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MEMBERS PRESENT: Alissa Sue Taff, President 

Steve Noskin, Vice President (arrived at 7:40 p.m.) 

Carole Catapano (arrived at 8:40 p.m.) 

Fran Greenspan 

Jay Marcucci 

Anne Marie Sorkin 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Bradley Kessler, M.D. 

ALSO PRESENT: Sheldon Karnilow, Superintendent 

Michael DeStio, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 

Kelly Fallon, Assistant Superintendent for District-wide Administration 

Lawrence Light, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Facilities 

Gloria Smith, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 

Renée Wagenberg, Assistant Superintendent for Research, Assessment 

and Special Services 

Jack Feldman, Esq., Board Counsel 



District Clerk, and Guests 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting, held at Sunquam Elementary School, was called to order by Mrs. Taff 
at 7:00 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A Motion was made by Mrs. Greenspan, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, and carried 
unanimously (4-0) to convene into Executive Session at 7:00 p.m. in order to discuss personnel and 
contractual issues. 

OPEN SESSION: The meeting convened into Open Session at 8:10 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF 

ALLEGIANCE: Mrs. Taff commenced the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE: Mrs. Mary Rettaliata, Principal of Sunquam Elementary School, said it was 
an honor to welcome everyone to Sunquam this evening. She acknowledged the PTA which is a constant 
source of support. She introduced the Sunquam Chorus, under the direction of Mr. Jannotta, who 
performed holiday songs. 

Dr. Karnilow and Mrs. Taff said it was a pleasure to be here this evening, and thanked the students of 
Sunquam, Mrs. Rettaliata, and Mr. Jannotta for their warm welcome. 

The Board of Education and Administration introduced themselves to the audience. 

PRESENTATION: Hills On Stage 

Dr. Gloria Smith, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education, explained the first district-wide, 
after-school theatre program for fifth grade students, Hills On Stage. School, community, and 
professional personnel have come together to provide our students with an opportunity to perform in, or 
work backstage on, a major musical production on the High School East stage. The first production, 
Music Man, will take place on the weekend of January 31, 2003. 



Mr. Ken Soper, Director of Music and Fine Arts, explained that this new initiative will give youngsters 
an opportunity to see theatre from a different perspective. Performing roles on stage are just part of a 
production. Eighty-five students are involved in this first production, which includes every elementary 
school in the district. Mr. Soper presented pictures of students during rehearsals, using an overhead 
projector. He said their enthusiasm has been great! 

Mrs. Taff asked if there were any questions from the audience regarding the presentation of Hills On 
Stage. 

Jean Varrone commented that she thought Hills On Stage was fantastic. 

Dr. Karnilow addressed the community regarding the objection of singing the Hallelujah Chorus from 
Handel's Messiah at Candlewood Middle School's Winter Concert. The Hallelujah Chorus has been sung 
by the performing groups in our schools for many, many years, both at the high school level and at the 
middle school level. Within this classic musical piece, there is a reference to "Christ." The objection was 
that children who are not Christian were uncomfortable singing this song. In one of our middle schools, 
the children have performed the Hallelujah Chorus for the past 28 years, substituting the words, "Our 
God," for "Christ." In all those years, there have been no complaints or controversy whatsoever. The 
other middle school did not follow that practice, and this year, the District received complaints. The high 
schools perform this piece without alteration giving students the option to remain silent. 

The Hallelujah Chorus was chosen based on the musical and artistic value of the piece. The student 
performers are merely singing a classic piece of music and the District is not endorsing any particular 
religion. After discussion with the Administration and the Board of Education, the Hallelujah Chorus 
will be sung in it's original form, without alteration. 

COMMENTS FROM 

VISITORS: Becky Muraco asked if the performing of the Hallelujah Chorus at West Hollow Middle 
School would go back to its original lyrics as well? 

Dr. Karnilow said the District would be looking into policies and procedures regarding this issue. The 
Superintendent's Task Force on Understanding will be reconvened, inviting religious leaders to the table, 
as well as community and staff members. 

Maryanne Coppinger said she was proud of the decision that was made tonight. It was the proper and 



right thing to do. 

Jean Varrone said she was happy with the decision made tonight. She feels the District should not change 
musical pieces, that they should be performed in their original form. She feels we should celebrate all 
religions. 

Johanna Suchow thanked the Superintendent for the decision made this evening. She spoke about a 
feeling of resentment over the years among people of different religious beliefs. 

Rolando Barro feels it is important to have religious songs included in holiday performances, it teaches 
tolerance and respect. He is happy with the decision made this evening. He would like to be part of the 
Superintendent's Task Force on Understanding. 

Ray Mincone questioned if it is constitutional for the school district to change the lyrics of religious 
songs. 

Daniella Barro thanked the Superintendent for the decision made tonight. She asked how the District 
came to this decision? 

