindless Behavior:
All Around the World

Alexus Haddad
News Editor

pating, and these four sing-
ers—Prodigy, Ray Ray, Roc 
Royal, and Princeton—made 
the cut. Princeton says, “We 
clicked from the first day we 
met because we all love mu-
sic and performing. On stage, 

we go all 
out.” In their 
new album, 
“All Around 
the World,” 
Mindless Be-
havior sings 
“Keep Her on 
the Low” and 
“All Around 
the World.”

The mem-
bers of Mindless Behavior 
remind us all that with hard 
work, confidence, and the 
ability to embrace and cel-
ebrate one’s own individu-
ality, we can all be “Mind-
less.” Mindless Behaviors’ 
ethics remind us that having 
this individuality makes a 
person exceptional and one 
of a kind—never copy oth-
er people, otherwise there 
would be no room for distinc-
tive and original individuals.

If you are either a sports 
fan or a history fan, then 
“42” is a must-see movie for 
you! Chadwick Boseman did 
a great job of playing Jackie 
Robinson in this film. Other 
cast  members include Har-
rison Ford as Branch Rickey, 
Nicole Beharie as Rachel 
Isum (Robinson), Christopher 
Meloni as Leo Durocher and 
Alan Tudyk as Ben Chap-
man. 42 accurately portrays 
Jackie Robinson’s struggle to 
play Major League baseball 
while also being treated as 
an equal with the other play-
ers. When Branch Rickey re-
cruits Jackie to play baseball 
for the Major League, many 
people are outraged by this 
because Jackie is the first Af-
rican American to earn such a 
position. Jackie has to learn 
to control his anger and show 
those who don’t believe in 
him that he is able to rise to 
the occasion, ultimately be-
coming one of the best known 
pioneers in all of the MLB. 

Hillary Schier
Staff Writer

POP OR FLOP?-WHEN I WAS YOUR MAN
AN ANALYSIS OF BRUNO MARS’ LATEST SINGLE

Before I dive into the actual 
song, I'll just get it out of the 
way right now- I am a huge 
fan of Bruno Mars. He's one 
of the few very good live art-
ists out there right now. I've 
seen him perform at a free 
concert (which was amaz-
ing), he makes really good 
music, and he deviates from 
the generic pop formula that 
is all over the radio right 
now. All you need to do is 
listen to Unorthodox Juke-
box to realize that his music 
is drastically different than 
that of Ke$ha, Justin Bieber, 
and all of the other current 
pop artists. With that said, 
how does this song hold up?

There have been a countless 
number of songs about regret 
nowadays in the pop world. 
Some of them come across as 
heartfelt, while some of them 
come across as cheesy. Lucki-
ly for this song, it's got tons of 
emotion in it. From the open-
ing notes, you can just tell 
that Bruno Mars put his heart 
and soul into this piece. You 
can feel the pain and regret in 
every note that he sings, you 
can feel the buildup to the 
climax (the incredibly well 
done bridge), and best of all, 
the lyrics are incredibly relat-
able. It's not just one of these 
generic regret songs where 

the singer is crying about 
losing someone, yet never 
mentions what he or she did. 
Rather, this is a song that very 
vividly shows what Bruno 
would've done differently if 
he had another chance. With 
lyrics in the chorus such as, "I 
should've bought you flowers, 
and held your hand. Should've 
gave you all my hours, when I 
had the chance," you can tell 
that Bruno is really regretting 
letting her go, and if he had a 
second chance, he would've 
done things differently. It's 
not a false promise, but rather 
it's genuine, and that's what 
this song has going for it.

Like I mentioned before, 
the lyrics are incredible and 
tell a really good story. This 
ballad is not one that can fall 
into the incredibly sappy, 
overdone, incredibly generic 
ballads category, but rather 
one that takes a very good 
approach to the story of a 
breakup. The best lyric in 
the entire song has to be this 
gem in the beginning of the 
second verse: "My pride, my 
ego, my needs and my selfish 
ways, caused a good, strong 
woman like you to walk out of 
my life." You can't just make 
that lyric up. You can feel 
the regret that Bruno says in 
that one line; you can clearly 
see everything that he's done 
wrong, and how he truly is 

sorry and how he would fix 
it, as he mentions things he 
should've done with his girl in 
the chorus. And at the end of 
the song, when he shows no 
bitterness towards how things 
ended, but rather, puts the 
blame on himself and hope 
that the girlfriend's new boy-
friend treats her the way that 
Bruno should've, it's a fitting 
resolution to a well told story.
THE VERDICT:

Bruno Mars struck gold 
with this ballad. "When I 
Was Your Man," tells a per-
fect story about regret, and 
it's done in such a sincere 
way with an incredibly fit-
ting beat and masterful lyrics 
that you're left to sympathize 
with Bruno. That should be 
the goal of every ballad about 
breakup, to sympathize with 
the writer, and if that was the 
test, then Bruno got an A+ in 
that category. The song shows 
over the top parts of his range, 
the song is sincere, and with-
out a doubt, it is one of the 
best songs on his incredible 
album, Unorthodox Jukebox. 
It's an early candidate for the 
top song of 2013, and it's one 
of the best breakup ballads put 
out by an artist in quite some 
time. This song deserves none 
other than a perfect rating. 
FINAL SCORE: 5 out of 5

42: a Must See

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

Fatima Ouedraogo
Staff Writer

Gatsby is Still Great

On May 10th, 2013, the 
much anticipated, modern-
ized film version of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s timeless tale of 
glitz and glamour on Long Is-
land’s north shore, The Great 
Gatsby, was released. Mil-
lions of fans flocked to the-
atres to see the highly antici-
pated film. I had the pleasure 
of seeing the film opening 
night and have mixed reviews 
about it. It follows the life 
and times of millionaire Jay 
Gatsby and his neighbor Nick, 
who talks about his encounter 
with Gatsby at the height of 
the Roaring Twenties. There 
were many highs to the film 
that made it incredible, but 
also some factors that left 
audiences skeptical with re-
gard to their feelings on the 
film.  Australian director Baz 
Luhrmann, notably remem-
bered for directing Romeo 
and Juliet and Moulin Rouge, 
once again took an almost sur-
real approach to a classic tale.

