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MEMBERS PRESENT: Alissa Sue Taff, President

Steve Noskin, Vice President

Carole Catapano (arrived at 6:45 p.m.)

Fran Greenspan

Bradley Kessler, M.D.

Jay Marcucci

Anne Marie Sorkin

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: Sheldon Karnilow, Superintendent

District Clerk, and Guests

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting, held at Manasquan Central Office, was called to order by Mrs. Taff at 6:35 p.m.

PLEDGE OF

ALLEGIANCE: Mrs. Taff commenced the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

A majority of school board members have asked for this special meeting to be called based both on their concerns, 
and on comments from the community.

Mrs. Taff consulted with legal counsel regarding a resolution. While Counsel had no issue with a resolution, he 
advised that the Board be aware and consider that should the KeySpan project not be approved, taxes and other 
financial considerations from the energy plant would not be forthcoming to Half Hollow Hills. If, however, the site 
were to be used for other purposes, taxes would be coming to Half Hollow Hills from that project instead. It 



should be noted that the Board has received a Resolution drafted by the Plainview-Old Bethpage Board of 
Education regarding the proposed power plant. (see attached)

The Board discussed some aspects of the proposed KeySpan power plant.

RESOLUTION: BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central 
School District of Huntington and Babylon, out of concern for the health, safety, and welfare of our students, staff 
and surrounding community, as well as in response to communications and comments we have received from 
residents of Half Hollow Hills, and after holding public meetings with members representing SHARED (South 
Huntington Alliance For Responsible Energy Development) and KeySpan, opposes the proposed KeySpan 
Energy Center on Spagnoli Road in Melville, New York.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that should the KeySpan Energy Center in Melville be approved, we will 
request, from all agencies involved, stringent monitoring and copies of all monitoring reports.

Dr. Kessler said he is unclear as to the actual need for power plants on Long Island. They will add unneeded 
pollution to the area. SUV's and other vehicles should be made to be more efficient across the board to eliminate 
pollution.

Mrs. Taff received community comments, questioning if there were a problem at the plant, would there be adequate 
protection at our schools and within the community. She also mentioned a spot on TV were Richard Kessell stated 
that over this past summer at the peak of energy need, Long Island met the demands of energy use.

Mrs. Greenspan remarked that the issue was not how clean and efficient the power plant would be, but if it is 
needed at all. She said she is skeptical of why LIPA has not contracted with Keyspan for energy. She feels that if 
existing power plants on Long Island were re-powered and re-fitted to become more efficient, we would not need 
more power plants. Mrs. Greenspan also remarked that we need to be more vigilant about proposed power plants 
at the Pilgrim State property as well.

Mr. Noskin stated he is concerned that KeySpan does not have a master energy plan. He was also disappointed 
with the answers provided by KeySpan during their presentation to the Board.

Mr. Marcucci stated that during their presentation to the Board, KeySpan did not give valid statistical points for 
building the power plant in Melville.

A Motion was made by Mr. Noskin, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, and carried unanimously (7-0) to approve the 
above Resolution.
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Mrs. Taff asked for the Board's approval to send copies of the adopted Resolution to all interested agencies along 
with copies of the Official Minutes. She would also like to contact the Plainview-Old Bethpage School District. 
The Board agreed.

ADJOURNMENT: A Motion was made by Mrs. Greenspan, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, and carried 
unanimously (7-0) to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosanne Marini, District Clerk