Jack Tesoriero also asked who's decision was it to change the words to the song? 

Mrs. Taff said that when the issue was brought up to the Board, at a board meeting, the Board asked the 
Superintendent to look into it. Dr. Karnilow found that at West Hollow, for the past 28 years, the words, 
"Our God," was substituted for "Christ". The decision was made after discussions with the Board of 
Education, the School Attorney, the Director of Music and the Superintendent. 

Sandy Thomas questioned if the Board would go through the same process if someone objected to using 
the words "Under God.". 

MINUTES: A Motion was made by Mr. Noskin, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, and carried unanimously 
(6-0) to approve the Minutes of December 2, 2002 with one amendment. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, and carried unanimously (6-0) to 



approve the Minutes of December 10, 2002 as written. 

CORRESPONDENCE: The District Clerk highlighted the letters received by the Board: 

11/25/02 - Notice from N-SSBA Re: New York Virtual Charter School. 

11/28/02 - Letter from resident Re: Letter from the Superintendent. 

12/4/02 - Letter from Rue McClanahan urging the Board not to support traveling circuses because of 
records of animal cruelty. 

11/26/02 - Letter from resident Re: Their child. 

BOARD COMMITTEES: Mrs. Catapano reported that the Transportation Committee met last Thursday 
afternoon. A letter regarding policy on school buses and discipline will be sent out. 

Mr. Marcucci reported there will be a meeting of the Technology Committee on Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 
They will be looking at different ways to further technology in the classroom. 

Mrs. Greenspan offered the Second Reading of Policy No. 4321.5 Individualized Education Program 
Distribution, as well as Policy No. 2465 Practices and Procedures for the Purpose of Ensuring the 
Confidentiality of Personally Identifiable Data, Information or Records for Special Education 
Students. Copies of both polices were available for the audience. A Motion was made by Mrs. 
Greenspan, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, and carried unanimously (6-0) to adopt Policy No. 4321.5 and 
Policy No. 2465. 

As PTA Liasion, Mrs. Greenspan met with Task Force where they had a presentation on peer pressure. In 
1999, the Board of Education, together with PTA Council, sent a letter supporting legislation that would 
require the registration of kegs of beer sold in New York State. Task Force is recommending that a 
similar letter be sent again to combat underage drinking. 

Mrs. Sorkin spoke about being more proactive with legislation regarding the New York State budget 
process. We need to make sure we maintain our current programs and at least our current level of state 
aid. 



Mrs. Taff added that the Board, along with PTA, is taking a proactive approach prior to the budget being 
finalized in Albany. Regional costs factors need to be addressed, as costs are higher on Long Island than 
in many other regions of the state, yet we receive the same amount of state aid. 

With Board consent, Mrs. Taff made a presentation at a Route 110 Redevelopment Corporation Meeting 
highlighting the District's programs and the concerns we have about losing state aid to support these 
programs. We were received very favorably. The business community has not been aware of all that is 
offered by the District or the necessity for communicating with our elected officials concerning state aid 
for education. We must persist with a strong consortium going forward. 

Mr. Noskin reported the Facilities Committee met on December 2. 

●     The foundation has been started at Candlewood. We will be breaking ground in the gym and 
science area shortly, and the roofing is finalized.

●     High School East will go out to bid by the end of January and construction should begin in March.
●     There is a six month wait for approval at Sunquam
●     West Hollow will be approved by SED in March
●     The weather has delayed the construction of the High School West Track. Asphalt will be put 

down this week.
●     Phase III of the Bond has begun

Mrs. Taff addressed some rumors that have come to the Board's attention concerning our facilities and 
construction. Last week there was a water main break at Candlewood Middle School. It had nothing to 
do with construction, but rather the age of the pipe. Within a day we were up and running again. There 
are no rats at Candlewood. We are not taking the entire 9th grade at High School West and putting them 
in portables. We did not take $2 million out of Candlewood construction and allocate it to Sunquam. 

COMMENTS FROM 

VISITORS: Doug Frantin addressed the Board concerning safety on school buses and asked about 
monitors on buses. 

Kesha Woodard asked about the rubric system of grading. She also asked when the windows will be 
completed at Vanderbilt. 



Robert LaVigna invited the Board and community to meetings on January 20, 2003 and March 6, 2003 to 
discuss the incorporation of Half Hollow Hills into a Village. Concerns of zoning and other issues will be 
discussed. 

Robin Shnitkin asked about the differentiation of education and about changes in the AHAP Program, as 
well as the Enrichment Program. 

Lori Siedman feels its important to keep communication with parents open about all programs. 

Sabrina Fraser addressed the Board about transportation issues. She feels that if there is a problem on a 
school bus, rotating monitors should be used. She also asked about the Enrichment Program. 

Harriet Halstein also feels that rotating monitors should be used on school buses. 