Luhrmann’s casting re-
quests were very specific, as 
he tends to enjoy working 
with the same actors time 
and time again.  Thus, it was 
no surprise when Leonardo 
DiCaprio took on the role of 
Gatsby, as he was previously 
a lead in Luhrmann’s Romeo 
and Juliet. DiCaprio’s infinite 
talent led to a near perfect  ex-
ecution;  filmgoers left believ-
ing that he was Gatsby. It also 
helped that Luhrmann’s inter-
pretation of the character was 
on point. British actress Carey 
Mulligan was cast in the role 
of Daisy. As much as readers 
love to hate Daisy, it can’t be 
argued that Carey Mulligan 
depicted her in a way that felt 
very true to the book. Tom, 
who was played by Joel Edg-
erton, was meant to be hated, 
but in the film, he was shown 
with actual feelings; some-
thing that may have been dif-
ficult for people to interpret 
in the book, but on screen 
viewers were able to sympa-
thize with him. Hollywood’s 
Spiderman, Tobey McGuire, 
played Nick. While McGuire 
has always been an outstand-
ing actor, in this film his por-
trayal of Nick did not click 
at all to me. It felt like it was 
out of place, and the audience 
was being forced to like him. 
Nick was, however, faithful 
to the book in some aspects 
in that his narration included 
actual lines from the novel.

The Great Gatsby is an 
awe-inspiring film. The film 
was beautifully shot with im-
ages of 1920’s New York, 
more specifically Long Is-
land. Tom and Daisy’s home 
and servants in the film accu-
rately depicted the wealth that 
Fitzgerald originally wanted 
readers to see. Gatsby’s mon-
strous mansion was a beauti-
ful sight to see, and the details 
of the home were stunning. 
The set design was elegant, 

and the costume design was 
simple, but both were right 
on point. At the beginning of 
the film,  Nick is narrating the 
story through a therapist, who 
is writing down his tale. This 
is not an original element of 
the novel and was not need-
ed in the film either. Nick’s 
narration, as it was done in 
the book, would have been 
enough for the film as well.  
It was a waste of 5 minutes in 
the beginning, and although 
it did set up the story, it was 
not necessary.  The over the 
top parties with careless par-
ty-goers remained faithful to 
the book in context, but see-
ing them played out on-screen 
was not how many readers 
imagined them to appear. 
The parties in the movie were 
long, and there were too many 
shots that made it redundant; 
they quickly lost their awe-
factor. Either Luhrmann had 
difficulty orchestrating these 
scenes to perfection or some 
viewers were not entirely 
comfortable with his almost 
magical, three dimensional 
approach to camera angles.  .

The most controversial 
point of the film was the 
soundtrack for which Jay-Z 
served as executive producer. 
The soundtrack, on its own 
as a compilation of songs, 
is fantastic. It features Lana 
Del Ray, Gotye, Andre 3000, 
Fergie and many other main-
stream artists. However, it’s 
use in the film was very out 
of place. The filmmakers 
tried to modernize the film, 
as Luhrmann has been known 
to do, by having a soundtrack 
filled with currently popular 
artists, but having a 1920’s 
set along with the accents and 
everything else did not cor-
relate well in the film. The 
lavish parties and soundtrack 
seriously took away from the 
magic and spirit of the film.
Overall, when it comes to 
plot, The Great Gatsby re-
mains almost entirely faith-
ful to the book, and it was 
great to see that on screen. 
The Great Gatsby kept audi-
ences captivated, which is ex-
actly what filmmakers want. 
Even if you are not a fan of 
the book or have never read 
it, I highly recommend see-
ing the film. I can guarantee 
there will be something in 
the film that you will like. It 
is so grand and presented on 
such a huge spectrum that it 
seems difficult that one could 
hate the entirety of the film. 
Everyone who played a part 
in the creation of the film de-
serves a huge congratulations 
for an overall job well done; 
taking over a year to perfect 
the film to their standards was 
clearly not a waste of time.
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Summer Movies to 
Check Out! 
Heather Andelsman

Entertainment Editor

The summer of 2013 is 
sure to be a blockbuster 
with several highly antici-
pated fi lms set to hit the big 
screen! June, July and Au-
gust are going to be great 
months to head to the mov-
ies. Let’s take a look at what 
we have to look forward to.

June 14th is release day 
for Superman: Man of Steel.
Clark Kent (Henry Cavill) 
comes from an alien world, 
and he must fi gure out what to 
do in order to keep his pow-
ers secret, while reporters are 
threatening to expose him 
to the world, and someone 
from his home world threat-
ens his new adoptive one.

June 21st is release day for 
Monsters University, the pre-
quel to Monsters Inc. Sully 
and Mike fi rst meet in college, 
and in Monsters University we 
will be able to see how they 
fi rst became rivals, before 
becoming long-time friends.

July 3rd is release day for 
Despicable Me 2, the sequel 
to Universal’s Despicable 
Me. Gru (Steve Carell) is re-
cruited by the Anti-Villain 
League to help deal with a 
powerful new super criminal.

July 12th is release day for 
Grown Ups 2, the sequel to 
Grown Ups. Lenny (Adam 
Sandler) decides he wants to 
move his family back to his 
hometown after having such 
a great time there the summer 
before, but things do not go 
quite exactly as he plans. His 

crazy past might just catch 
up with him and his kids.

July 26th is release day for 
The Wolverine will be com-
ing out starring Hugh Jack-
man. Based on the successful 
comic books, Logan (Jack-
man) will confront a mys-
terious fi gure from his past 
that will change him forever.

August 16th is release 
day for the sequel to the 
fi rst Percy Jackson movie, 
Percy Jackson: Sea of Mon-
sters. Percy Jackson (Lo-
gan Lerman) and his friends 
go on a quest to the Sea of 
Monsters to fi nd the mythi-
cal Golden Fleece and stop 
an ancient evil from rising.

August 23rd is release 
day for The Mortal Instru-
ments: City of Bones, star-
ring Lily Collins and Jamie 
Campbell Bower. Clary 
Fray (Collins) fi nds out a 
secret that has been kept 
from her that will change 
her world forever, and set 
her on a journey to save her 
mom from a demon attack.

And last, but certainly not 
least, August 29th is release 
day for One Direction: This 
Is Us, the 3D tell- all One Di-
rection movie that gives the 
audience an all access pass 
to the band live in concert.

So during those dog-days 
of summer when it seems 
as though the mercury will 
never stop rising, head out 
to your local movie theater 
and soak up some air con-
ditioning while enjoying 
one of the many fi lms that 
this summer has to offer!

