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MEMBERS PRESENT: Eric Geringswald, President 
 Betty DeSabato, Vice President 
 Diana Acampora 
 Stephanie Gurin 
 David Kaston 
 Adam Kleinberg 
 Paul Peller, M.D. (arrived at 7:15 p.m.) 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Kelly Fallon, Superintendent 
 Patrick Harrigan, Deputy Superintendent 
 Anne Marie Marrone Caliendo, Assistant Superintendent for 
    Finance and Facilities 
 John O’Farrell, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 
 Mary Rettaliata, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 
 Rosanne Marini, District Clerk 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The Budget Worksession, held at the Fran Greenspan Administration 

Center, was called to order by Mr. Geringswald at 7:05 p.m.   
 
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE: Mr. Geringswald commenced the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 The Board of Education and Administration introduced themselves to the 

audience. 
 
 Mr. Geringswald explained that the purpose of this evening’s Budget 

Worksession is for the Board to conduct business in public as opposed to a 
public Board Meeting. 

 
 Mrs. Fallon said this is an exciting meeting in terms of the Budget process.  

We will be highlighting for the Board of Education the outstanding work 
the Administration is doing in the District within their schools to continue 
improving this already fantastic School District.  Members of our 
Administrative Team will present initiatives for the 2016-2017 Budget 
which will enhance our instructional program for all students. 
  



BOARD OF EDUCATION – BUDGET WORKSESSION MEETING – MARCH 14, 2016 
 

2 

 

 Mr. Ian Dunst, Director of Mathematics, presented an overview of our 
growing computer science program.  We are planning to run a new course, 
AP Computer Science Principles, next year at both high schools.  This 
introductory level course is being offered through the Project Lead the 
Way Program and is designed to develop computational thinking and 
problem solving skills.  Students will create apps for mobile devices, 
automate tasks in a variety of languages, find patterns in data, and 
collaborate to create and present solutions that can improve people’s lives.  
This course may be particularly valuable for students considering careers 
in computer science, engineering or other technical fields.   

 
 Ms. Michelle Melfi, High School Special Education Coordinator, 

presented the creation of the Occupational Educational Lab that will 
enable the District to create an innovative, creative facility to provide 
work experiences and activities of daily living to students in the Life Skills 
Program and those seeking to obtain a Career Development and 
Occupational Studies Certificate.  One component of the Program consists 
of the Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES) which provides a 
work development transition curriculum to include:  work and life skills 
training, vocational work assessments, work exploration, appropriate work 
behavior and development.  Currently, the School District enrolls students 
in the Wilson Tech Program and also contracts with outside agencies to 
provide vocational training.  The incorporation of this lab will allow us to 
service more of our students within their community and familiar school 
buildings and provide work and life experiences for students who might 
otherwise have limited opportunities to attend such programs. 

 
   Dr. Darlene Lilla, Fine Arts Director, and Dr. Jeff Woodberry, Principal of 

High School East, presented their proposal for a sound proof recording 
studio and multi-function music room at High School East.  A recording 
studio would allow students to record performances, dialog and studio 
projects, which in turn will create new opportunities for students to 
develop, express and refine their musical achievements.  We hope to 
implement, in the future, a class in recording engineering and also 
introduce lessons in recording techniques in our current Music in Our 
Lives curriculum.  Dr. Woodberry said we are exploring this together 
because he would like to see the beginning of a Media Communications 
Program at High School East.  The creation of a Broadcast Journalism 
Class would connect school to real world experiences, develop 
communication skills, interpersonal, public speaking, and lay the 
foundation for a districtwide internet radio and TV station.  Additionally, 
we would start an Internet Radio Program where students would learn 
planning and implementing programing for a radio station, interview local 
business representatives, and cover school and district events. 
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 Dr. Jeff Woodberry, Principal of High School East, and Dr. Mike 
Catapano, Principal of High School West, presented their vision for 
Makerspace, a collaborative workshop for students to explore, imagine, 
innovate, design, deconstruct and learn using technology.  The flexible 
setting allows students to work freely, independently, self-directed and at 
their own pace.  The Makerspace Company designs modules for various 
areas including computers, electronics, and 3D printing.   Plans for the 
High School West Library would be to redesign the entire library, clearing 
out reference type material that is available online to make space to create 
a lounge area where students can create on their own in an open area.  
Additionally, a Summer School Program for English Grades 9 and 10 is 
being looked at where students can work online through Google 
Classroom. 

