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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
HALF HOLLOW HILLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2013 
 

APPROVED AS WRITTEN – OCTOBER 28, 2013 – OFFICIAL COPY 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: James Ptucha, President 
 Frank Grimaldi, Vice President 
 Diana Acamora 
 Betty DeSabato 
 David Kaston 
 Eric Geringswald 
 Paul Peller, M.D. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Kelly Fallon, Superintendent 
 Patrick Harrigan, Deputy Superintendent 
 Anne Marie Marrone Caliendo, Assistant Superintendent for 
    Finance and Facilities 
 John O’Farrell, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 
 Mary Rettaliata, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 
 Rosanne Marini, District Clerk 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting, held at Candlewood Middle School, was called to order by 

Mr. Ptucha at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Ptucha announced that the Board will be adding a Special Meeting to 

their schedule on October 7, 2013 – 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Worksession 
and 8:00 p.m. Public Meeting to discuss the Facilities Study Group 
Presentation to the Board of Education. 

 
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE: Mr. Ptucha commenced the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 The Board of Education and Administration introduced themselves to the 

audience.  Mr. Joseph Tantillo and Mr. Chris Genovese introduced 
themselves and will be presenting the Steering Committee’s findings to 
the Board of Education this evening.   

 
 Mr. Ptucha introduced Mr. Michael Keany who is an independent 

Facilitator who worked with the Steering Committee throughout the 
process. 
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 The Board of Education and Administration have had no involvement with 
the Steering Committee and have not seen the presentation prior to this 
evening.   

 
 Mr. Ptucha commended the Steering Committee for the enormous amount 

of work they put into this project.  They worked throughout the summer to 
be able to present their findings to the Board of Education tonight.  Mr. 
Ptucha said he could not thank them enough for their commitment to this 
project. 

 
 Mr. Ptucha stated that after this evening’s presentation the Board will be 

asking questions of the Steering Committee.  The public will have an 
opportunity to ask questions at the October 7th meeting.   

 
PRESENTATION: Half Hollow Hills Facilities Study Group Report  
 
 Mr. Joseph Tantillo and Mr. Chris Genovese explained that the Half 

Hollow Hills Facilities Study Group was created by the Board of 
Education to study the effective use of present school facilities in light of 
declining enrollment and budgetary concerns.  They thanked the Board of 
Education for involving the Steering Committee as stakeholders in this 
important work and commended them for taking this step.  Central 
Administration was very helpful in providing information and data and 
very responsive to all of our requests. 

 
 The Half Hollow Hills Facilities Study Group presented their findings to 

the Board of Education with the use of a power point presentation.  The 
report and slides will be available on our District website tomorrow 
morning.  The Facilities Study Group stands ready to assist the Board of 
Education going forward. 

 
 Questions from the Board of Education 
 
 Mrs. DeSabato asked how the decision was made using geography to close 

buildings. 
 
 Mr. Ptucha asked if there was any information that should have been more 

forthcoming or anything different that we could have provided the Group.  
Mr. Ptucha also asked if the Group questioned the accuracy of the 
information they received. 

 
 Dr. Peller has concerns about the condition of some of the buildings such 

as roofs, bathrooms and floors; and asked if the Group took the 
efficiencies of the buildings into consideration. 
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 Mr. Grimaldi asked what level of capacity we are operating at now in the 
elementary schools; and what would the level of capacity be if we were to 
close two schools next year. 

 
 Dr. Peller asked if there was any information that was added to the 

presentation from the time the Study Group presented to the community 
on September 26th to this evening’s presentation. 

 
 Mr. Ptucha asked if the Study Group considered closing three schools. 
 
 Mrs. DeSabato asked if transportation was considered and if the Study 

Group made provisions for future growth? 
 
 Mr. Kaston stated there are two different philosophies to consider.  One is 

to affect as few families as possible; the other is to redistrict the entire 
community.   

 
 Mrs. Acampora asked of the four suggested building closures, did the 

Study Group calculate the number of classrooms that were empty in each 
building? 

 
 Mr. Geringswald asked about the projections from the demographer and if 

we consulted with the real estate company about how the number of 
houses for sale could affect demographic trends.   

 
 Mrs. DeSabato asked if there was a total consensus on the Study Group 

regarding the pros and cons of each school. 
 
 Mr. Grimaldi thanked the Facilities Study Group on a tremendous job well 

done. 
 
 Mr. Ptucha also thanked the Facilities Study Group for an outstanding job. 
 
 Mrs. Fallon thanked the entire Committee for the time and commitment 

they put forth throughout the summer.  They have worked through a lot of 
information and recognize why we have to possibly close facilities.   

 
ADJOURNMENT: A Motion was made by Mr. Grimaldi, seconded by Mr. Kaston, and 

carried unanimously (7-0) to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
          
    Rosanne Marini, District Clerk 