Divergent, the young adult 
novel written by Veronica 
Roth, is set in a futuristic 
Chicago. In the 
future, Chicago 
is split into fi ve 
factions: Eru-
dite the intelli-
gent, Amity the 
peaceful, Can-
dor the honest, 
Abnegation the 
selfl ess, and 
Dauntless the 
brave. When 
citizens of Chi-
cago turn 16, 
they must take 
a test to fi nd out 
to which faction they most 
belong. Sixteen year old Bea-
trice (Tris) Prior gets surpris-
ing results; she belongs to 
three out of the fi ve factions, 
Erudite, Dauntless, and Ab-
negation, where she and her 
family live now. People that 
belong to multiple factions 
are rare, and they are called 
Divergent. Tris can’t tell any-
body that she is Divergent, 
not even her own family, 
and choosing a new faction 
will be cutting her ties with 
her family forever. Faction 
before blood, and Tris has 
everything to lose. Once she 
chooses the Dauntless fac-

tion, Tris will have to make 
the right alliances and try not 
to draw too much attention to 
herself, even though she is al-

ready singled out 
as the only Ab-
negation trans-
fer. But there are 
things going on 
outside of Daunt-
less that Tris will 
realize are big-
ger than initia-
tion, and bigger 
than the factions 
completely. This 
book is a re-
ally good book 
to read if you 
liked The Hun-
ger Games, or 

any other science fi ction, 
dystopian young adult novel 
or series. Divergent is being 
adapted into a movie, directed 
by Neil Burger. Before you 
head out to see it on the big 
screen, take some time this 
summer to read a fantastic 
novel that’s sure to entice the 
imagination and make it im-
possible to put it down. The 
Divergent movie will come 
out on March 21, 2014, and 
the third book, Allegiant, will 
hit stores this October. The 
second book of the series, In-
surgent, is already available 
to buy in stores and online. 

Book Review: Divergent
Heather Andelsman

Entertainment Editor

BILLBOARD BUSTS
BREAKING DOWN THE 2013 BILLBOARD MUSIC AWARDS
Collin Giuliani

Sports Editor

The Billboard Awards are 
a joke. End of discussion. 
While there was some good, 
there was also lots of bad... 
really bad moments, I might 
add, from the awards at the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 
I'd say that a good 60% of 
the artists were lip sync-
ing their performances and 
made it painfully obvious in 
the process. A solid 20% of 
the artists actually sang their 
performances, but did it in a 
very painful way, with missed 
notes, attempts at harmoniz-
ing, and lots of screaming. 
And then, there's the 20% that 
probably actually deserved 
to be there- the ones that ac-
tually sang in key while not 
making their performances 
a complete joke or snoozer. 
So, with that said, what were 
the highlights and many low-
lights of these awful awards?

Let's start with the things 
that were actually good. The 
opening of the show, with Bru-
no Mars performing his new 
single, "Treasure," was a great 
way to start off the show. He's 
looking for his third number 
one single off of Unorthodox 
Jukebox, and I have gone on 
the record before about how 
that single is a great song. 
His vocals were top notch. 
Ed Sheeran also put on a very 
good live performance with, 
“Lego House,” and Prince 
closed the show in a great 
way, with a great performance 
of “Let’s Go Crazy.” It was a 
performance that received lots 
of buzz prior, and it certainly 
lived up to expectations. Last-
ly, while they didn't get a lot 
of the award winners right, 
they did get Macklemore 
right for winning the Best Rap 
Song award for "Thrift Shop." 

However... that's pretty 
much where all the compli-
ments end. It was an awful 
award show, and I'm talk-
ing about both the musical 
performances and the actual 
awards given out. As men-
tioned before, very few artists 
actually put on a good live 
performance, and very few 
winners were actually deserv-
ing of the awards that they re-
ceived. But can we start with 

the host? Tracy Morgan was 
just awful. None of his jokes 
(with one exception) were 
funny, some of them were ra-
cially offensive, and any time 
it seemed like he had some-
thing funny to say, there was 
either a lack of a punchline, 
or he talked so fast that no-
body could understand him. 

Onto the actual live perfor-
mances, and as mentioned be-
fore, most of them just stunk. 
Selena Gomez lip synced her 
song, "Come And Get It," 
and it was painfully obvi-
ous. Icona Pop performed 
their hit song, “I Love It,” 
and they attempted to harmo-
nize, even though there were 
no harmonies in the original 
song. But, on second thought, 
maybe I shouldn’t have criti-
cized them for that. Why? 
Because during the awards, 
the group actually attempted 
to harmonize during the song, 
and it was almost on a key. 

Then, there was Chris 
Brown. Even though I’m not 
a fan of his, I really like the 
song "Fine China." Chris 
Brown's inspiration is Mi-
chael Jackson, and he makes 
that evident with the produc-
tion of that track. It's one of 
my favorite songs that Brown 
has ever done, and surpris-
ingly, it's one of my favorite 
songs of the year thus far. 
That said... he couldn't hit one 
note. He just stopped sing-
ing midway through and just 
danced, letting the playback 
take care of the business. 

Among the other terrible 
live performances of the 
night- Justin Bieber lip sync-
ing his incredibly average 
song, "Take You." And he 
didn't even try to hide it- the 
entire song was the same tone 
all the way through, at the 
same exact volume. There 
was Nicki Minaj inappropri-
ately dancing to Lil Wayne in 
a not-made-for-television mo-
ment. I've got to give credit to 
Kid Rock, though, for stating 
prior to presenting an award, 
"Give it up for people lip sync-
ing to pre-recorded music." 
But back to the live perfor-
mances- they were pretty bad. 
Miguel pretty much trampled 
a fan and kept singing, Pitbull 
and Jennifer Lopez had a bad 

performance of a forgettable 
song, Pitbull lip synced, "Feel 
This Moment," and Chris-
tina Aguilera tried to sing 
the song, but her mic was not 
turned on loud enough. Every-
thing was, for the most part, 
either lip-synced or off key.

As for the actual awards... 
the real artists won nothing. 
They were left in the cold 
while teen pop artists who 
won't be remembered in fi ve 
years swept everything. Male 
artist of the year is where we'll 
start. Justin Bieber ended up 
winning that one, and to be 
honest, I have no idea why. 
Also, how did Bieber end 
up beating out Bruno Mars, 
not just in that award, but in 
the Milestone Achievement 
Award? What did Bieber do 
that was worthy of a mile-
stone? That one didn't make 
sense, and neither did Tay-
lor Swift winning Album of 
the Year over 21 by Adele. 