PENDING/UNFINISHED 

BUSINESS: Mrs. Greenspan would like an update on class lists at the elementary level. 

Regarding Intramurals, Mrs. Greenspan asked for the number of participants and a breakdown by gender 
in order to see if we are meeting the needs of children not in scholastic sports. 

Mrs. Sorkin would like to see the high school roller hockey team recognized. She would also like to look 
into offering foreign language at our elementary schools. 

Mrs. Catapano would like to see keyboarding taught in our elementary schools. 

Mrs. Taff would like to see a phone chain established, similar to that in the elementary schools, at the 
middle school and high school so that all parents can be notified in case of an emergency. 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSONNEL 



A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, and carried unanimously (6-0) to take 
the Personnel Report as a whole. 

A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, and carried unanimously (6-0) to 
approve the following Personnel Report in its entirety: 

ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL 

Changes 

Kendra Cooper Prinicpal/PAU 

Extension of Tenure through June 30, 2004 

CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 

Leaves of Absence 

Contractual 

Laura Friscia Guidance/WH 9/1/03-2/1/04 

Christine Wehle Psychologist/SUN 6/9/03-6/30/04 

Changes 

Gerard Duca Physical Therapist/DW 

Change from .75 to 1.0 

Substitutes 

Alaina Fierstat 

Noel Fitzpatrick 



Lura Skonberg 

NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 

Resignations 

Alessandra Abbatiello Lunchroom Monitor/VAN 11/22/02 

Gaetanina Butera Monitor/HSE 12/5/02 

Russell Castrogiovanni Bus Driver/Transportation 11/29/02 

Donna Ford Paraprofessional/CO 11/25/02 

Kelly Leader Paraprofessional/SUN 1/2/03 

Debra Lennon Monitor/HSW 1/2/03 

Frances Manziello Monitor/HSW 12/2/02 

Wendy Soldwedel Paraprofessional/OTS 1/13/03 

Ralph Slominsky Monitor/HSW 11/15/02 

Leaves of Absence 

Antionette Goldman Montior/CW 9/20/02-3/1/03 

Alison Tygar Paraprofessional/HSE 1/13/03-1/12/04 

Appointments/Probationary 

Antionette Stark Bus Driver/Transportation 12/17/02 

Appointments/Permanent 

Thap Vuong Mechanic/Transportation 12/17/02 



Maryanne Wagner FSW/SH 12/17/02 

Appointments - Monitors/Paraprofessionals/Etc. 

Darlene Kline Lunchroom Monitor/OTS 12/17/02 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, and carried 
unanimously (6-0) to accept the Approval of Bills for $3,217,064.00. 

BUDGET TRANSFERS: A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, and carried 
unanimously (6-0) to approve the Budget Transfers. 

BID AWARDS: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, and carried 
unanimously (6-0) to approve the following Bid Awards: 

Bid #03-14: Interscholastic Athletic Supplies 

Bid Co-Op: Bread 

HEALTH SERVICES: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, and carried 
unanimously (6-0) to approve the following Health Services: 

No. of Students Name of District Contract Price 

2 Garden City Public Schools $918.16 

CPSE PARENT 

REPRESENTATIVE: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, and carried 
unanimously (6-0) to appoint Mrs. Lisa LaRusso as a Parent Representative for the Committee on 
Preschool Special Education. 

CSE 

RECOMMENDATION: A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, and carried 



unanimously (6-0) to approve the December 16, 2002 CSE Recommendations. 

The Enrollment Report for the month of October, 2002 has been forwarded to the Board. 

ITEMS FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION: 

Health Textbook Adoption 

A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, and carried unanimously (6-0) to 
approve the text, Essentials of Athletic Training by Daniel D. Arnheim and William E. Prentice, 2002. 

REQUESTS FROM THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION: None 

BOARD COUNSEL: Ehrlich, Frazer & Feldman participated in the 2002 Annual New York State 
School Boards Association Conference held in Syracuse. Outlines of their presentations, "Discipline of 
Tenured Teachers", "Back to Basics - Student Searches", and "Project Save" have been forwarded to the 
Board. 

NEW BUSINESS: Mrs. Greenspan and Mrs. Wagenberg discussed the new law, No Child Left Behind. 

COMMENTS FROM 

VISITORS: Kesha Woodard addressed the Board about transportation discipline and asked about the 
Enrichment Program. 

Lori Siedman addressed the Board about a composting business across from West Hollow Middle School 
that produces a foul odor. 

Sandy Thomas suggested that parents be on school buses to monitor behavior of students. 



Mrs. Taff wished everyone a happy holiday and a safe new year. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, and carried 
unanimously (6-0) to convene into Executive Session at 10:45 p.m. in order to discuss contractual issues. 

OPEN SESSION: The meeting returned to Open Session at 11:45 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, and carried 
unanimously (6-0) to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rosanne Marini, District Clerk 


