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MEMBERS PRESENT: James Ptucha, President 

Frank Grimaldi, Vice President 
Diana Acampora 
Betty DeSabato 
David Kaston 
Eric Geringswald 
Paul Peller, M.D. 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
     
ALSO PRESENT:  Kelly Fallon, Superintendent 
    Dr. Patrick Harrigan, Deputy Superintendent 
    Mary Rettaliata, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 
    John O’Farrell, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 
    Anne Marie Marrone Caliendo, Assistant Superintendent for Finance 

and Facilities 
    Cathy Notaro, Assistant District Clerk and Guests 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: A Motion was made by Mr. Grimaldi, seconded by Mr. Geringswald, 

and carried unanimously (7-0) to convene into Executive Session at 
6:00 p.m.    

 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting, held at the Candlewood Middle School, was called to 

order by Mr. James Ptucha at 7:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE: Mr. James Ptucha commenced the meeting with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 
 
 The Board of Education and Administration introduced themselves to 

the audience. 
  
RESOLUTION:  BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the Half Hollow 

Hills Central School District hereby approves the suspension without 
pay for a period of thirty days and the preferral of disciplinary charges 
pursuant to §75 of the Civil Service Law, against the employee named 
in confidential attachment “1”, and hereby appoints Arthur Riegel, 
Esq. to serve as hearing officer with respect to said disciplinary 
charges.                              . 
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A Motion was made by Frank Grimaldi, seconded by David Kaston, 
and carried unanimously (7-0) to approve the above Resolution. 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
FINDINGS: The Board of Education discussed the presentation made by the 

Steering Committee/Facilities Study Group. 
 
COMMENTS FROM 
VISITORS: Mr. Lance Hoffman wants to make sure that the best option is 

adopted. Chestnut Hill is in center of the District, is the shortest 
distance to school and has largest capacity. 

 
 Ms. Allison Brecher would like Chestnut Hill to remain open, as it is 

in the center and most accessible.  It is closest to the Transportation 
Center, houses the main food freezer and has the largest capacity. 

 
 Ms. Dina Schulman said decisions should be in best interest of the 

entire community.  This is an opportunity to fix feeder problems.  A 
district-wide rezoning is a must.  Chestnut Hill is the largest building 
and central. 

 
 Ms. Kristin Jones said we need to remember we are one district and 

our goal is to provide the best education for our children.  We have to 
consider feeding patters.  It would be difficult for parents with more 
than one child to have children in two middle schools.  Chestnut Hill 
hosted summer school for past several years.  The demographer’s 
report shows we may have improvement and additional growth in 
areas.  We want to maintain class size. 

 
 Mr. Brendon Weiss thought the information was not current.  Leasing 

the property was suggested as best meeting the needs of our District.  
There is no commercial real estate value.  The only significant reason 
for closing Chestnut Hill was to lease. 

 
 Mr. Lawrence Shulman has experienced high schools and middle 

schools merging and there was overcrowding.  Consider all 
possibilities of repurposing the buildings, closing and combining of 
schools. 

 
 Mr. Richard Greene said the District must maintain any closed 

building.    Chestnut Hill being next to the LIE is a security issue.  
Signal Hill is center to athletic activities for High School West and 
Chestnut Hill is center to many homes.  Do what is best for our 
students. 
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 Mr. Larry Hoffman said Chestnut Hill has the largest building 
capacity and we should keep the largest schools open.  Leasing and 
repurposing Signal Hill has many possibilities and is the best 
decision. 

 
 Mr. Len Peltzman is new to the district.  His children are proud to be 

a part of Signal Hill and he thanks the Signal Hill staff for a great 
year. 

 
 Ms. Christine Califano agrees that we need to stay together.  If a 

decision was made based upon Steering Committee information, we 
would have accepted the decision.   Nobody wants their school to 
close.  Children need to be the most important factor.  Is it true 
Sabarro has offered $1Mil to keep Chestnut Hill open? 

 
 Mr. James Ptucha informed Ms. Califano that he was unaware of this 

and that the District doesn’t take bribes. 
 