The worst of the winners 
had to be Nicki Minaj winning 
the Rapper of the Year. Sure, 
there were some pretty bad 
ones, like Madonna winning 
Dance Artist of the Year, but 
this one was terrible. Let that 
just sink in for a second- Nicki 
Minaj winning Rapper of the 
Year. The same person who 
rapped, “Stupid H**,” “Bees 
in the Trap,”  and, “Pound the 
Alarm,” all of which are terri-
ble songs, won Rapper of the 
Year. What a complete joke.

So, let's pretty much sum-
marize the entire awards, shall 
we? Few artists actually put 
on a solid performance; more 
than half were lip syncing, 
while the rest were just off key 
the entire time. Few awards 
were deservedly won, and in 
the end, the teen pop people 
that nobody will remember in 
fi ve years from now ended up 
winning and virtually sweep-
ing the entire fi eld. The entire 
award ceremonies, from Tra-
cy Morgan's bad monologue 
and jokes, to the live perfor-
mances, to the actual awards, 
were terrible. I never watched 
the Billboard Awards before 
this, and after watching the 
atrocity that occurred at the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas, I 
don't intend on taking these 
awards seriously ever again.

On May 6th, what has been 
touted as the “Super Bowl 
of red carpets” (Huffi ngton 
Post), once again took place 
in New York City.  The always 
fashionable Met Gala was 
fi lled with outrageous out-
fi ts and costumes once again 
this year. With celebrities and 
fashion industry moguls in 
attendance, the goal for the 
evening was to dress to im-
press and show off their true 
style. This years theme was 
Punk, and many fashionistas 
stayed true to the theme. Per-

haps the best of the night was 
Anne Hathaway, who wore a 
Valentino gown. Hathaway 
truly embodied punk rock 
with her dark makeup and 
brand new short, blond hair 
. Other best dressed stars in-
cluded Hailee Steinfeld, Jen-
nifer Lawrence and Rooney 
Mara, who all unleashed 
their true punk rock attitude.
  Unfortunately, some women 
weren’t so lucky and graced 
the worst dressed list with 
their fashion misses. Included 
in the worst dressed list are 
Kim Kardashian and Elle Fan-
ning. Kim did not embody the 
punk them at all, and her dress 

looked like an old sofa or out-
dated curtains. Elle Fanning 
attempted the punk theme, but 
ultimately failed due to her 
outrageous, colorful makeup 
and tie-dye dress. Overall, 
this year’s fashion at the Met 
Gala is deserving of nothing 
more than a B+. Hopefully 
next year’s theme will be as 
edgy, and the fashion fanat-
ics will 
b r i n g 
m o r e 
of their 
t r u e 
s t y l e 
to the 
t a b l e !

The MET Gala Goes PUNK
Amanda Blum

Staff Writer
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Sports Editor

To read more of Collin’s thoughts take a look at his online 
sports blog at: http://twentyfoursports.blogspot.com

Collin’s Corner
TURMOIL IN TEBOWLAND
BREAKING DOWN THE DECISION
TO RELEASE TIM TEBOW

Well, here's the news that 
was impossible to avoid this 
offseason- Tim Tebow on the 
New York Jets. Or, rather, the 
fact that he's not on the Jets 
anymore. After one of the big-
gest disasters in NFL history 
in terms of a media 
standpoint, Tim 
Tebow has been re-
leased from the New 
York Jets. The move 
comes after a few de-
velopments in Floral 
Park. Number one, 
the Jets drafted Geno 
Smith, and now had 
a half dozen quarter-
backs on the roster. 
And number two, 
the Jets couldn't find 
any trading partners 
for him, and the fourth round 
pick that the Jets gave up 
last year to acquire the quar-
terback seems like the big-
gest waste of a fourth round 
draft pick in recent memory.

I seriously have to wonder 
why the Jets even acquired 
Tebow in the first place. Was 
it to sell jerseys? If that was 
the goal, then mission accom-
plished, but if the goal all along 
was to create a winning team 
with no distractions (like every 
other sane general manager 
and owner in the league), then 
mission failed... desperately. 
Was it to give Mark Sanchez a 
run for his money? Well, con-
sidering that Rex Ryan never 
played the guy, even after the 
Butt Fumble, the abysmal per-
formances on national televi-
sion, and the apathy shown 
by Mark Sanchez in numer-
ous situations, I'd safely say 
that it wasn't for that reason.

Normally, when a team 
makes a decision that back-
fires, they have details to back 
up the selection. The Chargers 
needed a quarterback and Ryan 
Leaf was on the board- it didn't 
work out for them, obviously, 
but at least there was a reason 
for that. Since Rich Gannon 
was not on the team, the Raid-
ers needed a franchise quarter-
back, and JaMarcus Russell 
showed amazing athleticism at 
workouts while at LSU. Obvi-
ously, that pick didn't work out 
for them, but it's not like they 
took Russell without a game-
plan for him. Why did the Jets 
even acquire Tebow in the first 
place? It seemed like they had 
no plan for him. That wildcat 
offense and revolutionary for-
mation that was promised by 
Rex Ryan and his offensive 
coordinator last year, Tony 
Sparano, was never used. Only 
once or twice (on fourth down 
plays where the Jets decided 
to punt, but it was really a di-
rect snap to Tebow) did I ever 
applaud the Jets for using the 
former Florida alum correctly. 
Terrible coaching all around.

Another word regarding 
Tim Tebow- I'm pretty sure 
that he's not angry about the 
decision. If anything, it might 

be a sigh of relief that he's out 
of New York and out of Rex 
Ryan's hands. Tim Tebow nev-
er showed any signs of visible 
anger last season because he's 
a very level-headed person. I'm 
pretty sure that he would state 
about this situation that God 
knows best, that everything 
happens for a reason, and that 

he's got no regrets. 
But, if Tebow were 
to have one regret, 
it would be choos-
ing the Jets over the 
Jaguars. Now, let's 
get this straight- he's 
not coming to Jack-
sonville. I don't want 
him to come to Jack-
sonville because he 
would be too much of 
a distraction. Heck, 
David Caldwell, the 
general manager of 

the Jaguars, said that there's 
not a chance that Tebow is 
playing for Jacksonville. How-
ever, that was not the case last 
season. Tebow had a choice 
last season after the Broncos 
acquired Peyton Manning, 
and Jacksonville had the bet-
ter offer on the table. Tebow 
had to choose between either 
the Jets or the Jaguars, and he 
chose the Jets. Big mistake, 
looking back on it, on his part.