 

 Dr. Ross Diener, Principal of Otsego Elementary School, and Ms. 
Deborah Ostrosky, Principal of Signal Hill Elementary School, explained 
the concept of Imagination Playground which is a breakthrough play space 
designed to encourage child-directed free play (aligned with the 
Makerspace concept at the middle schools).  Exploring African American 
Culture Club would be a year-long club they would like to add.  A six 
week pilot program for this club ran this year with much success.  
Additionally, the expansion of Extracurricular Clubs and opportunities for 
2nd and 3rd Grade students; as well as the expansion of the Independent 
Study Program which has been extremely successful so far.    

 

 Mrs. Lorraine Lupinskie, Director of Social Studies, explained she would 
like to continue the work that began this past year with regard to 
Professional Development.  Since the start of the school year, she has 
worked with teachers to deepen and broaden their knowledge and skills.  
There have been regular conversations about changes that have taken 
place and the changes that are now occurring.  We are shifting to a new 
understanding that learning is a process and we’re spending time breaking 
down this process.  Professional Development needs to be regular and on-
going.  Next year, the focus will be on implementation – the ‘what it looks 
like and how it is done” not on the “what it is”.  Professional Development 
will be aimed at affecting change in the classroom and improving student 
learning via the creation of Learning Labs.  Labs will allow us to move the 
conversations we have during department meetings into the classroom 
where teachers will see it modeled by their peers and can view firsthand 
the impact it has on student learning.  Professional Development will 
become a classroom embedded process aimed at refining instruction.   

 

 Mr. Chris Fogarazzo, Director of Science, proposed a Composite 
Prototying Center STEM High School Program to further enhance the 
District’s current STEM Program. The CPC is located in Plainview and is 
currently offering opportunities for students in school districts to 
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participate in a high school STEM program.  The STEM program provides 
an introduction to composite technology designed to give high school 
students an appreciation for the field of composite design, engineering, 
and manufacturing.  The program exposes students to state-of-the-art 
equipment that is currently offered by few engineering schools in the 
United States.  The District is currently participating in this program as a 
“pilot”, with 9 students (high school juniors) that are members of the FTC 
Robotics Team.  We are proposing to expand the number of participating 
students to 18 for the 2016-2017 school year.  We would like to offer this 
opportunity to juniors and/or seniors that are enrolled in “Principles of 
Engineering”.  We believe that the CPC STEM Program can enhance the 
overall student experience in the “Principles of Engineering” course by 
exposing students to real world applications of engineering technology. 

 

 Dr. Milton Strong, Principal of West Hollow Middle School, and Mrs. 
Allison Beyersdorf, Assistant Principal of West Hollow Middle School, 
presented the Makerspace Initiative which is a collaborative workshop for 
students to explore, imaging, innovate, design, deconstruct and learn using 
technology.  The Makerspace Company designs modules for various areas 
including computers, electronics, and 3D printing.  It combines elements 
of science, technology, engineering, art and math.  Spaces are already in 
use and they will be expanding to go into another area of the library.  Our 
vision is to have a teacher maintain the room, order supplies and supervise 
equipment.  Other teachers/classes can use the room to work on specific 
projects in collaboration with the teacher or independently.   

 

 Mrs. Fallon thanked the Administrators here this evening.  Their work 
exemplifies developing students to thinking creatively and work together.  
She recognized their talent, commitment and initiatives to move the 
District forward. 

 

 Mr. Geringswald thanked the Administrators for giving up their evening to 
be here tonight.  Not all of you spoke this evening and the reason you are 
here is to be supportive of our children and that is tremendous.  Our high 
schools are ranked in the top 2% of the country and that is no accident.  
Starting with the elementary endeavors and educators and teachers in the 
classroom from kindergarten through high school, you all do a tremendous 
job.  It is a pleasure for the Board of Education to see what you do and the 
value you bring to our children every day.  We appreciate all that you do 
and are very fortunate in Half Hollow Hills. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: A Motion was made by Mr. Kaston, seconded by Mrs. DeSabato, and 
carried unanimously (7-0) to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 

 

    Respectfully submitted, 
          
    Rosanne Marini, District Clerk      