 Ms. Michelle Turner said the Steering Committee permitted findings 

and recommendations that two schools be closing based on budgetary 
concerns.  Closing Signal Hill to offer additional space for High 
School West seems unrealistic.  Are any other options being 
considered?  What are savings and do they include personnel savings?  
How can you be fiscally responsible while maintaining? 

 
 Ms. Kim Branch states that we will still have to make more cuts.  We 

should be fighting together- union contracts and Albany.  Let’s make 
the District the great school that it should be. 

 
 Ms. Rose Cook addressed the capacity of buildings.  Choose the 

building that is cheaper to run.  Signal Hill should be the building to 
remain open.  Three schools are perimeter buildings.  Chestnut Hill 
should be the one to close. 

 
 Ms. Suzanne Garone said Signal Hill is unique as it shares the same 

property with High School West.  As a vacant building, Signal Hill 
could become a safety concern for High School West students.  
Closing Signal Hill would abolish the Building Evacuation Drills 
plan.   

 
 Mr. Bill Nelson stated that High School West opened as s a 10th grade 

school and gradually built it up.  The Hills School was closed because 
it was easy to distribute students. Athletic fields are considered Signal 
Hill soccer fields and JV fields.  Closing Signal Hill would be a safety 
concern.  It may be irresponsible to close a school so near many other 
schools. 
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 Ms. Ivy Greenberg thanked the Board of Education and Kelly Fallon 

for not closings buildings this year.  We find ourselves pitted against 
each other.  Closing two buildings seems to be the only way to 
survive.  We all know enrollment is down.  Consider our most central 
buildings the ones that are most adaptable. 

 
 Ms. Bridget Pleasants is concerned about tracking.  She would not 

like children to go to two different schools.  Hopes we will take this 
into consideration. 

 
 Mr. Steve Morello thinks it is import to say which school we are 

looking at.  Perhaps there is a way to save all of our buildings.   
 
 Mr. Herb Agin said the District should sell the property.   As a 

landlord, you are responsible for maintenance, insurance, zoning. 
None of the buildings are viable leased; there is no economic 
advantage.  Maybe you should not close anything. 

 
 Ms. Melanie Schneider said we would lose many teachers by closing 

two buildings. The building does not make it a Blue Ribbon school.  
Everyone is going to be redistricted.  We need to be united.  Asks that 
those students that are redistricted be taken care of. 

 
 Ms. Suzanne Buchanan said it would safety risk to the children if the 

building is rented.  
 
 Ms. Kerry Brandstein stated we should look for other options and 

asked if we can renegotiate contracts. 
 
 Ms. Bonnie Goldberg – Thanks the Board of Education and 

Administration for creating the Steering Committee and working hard 
for children in the community.  We need to do more with less and 
look at past, present and future.  New construction on west side of 
District has caused a problem in past.  Please keep this in 
consideration. Larger capacity building would be a better suggestion 
if we can keep everyone together. 

 
 Ms. Cheryl Haiken said that the elementary grades are foundation for 

our district and society, and we need to be cognizant about 
maintaining the class size. 

 
 Mr. James Ptucha stated that we are not planning to raise class size. 
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Ms. Christine Athan said if you do a full redistricting now, in the 
future we may be faced with a redistricting again.  PTA will work to 
keeping HHH the wonderful place that it has always been. 
 
Ms. Diane Rodriguez asked if her child would graduate with 
classmates she has been with since kindergarten. 
 
Ms. Hilary Kalb stated that the youngest children will deal with the 
most change and she hopes that the Board of Education and 
Administration can help us to move forward in the best interest of all 
children. 

 
Ms. Robin Messinger would like transportation costs and traffic 
studies reviewed.  The Steering Committee provided four options and 
she hopes they would be reviewed prior to deciding what buildings 
would close.   

 
 Mr. John O’Farrell suggested that the feeder pattern numbers be 

reexamined. 
 

 Mr. Ptucha thanked everyone for coming out and stated that we will 
try to have another session in the next couple of weeks. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: A Motion was made by Eric Geringswald, seconded by David Kaston                    

and carried unanimously (7-0) to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
    ___________________________________ 
    Cathy Notaro, Assistant District Clerk 
 