Now that Tebow is out of 
New York, in maybe the big-
gest waste of a season in a 
long time for an NFL player 
who was coming off of a post-
season win the year before, the 
question is this- what's next? 
Where does Tim Tebow head 
next? It's not with an NFL 
team if he wants to stay a 
quarterback, and if he does get 
a job with any NFL team as a 
quarterback, it's going to be as 
the backup to a legend. A place 
like New York or Cleveland, 
where Tebow would constantly 
be talked about for the starting 
job, would create too much of 
a media distraction. Going to a 
place like Green Bay or Atlan-
ta, however, where it's obvious 
who the starting quarterback 
is, would not be the worst idea. 
However, his most likely des-
tination is not going to be with 
an NFL team anytime soon.

Could he go to Canada? 
Well, the only offer that he's 
gotten thus far was from the 
Montreal Alouettes, who are 
willing to take Tim Tebow in... 
as a backup quarterback to leg-
endary CFL quarterback An-
thony Calvillo. The gunslinger 
has been with Montreal since 
1998 as their starting quarter-
back and probably won't lose 
the job to Tim Tebow. Arena 
Football? Wages are too low 
for that, although numerous 
teams are interested in his 
services. Wherever he goes, 
whether that be Canada, the 
arena league, or even another 
NFL team, he’s going to bring 
the media circus along with 
him, and it’s going to be inter-
esting to see his final decision 
on his destination. Either way, 
he’s out of New York right now, 
and possibly, out of the NFL.

JUMPING SHIP:
IS IT OKAY TO SWITCH SIDES IN SPORTS?

If you were a fan of the 
New York Yankees, would 
you even consider jumping 
off the bandwagon? I'd as-
sume not because they've been 
dominant for quite some time. 
They've won 27 World Series, 
have made it to the World Se-
ries a remarkably high total 
of 40 times, and are currently 
atop the AL East. Basically, 
why switch sides, especially 
if you're a die hard fan of the 
team? Not many people face 
that problem, where they have 
to decide whether or not to 
jump off the Yankee band-
wagon and switch their Yan-
kee gear for another team's 
gear.

But what about a fan of 
the Seattle Mariners? They 
haven't made the postsea-
son since 2001, have never 
made the World Series, and 
have only made the postsea-
son four times since joining 
the league in 1977. And I bet 
that there are some people, 
especially if they are not die-
hard fans, who are fans of the 
Mariners but have consid-
ered switching their Mariner 
gear for some Yankee gear. 
They've considered jump-
ing onto another bandwagon, 
and switching their allegiance 
because they're fans of a mis-
erable team. And this is not a 
knock on Mariner fans by any 
means- I'm sure lots of people 
who were once fans of teams 
like the Browns or the Bob-
cats have switched sides, or at 
the very least, considered it.

Why do people switch 
sides in the first place? Well, 
they want to feel like they're 
a part of a winning team. 
Proudly saying that you're a 
fan of the Yankees in an of-
fice full of fans of the lowly 
Royals makes you feel almost 
like you accomplished some-
thing, even though you didn't 
do anything. But saying that 
you're a fan of the Bobcats 
when you're living in a place 
full of fans of the Miami Heat 
just makes you look like a 
fool, and it can be embar-
rassing. Other people want 
to know what it's like to be a 
fan of a championship team at 
least once in their life, and as 
they get older and realize that 
their current team that they've 
followed for years isn't going 
anywhere, then they could 
switch sides to a winning ball 
club.

However, this begs the 
question- is switching sides 
allowed? I’m not talking 
about jumping on bandwag-
ons every year (because that’s 
never allowed), but rather per-
manently switching your Jets’ 
gear for some Giants’ gear 
because of too many losses. Is 
that allowed? Absolutely not. 
Once you first get used to the 

world of sports, you get a 2 
year grace period to figure out 
your teams and your alliances. 
After that 2 year grace period, 
you're stuck for life. At this 
point, after the 2 year grace 
period, leaving a team would 
break the unwritten code of 
conduct for being a fan.

However, are there excep-
tions to this rule? Are you 
allowed to leave a team to 
join another team, or just stop 
being a fan of that team al-
together? The answer to that 
question is a resounding, 'yes.' 
There are certain cases where 
it is okay to leave a team to 
jump on board another ship, 
and it doesn't have to do with 
how many wins or losses the 
team has. I've got five excep-
tions to the rule of being a 
fan of a team for life, where 
it is okay to leave the team 
altogether and not break any 
rules in the rulebook on being 
a fan. What are those five ex-
ceptions, you ask?  Here they 
are, in no particular order of 
importance:

1. You quit the sport com-
pletely

We'll start with the feeling 
that is sometimes felt by fans 
in the world of sports. Some-
times, fans just don't find en-
joyment in the sport anymore, 
and quit it altogether, includ-
ing not following or being a 
fan of their current team. If 
that's the case, then that's per-
fectly acceptable. If you're a 
person who used to find enjoy-
ment in following the Atlanta 
Braves, but now, you find the 
game of baseball to be slow 
and boring, with umpires who 
can't get the call right and you 
find the game to be somewhat 
tainted from the steroid era, 
and decide to quit following 
the game entirely, then that's 
fine. Perfectly acceptable 
move, as long as that fan does 
not come back to the game 
and support another team, or 
come back to the game just as 
their team is beginning to win 
some ballgames.

2. Your favorite team moves
Right now, let's say you're 

the biggest fan of the Sacra-
mento Kings in the world. 
You know everything there 
is to know about the team, 
and go to every single home 
game. If the Maloofs end up 
selling the team to the Seattle 
based ownership group, and 
the Sacramento Kings become 
the Seattle Kings, you are not 
obligated to follow them to 
Seattle. The few fans that the 
Atlanta Thrashers had, or that 
the Seattle Sonics had, or that 
the Vancouver Grizzlies had, 
are unrestricted free agents at 
this point. They can choose 
to either follow the relocated 
team, or choose to hop aboard 

another team. Unless the team 
that you were a fan of relocat-
ed to your city, you can hop 
aboard any team's set of fans 
that you wish, because at that 
point, you're not tied to a team.

3. A close friend/family 
member plays/works for a 
team

Let's say you're the wife of 
a man with tons of money, 
and you're a fan of the Bos-
ton Celtics. Your husband 
then decides to buy the Or-
lando Magic and become the 
owner of the Magic. Want to 
switch sides from Boston to 
Orlando? Perfectly accept-
able. You’re a fan of the Bos-
ton Red Sox, and your brother 
gets a contract to play for the 
New York Mets. In that case, 
switching sides to support a 
family member or close friend 
is acceptable. If you're a fam-
ily member or a really close 
friend of someone who plays 
or works for a specific team, 
you're allowed to become a 
fan of that team with no pen-
alty in the fanbook.

