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Glossary 
 

 Term Abbreviation Description 
 
Academic Intervention Services 
  

 
AIS 

  

 
Services which supplement the instruction provided in 
the general curriculum and assists students in meeting 
the State learning standards. Academic intervention 
services are intended to assist students who are at risk 
of not achieving the State learning standards and 
NOT to supplant required ESL instruction. 

   

 
Accommodations 

 
 
 
  

  
Adjusting or modifying conditions to provide the LEP 
student with a better opportunity to understand and 
succeed on a test or State assessment (e.g. extended 
time, glossaries, translations). 

   

 
Annual Measurable Achievement 
Objectives 

 
AMAO 

 
AMAOs are the percent of LEP/ELLs in a district 
progressing toward and attaining  English proficiency 
and for meeting academic achievement standards. 
AMAOs are part of the NCLB Title III accountability 
requirements. 

   

 
Basic Interpersonal Communication 
Skills 
  

 
BICS 

 
  

 
Language skills needed for conversational everyday 
communication. BICS are not necessarily related to 
academic success. It can take up to two years to 
acquire BICS. 

   

 
Bilingual Education Program 

  
A program in which instruction is delivered and 
students learn in two languages, generally the 
students’ native language and a target language 
(English in the U.S.). 

   

 
Cognitive Academic Language 
Proficiency 
 
 

 
CALP 

 
 
 

 
Language skills required for academic achievement in 
subject matter. Research indicates that it can take five 
to seven years to acquire CALP. 

   

  
Commissioner’s Regulations Part 154 

 
(CR) Part 154 

 
The section of the NYSED Commissioner’s 
Regulations governing the education of Limited 
English Proficient students. 

   

 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
(English as a Second Language) 
 
 

 
ESL 

 
A program in which non-native English speakers 
learn English through the use of specific second 
language learning methods and instructional 
materials. 

   

 
ESL Pull-Out 

  
An ESL model in which LEP students receive English 
language instruction provided by a certified ESL 
teacher outside of the mainstream classroom. 
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Term Abbreviation Description 
 
ESL Push-In 

  
An ESL model in which LEP students receive English 
language instruction provided by a certified ESL 
teacher in the mainstream/content area classroom. 

   

 
English Language Learner 

 
ELL 

 
A student whose first language is not English and is in 
the process of learning English. This term is 
interchangeable with LEP and for some it has a more 
positive connotation than LEP. 

   

 
Home Language Questionnaire 

 
 

HLQ 

 
The official instrument completed by the parents or 
guardians of all students upon enrollment in public 
school. It indicates whether the student or family 
speaks a language other than English by birth or in 
the home. The HLQ is available in various languages. 

   

 
Language Assessment Battery-Revised 

 
LAB-R 

 
The official New York State test used for initial 
English language screening. The LAB-R determines 
whether students are limited English proficient by 
measuring their English language skills in speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. 

   

 
Limited English Proficient 

 
LEP 

 
A student whose first language is not English who is in 
the process of learning English. This term is 
interchangeable with ELL and is used in federal and 
state education law. 

   

 
Native Language Arts 

 
NLA 

 
The study of the literacy skills and literature in the 
student’s first language. NLA includes  instruction in 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

   

 
Native Language Assessment 

  
An assessment of LEP students suspected of having 
disabilities. The test is conducted in the student’s 
native language by personnel trained to account for 
the student’s linguistic and cultural background . The 
assessment may include psychological and/or speech 
and language evaluations. 

   

 
New York State Education Department 
Office of Bilingual Education & Foreign 
Language Studies 

 
NYSED OBEFLS 

 
The office that manages educational policy and 
initiatives specifically for the education of Limited 
English Proficient students and students learning 
languages other than English in New York State. 

   
 
 
New York State ESL Standards 

  
The learning standards that serve as the basis for   
ESL curriculum, instruction and assessment for LEP 
students.  
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Term Abbreviation Description 

 
New York State English As A Second 
Language Achievement Test 

 
 

NYSESLAT 

 
The State assessment administered annually to all 
LEP students to measure their progress in attainment 
of English language proficiency. It is the exit criteria 
from LEP status. It is based on the NYS ESL 
standards. 

   

 
No Child Left Behind 

 
 

NCLB 

 
Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act – the federal education law. Title III 
Part A of NCLB provides requirements for the 
education of Limited English Proficient students. 

   

 
Plyer v. Doe 

  
The Supreme Court case that found the children of 
undocumented migrant workers had a right to an 
education in the United States. Established guidelines 
for the enrollment of students in schools. 

   

 
Students with Interrupted Formal 
Education 

 
 

SIFE 

 
Immigrant LEP students who enter the public school 
system with at least 2 years less schooling than their 
age-level peers. 

   

 