4. The owner sabotages the 
fan base

There's a major difference 
between jumping off the 
bandwagon because the team 
is losing, and jumping off the 
bandwagon because the own-
er is sabotaging the fan base. 
Let's look at the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, for example. They 
went 2-14 last season, which 
was their worst record in fran-
chise history. Living through 
the low points is one of things 
that comes with being a fan, 
and going 2-14, while pain-
ful to live through in terms 
of being a sports fan, is not 
an acceptable reason to jump 
off the bandwagon, especially 
because every bad piece to 
the puzzle was altered in the 
offseason. They just had a 
bad year- Shad Khan, the 
owner of the team, is not try-
ing to sabotage the fan base. 
However, let's say after their 
2-14 season, Gene Smith (the 
general manager at the time) 
got a contract extension, and 
Mike Mularkey got a raise. 
The best players, from Mau-
rice Jones-Drew to Bryan 
Anger to Cecil Shorts III, 
were cut, while Blaine Gab-
bert became the highest paid 
quarterback in NFL history. 
This is sabotaging the fan 
base, when the owner is not 
even trying to field a winning 
team. If you've got a player 
like Kevin Durant on your 
team, have the most cap room 
in all of basketball, and trade 
away Durant for minimal cash 
considerations, that's sabotag-
ing the fan base, because in 
no way whatsoever does that 
make you a better team. Only 
in that case is it okay to jump 
off the bandwagon because 

Collin Giuliani
Sports Editor

(continued on next page)
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1. Cleveland Cavaliers- Nerlens Noel, PF/C, Kentucky
Weaknesses: SF, PF, C
Key Free Agents: Shaun Livingston, Wayne Ellington (Re-
stricted)
Why He Fits: The Cavaliers struck gold at the NBA lottery 
and took home the 1st overall pick for the second time in three 
years. Their biggest need is clearly at Small Forward, but Otto 
Porter isn’t talented enough to be taken with the first pick. Ner-
lens Noel is widely considered as the best prospect in this class 
even though he is recovering from a torn ACL. Cleveland is 
still in rebuilding mode and can, therefore, afford to let him 
ease back into his rookie year and develop until they are ready 
to contend.

2. Orlando Magic- Ben McLemore, SG, Kansas
Weaknesses: PG, PF
Key Free Agents: Beno Udrih
Why He Fits: Most people seem to have Trey Burke going here 
to the Magic, but I don’t believe he’s worth the number two 
pick. The Magic can wait till next year to find their franchise 
Point Guard instead of settling for Burke. By adding McLemore 
they can shift Arron Afflalo to Small Forward and Tobias Harris 
to Power Forward while playing Nikola Vucevic at Center. This 
would give the Magic a young and dynamic core that, in time, 
will be a force to be reckoned with.

3. Washington Wizards- Otto Porter, SF, Georgetown
Weaknesses: SF, PF, C
Key Free Agents: Trevor Ariza, Leandro Barbosa, Emeka Oka-
for, A.J. Price, Martell Webster
Why He Fits: The Wizards have their backcourt of the future 
in John Wall and Bradley Beal, but they need help everywhere 
else. That leaves them with a lot of freedom to choose the best 
wing or backcourt player available for this pick, and that is do-
it-all forward Otto Porter.

4. Charlotte Bobcats- Victor Oladipo, SG, Indiana
Weaknesses: PF, C, SG
Key Free Agents: Ben Gordon, Gerald Henderson(Restricted), 
Byron Mullens(Restricted)
Why He Fits: Charlotte’s time as the laughing stock of the 
league could be coming to an end. By adding Victor Oladipo, 
the Bobcats would have a young, athletic core, consisting of 
Kemba Walker, Victor Oladipo, and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, 
to ride with into the future. They may still have major needs 
down low, but no matter who the bobcats pick, they will still 
be left with glaring holes. Picking Oladipo would at least help 
establish an identity for the Bobcats who could then wait until 
free agency or next year to address needs at Power Forward and 
Center.

5. Phoenix Suns- Anthony Bennett, SF/PF, UNLV
Weaknesses: SG, SF, PF
Key Free Agents: Wesley Johnson, Jermaine O'Neal
Why He Fits: The Suns need help almost everywhere so pick-
ing the best player on the board in Anthony Bennett is probably 
most logical. He is called a bit of a tweener by some, but I 
believe he is capable of playing either Small Forward or Power 
Forward in the NBA. He is athletic, a great rebounder, and has 
solid shooting range. He also has a huge wingspan to make up 
for some of his lack of height. He has a very diversified offen-
sive game and should be a good scorer right away.

6. New Orleans Pelicans- Alex Len, C, Maryland
Weaknesses: SF, C
Key Free Agents: Al-Farouq Aminu, Xavier Henry, Jason 
Smith
Why He Fits: Initially, I wanted to put Trey Burke here, but 
then I realized that the opportunity for the Pelicans to add a 
talented Center and solidify their backcourt by pairing Len with 
last year's number one pick, Anthony Davis, is too much for 
the Hornets to pass up. The Hornets also already have Greivis 
Vasquez at Point Guard who averaged 9 assists per game as part 
of his breakout year last year, so they can wait before adding a 
point guard.

7. Sacramento Kings- Trey Burke, PG, Michigan
Weaknesses: PG, SF, SG, PF
Key Free Agents: Toney Douglas(Restricted), Tyreke 
Evans(Restricted)
Why He Fits: The Kings are a complete mess. The team is 
composed of selfish, trigger-happy players who don’t shoot 
very high percentages. Part of the problem might be the lack 

2013 NBA Lottery Mock Draft
Matt Tisch

Staff Writer of a Point Guard to set up his teammates in better position to 
score. Insert Trey Burke. Burke can both distribute and score 
very well based on his team’s needs. If it weren’t for his size, he 
would have gone earlier, but the Kings would be thrilled if he 
fell to them at number 7.

8. Detroit Pistons- Shabazz Muhammad, SG/SF, UCLA
Weaknesses: SF, PG
Key Free Agents: Jose Calderon, Will Bynum, Corey Maggette, 
Charlie Villanueva
Why He Fits: The Pistons have a great frontcourt and will most 
likely re-sign Jose Calderon to play Point Guard and continue 
mentoring Brandon Knight. The one gaping hole that the Pis-
tons have is at Small Forward. Shabazz Muhammad’s stock 
has taken a major hit, but his knack for scoring and the Pistons 
extreme need for a Small Forward will lead them to pick Mu-
hammad.

9. Minnesota Timberwolves- C.J. McCollum, PG/SG, Lehigh
Weaknesses: SF, SG
Key Free Agents: Nikola Pekovic(Restricted), Chase 
Budinger(Restricted), Andrei Kirilenko, Dante Cunningham
Why He Fits: If the Timberwolves stay healthy, they could be 
a huge surprise this season. They have a young and talented 
core of Ricky Rubio, Kevin Love and Nikola Pekovic, but they 
could use some help on the wing. C.J. McCollum could provide 
another scoring threat at Shooting Guard and is capable of play-
ing the Point when Rubio is hurt or on the bench.

10. Portland Trail Blazers- Kentavious Caldwell-Pope, SG, 
Georgia
Weaknesses: C, SG
Key Free Agents: Eric Maynor(Restricted), J.J. Hickson
Why He Fits: The Trail Blazers have a great starting lineup, 
but absolutely no bench. Kentavious Caldwell-Pope is an ideal 
6th man for them. He is a deadly shooting, athletic, high-energy 
Guard who could provide much needed minutes and scoring off 
the bench.

11. Philadelphia 76ers– Cody Zeller, PF/C, Indiana
Weaknesses: PF, SG
Key Free Agents: Andrew Bynum, Nick Young, Dorell Wright
Why He Fits: The biggest weakness for the 76ers is at Power 
Forward. If Andrew Bynum leaves, they will need major help 
down low. Cody Zeller may not be the flashy pick, but you 
know what you will get from him. He can run the floor and has 
a very polished game.

12. Oklahoma City Thunder- Steven Adams, C, Pittsburgh
Weaknesses: C, SG
Key Free Agents: Kevin Martin, Derek Fisher
Why He Fits: The Thunder have a massive hole at center, and 
although Steven Adams will not be ready right away, he has a 
tremendous amount of potential and could be the athletic De-
fensive Stopper they’ve been looking for to pair with Serge 
Ibaka down low.

13. Dallas Mavericks- Michael Carter-Williams, PG/SG, Syra-
cuse
Weaknesses: PG, SF, C
Key Free Agents: Rodrigue Beaubois(Restricted), Darren Col-
lison (Restricted), Elton Brand, Chris Kaman, Shawn Marion, 
O.J. Mayo, Brandan Wright
Why He Fits: The Mavericks are going to attempt to utilize the 
free agency market, but unless they sign Chris Paul, they will 
most likely need a Point Guard. Michael Carter-Williams is the 
definition of a pure Point Guard; he is a great playmaker and 
always tries to find the open teammate before the basket. He is 
a great defender and very tall for a Point Guard.

14. Utah Jazz- Dennis Schroeder, PG, Germany
Weaknesses: PG, SG
Key Free Agents: Randy Foye, Al Jefferson, Paul Millsap, Ja-
maal Tinsley, Marvin Williams, Mo Williams
Why He Fits: The Jazz need frontcourt help. They have good, 
young talent at the forward and center positions, but their 
Guards really held them back last year. Adding a lightning 
quick Point Guard with insane handles and the ability to pen-
etrate and attack the defense like Schroeder would help their 
playoff chances tremendously, assuming he was able to contrib-
ute early. He could be steel, and he addresses a major weakness 
so this is a win-win for the Jazz.

of losses. There's a difference 
between losing because you're 
just not good enough and los-
ing because the owner re-
fuses to field a winning team.

5. Your city picks up an ex-
pansion team

Finally, what about reloca-
tion? My take on relocation 
with fans is this- when you 
relocate, your allegiance still 
follows you. If you live in San 
Diego right now and you are a 
fan of the San Diego Chargers, 
and then pack your bags and 
move to Houston, unless any 
of the previous three points 
apply, you're not allowed to 
become a fan of the Houston 
Texans. However, let's say you 
live in the city of Boise, and 
you're currently a fan of the 
Oakland Raiders. If, for some 
strange reason, the NFL were 
to grant an expansion team to 
the city of Boise, you're al-
lowed to switch alliances and 
become a fan of that expan-
sion team in Boise. What was 
the difference between sce-
nario one and scenario two? 
In scenario one, the person 
moved to a different city and 
became a fan of that team in 
the city. In scenario two, the 
person lived in a city with no 
NFL team, and then, got an 
NFL team. So, if you were 
a fan of the Dallas Maver-
icks living in Oklahoma City 
and the Sonics relocated to 
Oklahoma City, then switch-
ing alliances to the Thunder, 
providing that you lived in or 
near Oklahoma City, is fine.

What's the point of all of this? 
While there's no official 

book of what it takes to be a 
fan, and there's no crime for 
switching sides, the point of 
all of this is that, 99% of the 
time, once you choose your 
team, you're supposed to be 
with that team for life. Being 
a fan of a sports team is what 
makes sports fun and exciting, 
and being able to live through 
the highs and the lows of a 
team's quest for a champion-
ship can be either one of the 
worst feelings in life, or one 
of the all time best. I know 
people that have stated that 
besides getting married and 
the birth of their child, that 
being a fan of a team that won 
the Super Bowl was the great-
est moment of their life. And 
it's even more rewarding if 
you stick with that team for 
your entire life. In the end, 
what's fun about being a band-
wagon fan? If they win the 
title, you feel little to no sat-
isfaction (because you were 
barely with that team), and 
if they don't win it, it's disap-
pointment. Being a true fan, 
however, when a champion-
ship comes, can lead to some 
great rewards and pleasures.

Switching Sides 
in Sports...

(Continued from page 10)
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 Hi l l s  Ea s t sp o rt s Co r n E r
Three Touchdowns
3 QUESTIONS FOR THE 2013 HILLS EAST FOOTBALL SEASON
Collin Giuliani

Sports Editor

   The boys’ Varsity Tennis 
Team made history this year, 
earning their 4th consecutive 
County Championship, mak-
ing that 8 out of the last 9, and 
winning their 79th straight 
Suffolk Matches. In the past 
9 years the team has lost only 
a jaw dropping 3 matches to-
tal; this year’s team has sus-
tained and even furthered the 
legend of their predecessors.

With an undefeated sea-
son under their belt (16-0), 
the team went on to win the 
League 1 title and 4 Playoff 
matches. The Final Match 
came down to the East team 

versus long-time rivals, Hills 
West. The boys were able to 
defend their school with a 5-2 
win and brought home the 
title of County Champions.

Every single member of the 
team was rewarded with an 
all-league title; a reinforce-
ment of the skill and talent the 
team possesses as a whole. 
Some highlights of the season 
include: Zain Ali winning the 
County Singles Champion-
ship and Jeff Cherkin / Kyle 
Alper winning the County 
Doubles Championship (for 
the second year in a row), de-
feating their own teammates 
Travis Leaf / Ross Reiffman 
in the final round. Mike Lef-

fler / Roger Cheng also placed 
3rd in the County Doubles 
Championships making that a 
sweep for the Hills East Team. 
In the State Tournament, 7 of 
the 9 competitors will be Hills 
East Players. Congratulations 
also to All League Athletes 
Alec Tuckey, Arnav Svi-
rastava and Drew Greenberg, 
and All-Division Athletes 
Jake Delouya, Eric Handel-
man and Grant Rosenberg.

All-State Player and Suf-
folk County Singles Cham-
pion Zain Ali says in regards 
to the season, “this year’s 
team got along very well. As 
both teammates and friends 
we were all motivated to win 

Natalie Haebich
Editors-in-Chief

The beginning of the 2013-
2014 school year means many 
things to many people. It 
means seeing friends again, 
it means the workload in-
creases as summer draws to 
its conclusion, and it also 
means the start of Hills East 
football season. In their first 
season in Division I play, the 
Thunderbirds went 3-5, just 
missing the playoffs and fin-
ishing eleventh in the stand-
ings. However, with the last 
football season way in the 
books, it’s time to look for-
ward to a new football season. 
Not only will Hills East now 
have knowledge on their op-
ponents in their second year 
in Division I, but they will 
also look to make the post-
season and try to win their 
first title of the 2000s. So, 
what are the three questions 
for the Thunderbirds heading 
into the 2013 football sea-
son?  Here’s what I think the 
Thunderbird fans need to ask.

1. Questions at Quarterback

We’ll begin with a word on 
the most important position 
in all of football- the quar-
terback. It holds true in high 
school, college, and in the 
NFL- it is impossible to win 
without a great quarterback. 
For the past few seasons, the 
Thunderbirds have not just 
had a great quarterback, but 
a Division I quarterback at 
that, in RJ Nitti. Nitti will be 

attending Bucknell next sea-
son, following an incredibly 
successful run at Hills East, 
where the 
T h u n d e r -
birds were 
d o m i n a n t 
on offense. 
While Nitti 
was the 
q u a r t e r -
back, only 
once did 
they put up 
less than 24 
points in a 
game, and 
the team 
never put 
up less than that all season at 
home. However, Nitti’s grad-
uation leaves a gaping hole at 
quarterback. Normally, teams 
carry 3 or more quarterbacks 
going into a game, but all sea-
son, the Thunderbirds had just 
Nitti on the roster. This deci-
sion to have just one quarter-
back on the roster later came 
back to hurt the Thunderbirds, 
as after Nitti’s injury against 
Lindenhurst in game seven of 
the season, the Thunderbirds 
lost the season finale 35-0 to 
Commack due to not having a 
full-time quarterback playing 
for the team in what was argu-
ably one of the biggest games 
of the season. However, this 
means two other things- who 
will be Nitti’s replacement, 
and will he be able to even re-
motely perform like Nitti has 
done over these past few sea-
sons? It’s absolutely critical 
that the Thunderbirds find the 
right man at quarterback, con-

sidering that it is the most im-
portant position on the field.

2. Getting Defensive

While the offense was 
dominant last season, always 
torching opposing defenses, 
the defense for the Thunder-
birds wasn’t a dominant one. 
In the final seven games of 
the season, the Thunderbirds 
allowed 30 or more points in 
six of the seven games, with 
the lone exception being a 
dominant 49-14 victory over 
Brentwood on Homecoming. 
The team allowed 327 points 
in 8 games, and that is an av-
erage of over 40 points per 
game. Even with the dominant 
offense, the team finished 3-5, 
in large part because of its de-
fensive play. It’s critical that 
the Thunderbirds improve 
their defensive efforts, be-
cause without Nitti, Williams, 
Paul and Brightman (more on 
that in the final point), it’s un-
likely that the Thunderbirds 
are going to be involved in 

many shootouts next season. 
Who is going to be the dif-
ference maker on the defen-

sive side of the 
ball for the Thun-
derbirds? If the 
Thunderbirds can 
improve and drop 
the 40 points per 
game to a respect-
able 24 points per 
game, then they’ll 
have a chance 
to win in every 
game next season.

3. Next Man Up

Finally, besides 
the play of quarterback RJ 
Nitti, there were three other 
main players on the offensive 
side of the ball for the Thun-
derbirds. At halfback was Ra-
sheed Williams, and the star 
players at wide receiver,  D.J. 
Paul and Brandon Brightman. 
However, all of the Big Four 
on offense are not going to 
be here next season, as they 
will be heading off to college, 
with Paul going off to Wag-

ner, Nitti going to Bucknell, 
and Brightman and Williams 
going to Alfred. The strength 
of Hills East last season was 
in their offensive firepower, as 
with RJ Nitti at quarterback, 
in 6 out of a possible 7 games 
(Nitti did not play the final 
game of the season due to a 
fourth quarter injury in the 
62-42 loss to Lindenhurst), 
the Thunderbirds put up over 
24 points. Now, with this of-
fensive firepower gone due 
to graduation, who will step 
up for the Thunderbirds? Can 
Blaise Spinelli, who will be a 
junior next season, be able to 
step in for Williams and be-
come a productive full time 
halfback? Who will emerge 
as the top wide receivers for 
the Thunderbirds next sea-
son, because a quarterback is 
only as good as his receivers 
are? It’s going to have to be 
a next man up philosophy for 
the Thunderbirds if they’re 
going to make the postseason 
in Division I, and it’s one of 
the key stories to watch at 
the start of the next season.

Kings of the Court
every match and repeat our 
successes at the county tour-
nament. I think this contrib-
uted to our team spirit and 
was a very big reason why 

we were able to succeed once 
more at the county tourna-
ment.” Congratulations boys 
on another successful season!

The Varsity Tennis Team with Coach Tom Depeltau

Congratulations to all of the Hills East 
spring sports teams!

Boys Tennis

Boys and Girls Track

Baseball

Girls Golf

Boys Lacrosse

Girls Lacrosse

Badminton

Softball


